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New owners pledge expansion for ‘Independent’ 



Deal: Dr Tony O’Reilly 


By Rob Brown Media Edrtor 

THE Independent and Inde- 
pendent on Sunday were bought 
yesterday by Ireland's Inde- 
pendent Newspapers, which 
pledged immediately to invest 
heavily in Britain’s youngest 
broadsheets and to set their 
sights on a sophisticated, up- 
market readership. 

Rosie Boycott, editor of the 
two papers, will form an Amer- 


i can-style working partnership 
with Andrew Marr, who has re- 
turned as editor-in-chief with 
special responsibility for the 
comment pages, after leaving 
the editor’s chair last month. 

in America, broadsheet 
newspapers are traditionally 
run in tins way. Ben BradJee, the 
legendary former Washington 
Post journalist who will be join- 
ing the board of Independent 
Newspapers, believes the con- 


cept can be transplanted to 
Britain. "The principle is weD 
established in the US and I be- 
lieve it makes for very healthy 
journalism," he said, noting 
that he was never actually “ed- 
itor” erf the Wishingfon Post. His 
title was “executive editor”. 

Mr Bradlee will be joined an 
the board by Chris Patten, the 
former Hong Kong Governor; 
Baroness Helena Kennedy QC, 
Andreas Whi Ham-Smith, The 


Independents founder and Tbny 
O'Reilly, head of Independent 
Newspapers. 

Dr O'Reilly is the largest in- 
dividiial shareholder in the Irah 
group and until recently he 
was chief executive of the food, 
giant Heinz. His company 
bought the 46 per cent stake in 
the Independent titles held by 
Minor Group and the holdings 
of other minority shareholders. 

The commitment to expan- 


sion was warmly welcomed by 
Ms Boycott. She said: “for the 
first time in a long time we have 
a really secure, future. I cannot 
wait for it to begin. ” Mr Marr 
echoed her sentiments; “I never 
believed in my wildest dreams 
that this was going to happen. 
I have hoped and prayed for tins 
for a very long time." 

Announcing the deal in the 
Gty yesterday, Brendan Hop- 
kins, who bectsnes managing di- 


rector of Independent News- 
papers UK, said: ‘This is a his- 
toric day... We’ve been waiting 
a long time for this." 

The Dublin-based interna- 
tional media group first ac- 
quired a 25 per cent share- 
holding in the Independent titles 
in 1994, later uppingitsstake to 
46 per cent This put it on an 
equal footing with the Mirror 
Group, which moved the titles 
firm Gty Road to its corporate 


headquarters at Canary Wharf 
in London’s Docklands. The pa- 
pers will remain there. 

"The Independent is not 
dumbing down,” Mr Hopkins 
pledged. “Well be going into 
the market to recruit the cream 
of UK journalists to write for the 
only true independent UK title. 
Will show how we can get hold 
of some of the best journalists 
in town.” 

Independent dream, page 3 
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Living with 
a smoker 
can kill you 


By Glenda Cooper 

SooaJ Affairs Correspondent 


Pressure on the Government to 
introduce curbs on smoking in 
public places increased last 
night after 3 major British re- 
port confirmed passive smoking 
causes lung cancer and heart 
disease. 

As the tobacco industry con- 
tinued to claim there was no risk 
to passive smokers, the Scien- 
tific Committee 00 Tobacco 
and Health said the “enormous 
damage" smoking caused 
“should no longer be accepted". 

Figures from the SCOTH re- 
port, the first major report of its 
kind in Britain for ten years, 
found that living with a smok- 
er raises the risk of developing 
lung cancer by a quarter and 
heart disease by about the same, 
g ■' There was no other “reasonable 
interpretation" of the data the 
committee said. 

1 For children, the effects 
were even worse with the study 
concluding one in five cot 
deaths was due Lo the mother 
smoking and children whose 
parents both smoked increased 
their chance of developing asth- 
ma by 50 to 60 per cent. 

“Then; is an importance and 
urgency with the smoking prob- 
lem that needs to be recognised 
by both the Government and 
the public." said the report. 
"The enormous damage to 


health and life arising from 
smoking should no longer be ac- 
cepted; the Government should 
take effective action to limit this 
preventable epidemic." 

The report, which coincided 
with No Smoking Day, found 
that smoking was the single 
most important avoidable cause 
of chronic ill-health in the UK, 
and accounted for a third of all 
cancer deaths. 

Smoking should be banned 
in public service buildings and 
on public transport, other than 


Further reports, 

page 5 


in designated areas, and wher- 
ever possible in the workplace, 
the committee said. U also 
called on the Government to 
ban all advertising and spon- 
sorship, to increase the real 
price of tobacco products every 
year and to monitor smoking 
habits of young people, partic- 
ularly as smoking amongst 
young adults went up for the 
first lime in 1996. 

The committee also said 
that the Government should 
consider consider putting nico- 
tine replacement therapy (such 
as patches, gum, inhalers) on 
prescription for those trying to 
give up. 

The Chief Medical Officer 
Sir Kenneth Caiman said that 


the report was an important one 
and that the Goverment ac- 
cepted the recommendations 
and would be looking at them 
in the light of the White Paper, 
due out later this year. 

It is understood that legis- 
lation to curb smoking in pub- 
lic places or workplaces is 
unlikely except if there was 
real necessity to do so as the 
Government believes that a 
great deal more can be achieved 
through the existing voluntary 
measures. 

The report comes a few days 
after the tobacco group BAT in- 
dustries claimed that a World 
Health Organisation report had 
found no extra lung cancer risk 
for those who regularly 
breathed in other people’s cig- 
arette smoke. Bui the WHO an- 
nounced that its 10-year study 
did show a link between lung 
cancer and passive smoking - 
and accused the tobacco in- 
dustry of staging a “wholly mis- 
leading" publicity stunt 

Yesterday the industry re- 
fused to concede any ground. 
John Carlisle of the Tobacco 
Manufacturers Association 
said: “We arc urging the gov- 
ernment not to be panicked into 
any form of legislation against 
smoking in public places be- 
cause of the results of this re- 
port. .There is no statistical 
evidence linking passive smok- 
ing to lung cancer.” 


Discovered at last: the chemical 
secrets of sexual attraction 


1 By Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 


css chemicals produced 
human body which are 
ad as sexual attractams 
uaKemooddocxisure- 
:rs have found, 
first scientific evidence 
! existence of human 
jones has come from a 
if women whose men- 
ycles were manipulated 
iccretions from under 
ms. 

hologists Kathleen Stark 
itha McOinlock, of the 
nty of Chicago. Illinois, 
ine women to wear cot- 
jl pads under their arms 
it hours. 

if were treated with al- 
jozen and then the sc- 
; from them applied lo 
per Ups of 20 other 
who were asked not to 
eir faces for at least 
[he recipient women 


SIX 

re- 


peated the process daily 
through two complete men- 
strual cycles. 

The researchers found that 
when the secretions were tak- 
en from the nine donors in the 
follicular phase of the menstrual 
cycle, two to four days before 
ovulation, they shortened the 
menstrual cycle in the recipient 
women. 

But when the secretions 
were taken from the donor 
women in the ovulatory phase, 

the day of ovulation and the two 
subsequent days, they length- 
ened the menstrual cycle in the 
recipient women. 

The finding, reported In Ma- 
ture. helps explain why women 
living together can develop syn- 
chronised menstrual cycles. The 
two types of pheromone appear 
to regulate follicular develop- 
ment ( the maturation of the fol- 
licle that produces the egg) 
and ovulation but not other 
stages of the menstrual cycle- 


The study shows humans 
have the potential to commu- 
nicate pheromonaHy and rais- 
es the question whether there 
are other human pheromones 
that might influence other as- 
pects of behaviour. 

None of the recipient 
women could detect the 
pheromones, reporting only a 
smell of alcohol used to extract 
them from the cotton-wool 
pads. In all, two-thirds re- 
sponded by lengthening the 
menstrual cycle by an average 
1.7 days or shortening it fay an 
average 1,4 days. 

The researchers say that the 
pheromones may have other ef- 
fects on women depending on 
their social conditions and the 
point in their reproductive life. 
Research in animals has shown 
that they influence mating pref- 
erence, dominance relation- 
ships, and recognition of 
individual members of their 
social group. 


Truants get a day off school - with the Prime Minister’s permission 



Children who skip school joined panels yesterday to advise the Government on how to tadde the problem. Reports, page 10 Photograph: Rul Xavier 
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IRAQ APPEAL 


Total tops 
£ 35,000 

THE INDEPENDENTS Iraq 
Appeal has so Ear raised 
£35,000 and the donations are 
still flooding in. writes Aman- 
da Kelly. 

We are now passing oa the 
first instalment of money to 
CARE International UK and 
Medical Aid for Iraqi Chil- 
dren who are overseeing our 
delivery of cancer- treating 
medicines to the siefc chiMjmi 
of Iraq. 

Botii charities are experi- 
enced In overcoming the bu- 
reaucratic hurdles involved in 
importing supplies to Iraq 
and will ensure the drugs 
reach the children as quick- 
ly as possible. 

CARE, a global relief and 
development organisation 
working In 63 countries, has 
run humanitarian projects 
in Iraq for the past seven 
years. Medical Aid for Iraqi 
Cbfldxea was set up in 1984 
with the specific purpose of 
alleviating the suffering of 
Iraqi children caused by the 
United Nations Sanctums, 

Please send cheques, male 
oat to The Independent Iraq 
Appeal, to PO Bax No 6870, 
1 Canada Square, London 
EI45BT 


Wealthy in race to 
beat the Budget 


By Diana Coyle 

Economics Editor 


SOME of Britain’s riches: peo- 
ple have been rushing since the 
election last May to take ad- 
vantage of a tax loophole the 
Chancellor could dose in next 
week’s Budget 

Privately, tax advisers say 
participation by the wealthy in 
a scheme known as “private" 
authorised unit trusts has been 
growing tremendously. Many in- 
vestment managers, including 
some of the biggest, manage 
these perfectly legal schemes on 
behalf of private clients. 

One tax expert admitted last 
night: “It is a gross abuse." The 
schemes are not marketed pub- 
licly by the financial p lanning in- 

dustiy. but created especially for 
mdMduals with Very large sums 
to invest in shares or property. 

There are no comprehensive 
figures on the extent of these in- 
vestment plans, which are legal- 
ly identical to the unit trusts 
milli ons of ordinary savers buy 
shares in. However, as much as 
£8tm could have been invested 
in them in order to allow rich tax- 
payers to reduce the amount of 
capital gaiiK Lax they have to pay. 

The amount of tax revenue 
lost is likely to be small simply 
because so few schemes are in- 
volved. Only 130 A® people pay 
any capital gains tax, and only 
a tiny mmorityof those win i&ve 
opened the “private” unit trusts. 

But these individuals will 
have been able to save milli ons 
of pounds in tax by using the 


fund to control the timing of the 
capital gains they receive. If their 
investment gains are realised 
when they have other losses to 
offeet against them, or if they Me 
spending a full year abroad, their 
tax liability will be reduced. 

Te chmcaTly , all unit trusts an? 
open to any investors; put it is 
easy to discourage interest by 
setting a prohibitive initial in- 
vestment, usually £500,000. 

The rich, and their accoun- 
tants, have become alarmed 
about what measures next 
week’s Budget might contain to 
clamp down on tax avoidance. 
Some expect hundreds of claus- 
es in the Finance Bill cracking 
down on favoured schemes. 

Last week the Chancellor 
acted to dose a loophole con- 
cerning one kind of offshore 
trusts. The Inland Revenue had 
warned that last-minute tax 
leakage could have cost hun- 
dreds of millions of pounds m 
the run-up to the Budget 

One tax planning firm was 
reported to be informally charg- 
ing a 3 per cent commission to 
put into a “fighting fund" to fi- 
nance legal battles against the 
Inland Revenue over the tax 
avoidance measures it consid- 
ered the most open to challenge 
by die authoritiesL • 
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A Hollywood producer A Washington spin-doctor. 
When They get together they can make you believe anything. 
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A comedy about truth, justice . 

and other spedal effects. 
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Auditors check Prescott housing deal 


By Steve Boggan __ 

A TEAM of Gaveromeni auditors delved into 
the controversial housing deal involving the 
sou of John Prescott yesterday as police ar- 
rested a man in connection with an alleged 
“vendetta” against the Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter. 

Three senior audit officiate from the De- 
partment of the Environment, Transport 
and the Regions questioned the head of a 
housing trust that sold 25 homes to Wyke De- 
velopments which employs Mr Prescott's 34- 
year-old son, Jonathan, for just £5,000 each. 
But after his grilling, Stephen Brindley, chief 


executive of the North Hull Housing Action 
Trust, said: “This deal was completely above 
board and we have absolutely nothing to 
hide." 

Hours earlier, detectives in Hull ques- 
tioned and released on police bail one of two 
men who had "sought sanctuary” from the 
media after they were identified as two self- 
styled researches who had been offering ma- 
terial about Mr Prescott senior to the media. 
The arrested man, Ian Newton, 42, a com- 
puter expert, of east Hull, was questioned in 
connection with an alleged burglary and the 
theft of some papers from a city-centre of- 
fice. 


- Yesterday’s events raised the temperature 
in an acrimonious row between disaffected 
elements of the local Labour Party and Mr 
Prescott senior. Some Prescott supporters be- 
lieve the “researchers” were hired to dig dirt 
on him before the men turned freelance. One 
of those openly accused of hiring them, sus- 
pended axmdflar Tony Fee, sakt “That's rub- 
bish- As soon as ytw ask any questi^ 
town, someone accuses you of something." 

It was Mr Fee who railed for an inquiry 
two vqeefcs ago into the sale of 25 houses on 
a run-down Hull estate to Wyke Develop- 
ments. The houses are to be transferred to 
Wyke Propeny Services Ltd, of which Mr 


Classics from the newest 
Brits on Paris catwalk 


THE two newest Brits in Paris showed 
their collections yesterday: 26-year-old 
Stella McCartney for Chloe and 28- 
year-old Alexander McQueen for 
Givenchy. Both presented collections 
that were true to the style as the hous- 
es they are employed by, writes Tam- 
sin Blanchard. 

For Chloe, McCartney showed 
pretty, feminine, floral appliqued 


while McQueen presented a strong col- 
lection doing what he does best: 
strong, structured tailoring. 

McQueen’s third ready-to-wear 
collection for Givenchy was his best yet 
-and the best the house has produced 
for a long time. It will take him a few 
seasons more to truly find his feet, but 
already he is showing clothes far more 
relevant to both the house and to the 
Givenchy customer than his prede- 
cessor, John Galliano, ever did 

McQueen's women are hard, ag- 
gressive and tough: power women 
like you usually see on the catwalks of 
french designer Thierry Mugler who 
has so influenced McQueen. If you 
waul pretty feminine clothing, look 
elsewhere. McQueen has little time for 


flighty fashion. His Blade Runner-style 
replicants wore killer red leather 
shirts, secoad-skin dresses, and severely 
shouldered coats. A brocade tailored 
dies was followed the signature Mc- 
Queen all-in-one pant suit which came 
in burgundy chalk stripe. 

There were also skintight Cbeong 
Sam dresses so heavily embroidered 
they were almost dripping, and rub- 
berised dresses scattered with blue glit- 
ter. 

When it reaches the shops next au- 
tumn, this collection will sell and sell. 

If big structured shoulders and 
bard tailoring are not your thing, Stel- 
la McCartney’s collection for Chloe 
might well be. 

McCartney understands the Chloe 
looklt is soft, floaty and a touch of sev- 
enties rode chick. And she has given 
the label a whole new lease of life with 
girls of her 20 something generation 
who want to go out and party m a satin 
slip top that emphasises the cleavage. 

As a publicity magnet, she is the per- 
fect woman to revive the fla gging la- 
bel and instill it with her own 
personality. But as a designer, she has 
her limitations. 
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Prescott junior has a 20 percent stake. 

The homes were sold by the North Hull 
Housing Action Trust whose vice chairman 
is John Black, a dose friend of the Prescott 
fr mfy who ?s being investigated by police over 
£42JXH in expenses daimed while hie was Lord 
Mayor. 

However, the deal wa s app roved by re- 
gional officiate of the DoETR in Leeds af- 
ter a tendering process which saw Wyke 
emerge as highest bidders who were prepared 
to re-let. the houses at the lowest rents. 

“One bid was for £1 per bouse and two 
housing associations actually asked us for 
money to take the properties off our bands 




Good - looks: Paul and Linda McCartney cheer their daughter Stella at the end of her Chloe coflection 


Photograph: Alpha 


World football chief backs England’s bid for 2006 






- one wanted £7,000 per bouse and the oth- 
er wanted £11,000” said Mr Brindley, the 
housing trust chief executive. 

Mr Brindley said each bouse needed ap- 
proximately £10,000 in internal renovations. 
Local estimates put the value of the homes 
after renovation at about £25,000. However, 
Mr Brindley said that under the deal, Wjfce 
have to rent the properties at about £45-50 
per week for at least 10 years before they can 
be sold on. 

The audit team left Huh last night with 
copies of dozens of documents and records 
of interviews. They hope to report to Mr 
Prescott senior- by tomorrow. 
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By Fran Abrams 

FtoftticaJ Correspondent 


FOOTBALLS senior statesman gave his 
backing to England's bi d to h ost tile 2006 
World Cup last night after a meeting with Tony 
Blair in Downing Street 

Joao Havelange, president of FIFA, the 
game's ruling body, told reporters after the 
half-hour session that the new Wembley 
stadium would be vital to the bid. 

“We are very aware that England is the 


cradle of the game, the motherland of 
footbalL It was here that the game was.cre- 
ated, it was here that the game grew up,,it - 
was here that the laws of the game were cre-_ 
ated, ” he said. 

Speaking through an interpreter, he added 
that the FIFA executive would make its de- 
cision in 2000. “It is my personal wish that 
on that day it will be decided that the World 
Cup 2006 will indeed take place in England," 
he said. 

Dr Havelange. who is 82, win retire from 


his post in June tins year but his support for 
England’s bid is still expected to be highly 
influen tial . .... 

The sports minister, Ton y Banks , was also 
at the meeting al ong with Graham Kelly, the 
chief executive of the Football Association. 

Although it was up to FIFA to make its 
decision. Dr Havelange's support was very 
welcome, Mr Banks said. 

“We most be very, very encouraged by the 
endorsement that we have received. The dis- 
cussions were very cordial and were conducted 


entirely in French, so 1 don’t reaBy know what 
they dedded,” be joked. Mr Banks added fens 
should remember Ihefe bqha^noiH'dw^gtius 
ywtdsWqrid Cup in France a nd ot her Diarch- 
ies abro ad would influence the decision. 
“They are ambassadors for the country and 
they have gpt to realise they play a crucial part 
m persuading theworid that English football 
is of the finest quality and that its support- 
os are amongst the best in the would,’* he said. 

The sports minister added that he hoped 
people who had not taken England's bid se- 


riously would now change their positions. 

So far the main competition to hold the 
Warid Gup ii}2006 comes from -South Africa 
a nd fr om Germany, which made an offer to 
launchaiaintbid v^E nsfend.MSnisterssay 
they felt tiie offer was an admission that Ger- 
many was unlikely to win the bid. 

Dr Havelange said that 2006 would be the 
40th anniversary of tile 1966 World Cup in 
England, but in 2010 Brazil would have a 
strong case because it held the tournament 
in 1950. 
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Recycled paper made up 
41 A% of die raw material 
for UK newspapers in the 
first half of 1797. 
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Various degrees of hot air 
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The next time you look up- 
wards into the sky, spare a 
thought for wfaat is really go- 
ing on up there above the 
-clouds. . 

The lowest level of the at- 
mosphere is called the tropos- 
phere. Varying from five miles 


high at the poles to more than 
10 miles at the equator, it is the 
layer in which great air mass- 
es form and most of our weath- 
er goes on. 

Its winds vary from sea 
. breezes at the lowest levels to 
jet streams of 80 mph or more 
at heists of six or seven miles. 
Within the troposphere, the 
temperature declines at a rate 
of about 10C per mile. 

When this temperature 
drop ceases, we reach the 
txopopause, and above that 
the stratosphere. 

The stratosphere extends 
to about 30 miles above the 
Earth. 

It is a stable region of little 
wind and its temperature ris- 
es slowly with height from 
about -70C at the tropopause 
to near zero. The warming is 
linked to the formation of 
ozone from the action of the 
sun’s ultraviolet radiation on 


oxygen atoms - for the lower 
stratosphere is where we find 
the ozone layer. There is very 
tittle water vapour in the 
stratosphere, so it leads to be 
free of clouds. 

Continuing upwards, we 
reach the stratopausa, then 
the mesosphere, which extends 
from about 30 to 50 miles 
above the earth, through which 
temperatures decrease from 
OC to about -100C, which is as 
cold as the atmosphere gets. 
Above 50 miles, the atmos- 
phere heats up again in the 
thermosphere. 

In theory the temperature 
may rise to 200QC, but in prac- 
tice the air is so rarefied that 
there is very little there to get 
hot at all- 

But if you do happen to pick 
up an oxygen molecule warmed 
by solar radiation a hundred 
miles up, use heavy duty oven 
gloves. 
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JHE change of ownerehujof Vteln- 
and Independent on Sun- 

31 *** *»* of to rtuo«« 

negotiations and represented tbeftd- 

SEE, °f a ^am for Ibny 
Wh ° Se ^dependent News- 
papers group concluded the dut- 
chase yesterday. 

The new owners immediately 
gave guarantees that the papers 

^ ‘?' sa J £<i “P to do political 
party and free from the taint of com- 
mercial pressures’*. 

The new board “including 
politicians of different views and 
eminent journalists, will guarantee 
the freedom of the. editors from 
those pressures.” 

A statement from the board $Eid 
the owners “today c ommi t them- 
selves to the preservation and 
growth of the titles as serious and 
intelligent broadsheet papers of 
unimpeachable integrity. 

“For its part the board expects 
the editors to deliver honest decent, 
liberal-minded papers, which avoid 
extremism, report accurately and 
analyse fairly.” 

The board believed that “the fu- 
ture of a varied, free and undefer- 
ential press is essential to 
democracy; and that the best way 
to preserve that is journalistic ex- 
cellence, trusted by the public.” 

Dr Maurice Hayes, a member of 
the Irish senate and a former North- 
ern Ireland Ombudsman, has joined 
the board of Independent Newspa- 
pers UK, along with the former gov- 
ernor of Hong Kong. Chris Patten. 

Dr Hayes said: “Independent 
Newspapers are extending their 
ownership of The Independent as a 
matter of commercial common 
sense, not for trophy bunting, as has ■ 
been suggested, or to satisfy the 
whim of the proprietor. 

In his view Dr O'Reilly -who is 
chairman of Independent Newspa- 
pers with a 27 per cent stake in the 
company - believes as much in 
hands-off proprietorship as the late 
Brendan Bracken, who became the 
last Irishman to become a London 
press haron wben he acquired a con- 
trolling interest in the Economist and 
the Financial Times. On one of the 
few occasions wben the editor of the | 
FT fell Ibanecd to. call fcfth, Lord 
Bracken simply asked: “Ivk about l 


Done deah.Brendbn Hopkins, Ben Bradlee, Rosie Boycott and Andrew Marr announcing the buy-out of the Independent titles in London yesterdayPhoopgraph: Brian Harris 


the paper?* “Yes” V&m are the Ed- 
itor,” and the phone was put down. 

“Dr OTReiUy is very much from 
the Brendan Bracken mould,” said 
Brendan Hopkins, who yesterday be- 
came managing director of Inde- 
pendent Newspapers UK. 

Andreas Whittam Smith, who 
founded The Independent in 1986 
and will remain on the board of the 


Flagship of 


company, said yesterday: “We start- 
ed The Independent in order to cre- 
ate a newspaper which was 
proprietoriess. If you are going to 
have a proprietor, "Ibny O’Reilly 
strikes me as really ideal.” 

Dr O’Reilly was bom in Dublin 
in 1936 and first shot to stardom 29 
rugby caps for Ireland. He then 
carved out an equally darling cor- 


porate career, notabfy in the dairy 
industry, where be spearheaded the 
butter brand Kerrygold. 

He was soon headhunted by the 
American food giant Hi Heinz, 
rising swiftly through its ranks to be- 
come CEO and chairman, based at 
its Pittsburg headquarters. He used 
his earnings to acquire a controlling 
stake in Ireland’s . Independent 


Newspapers and a range of other 
Irish companies down the years. 

His Dublin-based newspaper 
group has expanded steadily. It is 
now the largest newspaper group in 
Ireland as well as in South Africa, 
New Zealand and Portugal It also 
owns the largest regional newspaper 
group in Australia. 

Rosie Boycott, editor of the two 


Independent titles, said she looked 
forward to working with a manage- 
ment steeped in broadsheet expe- 
rience. “Tony O'Reilly is a great, 
charismatic and inspirational leader, 
who is tremendously committed to 
these titles. He wants to see them 
restored to their former glory right 
at the top of the market, holding a 
firm and independent line.” 


THE NEW 
management of 
Independent 
Newspapers 
UK, headed by 
MD Brendan 
Hdpkins, will 
report to a 
board ofdght 
chaired by 
Liam Heals 
chief executive 
of Independent 
Newspapers in 
Ireland. 

Joining the 
board is Ibny 

O’Reilly, credited with building 
the Independent Newspapers 
empire in Dublin, and Chris 
Patten (top), funner Hong Kong 
governor and Conser v a tiv e 
Party chairman. Also joining is 
Baroness Helena Kennedy 
(above), QC and Labour peer; 
and Dr Maurice Hayes, former 
Northern Ireland Ombudsman 
and now Irish Senate member. 
Andreas Whittam Smith, 


remains on the board, as does 
Ben Bradlee, former executive 
editor of the Hbshin&on Post. 


empire 


By Jerai^ Whraer Jksress andGty Editor 

THE INDEPENDENT and Independent on 
Sundry xctobecamc part of a global news- 
paper enqxire with a stock-market value of 
dfore thhffflhfl and leadis® fiatfornfftifta 5 


in Ireland, New Zealand, South Africa, Aus- 
tralia, and Portugal. 

. Brendan Hopkins, chief executive of In- 
dependent Newspapers UK, said he be- 
lieved a rejuvenated Independent would be 
a flagship for the group world-wide. 

TbeJndependent'uauhi beppatkmed as 

an nmreh arrtrafly upmarket newspaper “ap- 

pealing to a young professional, high-in- 
dome, educated readership that is truly 
fookm$;ibr an independent viewpoint”. 

There would be immediate and signify 
iramt investment in editorial quality - a stra t- 
egy Independent Newspapers believes will 
eventually justify a pricing polity that wiB 
-tatty a' p itaa l hfflftflr all broadsheets. 


. However, Mr Hopkins stressed the 
obmpany had no intention of initiating a 
price premium for the Independent titles in 
the short term. The two titles, which last 
year made operation losses of £7m. win be 
integrated into Independent Newspapers’ 
easting and profitable UK interests. Tb- 
, gether, the two operations will have rev- 
enues of more than £100 m and will be 
immediately profitable, even after the ex- 
tra investment on editorial product 
The Independent titles wfll be integrated 
-commerciaDy into this existing structure. 
Joint advertising setting in certain key ar- 
eas is to start with immetfiate effect and an 
exhibitions business is being set up under : 


the Independent's stewardship. Mirror 
Group, the primary vendor in the trans- 
action, insisted that the transaction would 
be positive for both for Mirror Group and 
Independent Newspapers. John Aljwood, 
finance director, said Minor Group had 
largely written off its investment in the ti- 
tles over the last fouryeais and would there- 
fore need to provide onfy£8m against its 
profits this year in connection with the dis- 
posal Mirror win retain a printing, distri- 
bution and service contract with the 
Independent worth a minimum of £17-5m 
over five years. 

Independent Newspapers, an Irish- 
based company which was one of the top 


performing media shares in the Stock mar- 
kets last year, is spending just short of £3Qm 
to buy out the 54 per cent of the Inde- 
pendent titles it does not already own to- 
gether with associated loans and 
guarantees. The outstanding equity is be- 
ing acquired for £3.4m. In addition. Inde- 
pendent Newspapers will assume £26m of 
Mirror Group loans and guarantees. 

Independent Newspapers said it believed 
that the previous joint shareholding 
arrangements had restricted the ability of 
either itself or Mirror to apply its own man- 
agement expertise to the development of 
the two titles as fully as each would have 
wished. . 


Rape charge man Tory bastion lifts its 
tells of love for wife ban on women 


A WOMAN ran sobbing from 
a court after her husband - 
accused of abducting and re- 
peatedly raping her - declared 
his love for her and waived his 
right to cross-examine her. 

Paul Arvanitakis, who is de- 
fending himself, said he had 
been instructed by Jesus to 
show his wife “nothing less 
Shan the spirit of love" in court. 

He had watched her on a 
video monitor as she gave evi- 
dence at the Old Bailey behind 
screens. She alleged that he bad 
held her in a flat against her will 
for five days, raping her at least 
twice a day after she told him the 
was leaving him fora new life in 
the United States. 

Mr Arvanitakis, 33, from 
south London, bos denied sev- 
en charges of rape, and one of 
false imprisonment in August 
last year. He has also denied 
raping her in July 1996. 

As he was told by the 
Recorder of London, Sir 
Lawrence Veroey that he could 
start his cross examination of 
her after she finished her evi- 
dence, Mr Arvanitakis kissed 
her face shown on the video 
screen in the dock. 

As be leapt to his feet, he was 
gMd by the judge to stood where 
he was. Mr Arvunitakts then be- 
gan a fiuominuK tncmologne wnh 
the quotation: "Louexs asSroug 


as death, but jealousy as cruel as 
the grave. Many floods cannot 
quench love, nor waters drown.” 
As his wife sat sobbing be- 
hind the screens, Mr Arvanitakis 
told the jury: “She is wonder- 
ful, beautiful. I love her with all 
my heart. As far as cross-ex- 
amination of my wife, who I love 
and adore with all my heart, 1 
have been instructed by the 
Lord Jesus that I must show my 
wife in this court, nothing less 
than the spirit of love although 
she fights me with hatred.” 

Ffis wffe mterjected: “I do not 
fight you with hatred - I am 
scared of you. How can 1 live 
with you? How can I trust you?" 

Mr Arvanitakis said: “There- 
fore your honour, I haws no ques- 
tions at all to ask her." His wife 
then ran. sobbing from court 
Earlier, she had broken 
down in team as she told the jury 
how she was abducted and 
handcuffed in a small flat, after 
arr anging to meet her husband 
so that he could give her doc- 
uments she would need to re- 
turn to America. She said he 
repeatedly raped her after she 
decided to leave him. 

The prosecution alleges Mr 

Arvamtakis was a violent and ob- 
sessive husband who impris- 
oned her unti police rescued her 

at the end of a five-day ordeal 
The case continues. 


By Cofin Brown 
Chief fofitkal Correspondent 


ONE OF of the last bastions of 
all-male dubbishness fell last 
night when the Carlton Qub, 
home of the Conservative Par- 
ly, voted to admit women foT 
the first time in its 166-year 
history. 

The dub only dropped its aD- 
male rule for Baroness Thatch- 
er, who was made an honorary 
member in 1975 when she be- 
came die Times* first woman 
leader. However, some in the 
dub regarded her as an “hon- 
orary man”. ’ 

Lesser women were admit- 
ted, but have not been allowed 
fall membership' Until aow. The 
dub, founded in 1832, has about 
70 female associate members. 

It was still reg ar ded as a dub 

for men, sometimes behaving 
badly, with a cad’s comer be- 
neath the sweeping staircase. 
But fts strength was based on its 
role as the natural watering hole 
of the male establishment. 

It has seen prime ministers 
come and go, including Chur- 
chill, and it was been the scene 
of some serious Ibry plotting, 
including the backbench revolt 
which led to the creation of the 
.1922 Committee. 

It was bombed by the IRA 



In the dub: Churchill 


in the late 1980s in the belief 
that a random attack on the 
Carlton Club would have a fair 
chance of claiming at least one 
cabinet minister. 

Other dubs in St James’s 
such as the Reform had a more 
liberal tradition and even al- 
lowed women on to the man- 
agement committees. 

The Carlton Club result, 
counted by the dub’s auditors, 
was: for a rule change to admit 
women - 577 (59.6 per cent); 
against - 391 (40.4 per cent). 
The majority in favour was 186 
(19.2 per cent). A total of 968 
members voted - 625 per cent 
of the membership and the re- 
sult ^ wfll be. formally reported to 
the general committee on 24 
March when it will consider 
whatsteps should be taken. 
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One in 10 heart surgeons investigated 


By jerarrqr Lttitwice 

Health Fdtior 


.ALMOST one in ten heart surswmhas 

been inretfeattd aft* 
competence were raised by colleagu 

Society of C«nliollH>tacicSuigMtfi^S'> 

represents- ail heart surgeons 
trainees and the retired, ^ ^ 
isency meeting to discuss the issue andwm 
reconsider it il Its regular executive 


ing later this month. Professor David 
Wheatley, head of ibe department of car- 
diac surgery at Glasgow Royal Infinnaiy, 
told Hospital Doctor : “The society is ex- 
tremely concerned Cardiac surgery is al- 
ready a demanding specialty but there is 
an added pressure from surgeons coming 
under public scrutiny and if it is perceived 
that they are being treated harshly or un- 
fairly people maybe put off joining the spe- 
cialty." 

He said IS of the country’s 199 con- 
sultant cardiothoradc surgeons had been 
investigated. Heart surgery is a high-risk 
specialty and a surgeon with a higher than 
normal death-rate can be spotted quickly. 

The development comes as the Gen- 
eral Medical Council continues its inquiiy 

into heart surgeons at BrisudiRqyal In- 
firmary, where 29 babies died. Surgeons 


James Wiaheart and Janardan Dhasmana 
are charged with serious professional mis- 
conduct for continuing to operate despite 
the high death-rate and trust chief execu- 
tfye John Roylance is similarly charged for 
allowing the operations to go ahead. AH 
. three .deny the charges. 

Last year heart surgeon Duncan ^hik- 
er lost his appeal against a decision by the 
United Leeds Hospitals Trust requiring him 
to take early retirement following a com- - 
plaint against him Professor Wheatley said: 
“People who are working hard and have 
good results are suffering the conse- 
quences of a small number of people who 
are not.” A spokeswoman for the Royal 
College of Surgeons said the contents of 
foe Hospital Doctor article were “sub- 
■ smntjally correct” but Professor Wheatley 
did notwish to make any further comment. 
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School to teach 
Jeeves a lesson 


By Barrie Clement 


ONE IS not entirely sure what 
Jeeves would have made of it 
An arched eyebrow perhaps, or 
a short bout of discrete throat- 
clearing. Or perhaps, as the 
Lady Apsley School for Butlers 
yesterday showed off its first 
graduates, Jeeves might have 
ventured, in a moment of un- 
characteristic indiscretion, that 
butlers are bom and not made. 

But Lady Apsley and her 
business partner. Michael 
Shaw, a former under-butler at 
Buckingham Palace, believe 
that while certain qualities are 
inborn, a whole range of skills 
can be taught - for £3,000. 

The first three graduates of tbe 
school yesterday served cham- 
pagne at Lady Apsley s residence 
in the Cotswokis near Cirences- 
ter Park. David, 48. is a former lor- 
ry driver who now works as a 
chauffeur for an -extremely 


wealthy person" in the North-west; 
Robert, 5 1, trained waiters at a col- 
lege in Stratford-upon-Avon; and 
Julian, 34, wasa sales manager in 
a Cornish car dealers. 

They have been taught how 
to buff up a pair of expensive 
leather shoes, how to lay a table 
for dinner and how to behave 
when they encounter the lady of 
the house in flagrante delicto. 

David, who will return to his 
super rich employer with his 
new skills, relishes bis work: "Tfs 
something that most people 
would only experience if they 
won the lottery,” he said. Julian 
has a job as a butler in the Unit- 
ed States and Robert is waiting 
for something to turn up. 

Rjrmer comprehensive pup& 
Michael Shaw, who runs the 
school with Lady Apsley, says all 
kinds of people could become 
butlers. “We would even take on 
extroverts, provided they knew 
when to shut up.” 



Napkin art: Michael Shaw (centre) teaching Julian Stubbs (left) and David Slater 


Phonogr a ph: Tom Pflston 


Close roads * 
- and cars 
disappear 



By Randeep Ramesh 

Trasnport Correspondent 

CLOSING roads to motorists 
can see up to a quarter of traf- 
fic “evaporate" from the na- 
tion’s highways, according to the 
Government's top adviser on 
transport. 

A survey of 60 cities around 
the world by Fbfl Goodwin, pro- 
fessor of transport studies at 
University College London 
and head of the Government's 
expert panel, found that the 
cheapest and easiest way to cut 
traffic jams is to close a few 
reads or limit the space avail- 
able to cars. Remarkably traf- 
fic appears to “disappear”. 

The findings revealed that 
traffic declined on altered roads 
by 41 per cent with Jess than half 
of the reduction reappearing on 
neighbouring roads. 

“That means on average 25 
percent of die traffic previous- 
ly using the roads disappeared 
from the networks dted," said Dr 
Sally Cairns, a researcher at 
UCL. She said the work showed 
that “people were much more 
adaptable in making travel choic- 
es than previously assumed”. 

Civil servants said new re- 
search would be co mmissi oned 
to examine how closing roads 
would affect people's choices of 
travel and the effect on the lo- 
cal economy. “"We need to look 
at how this will work on the 
local level,” said Tbm Worsley 
of the Department of the En- 
vironment, Transport and 
Regions. He said the depart- 
ment was inviting local 
authorities to produce transport 
plans to cut traffic. 

Hie new research could re- 
fuel the debate surrounding 
road-building. Last month, a re- 


port by influential ministerial ad- 
visors said that more roads do 
not mean more jobs. Many en- 
vironmentalists argue that a 4 
huge programme of pedcstri- ' 
anisation would help to reduce 
traffic and cut urban pollution. 

The report showed that more 
than 33 per cent of traffic dis- 
appeared from the roods near 
Hammersmith Bridge in London 
after it was dosed Inst year, [q 
W blverhampton, acontruversol 
pac kage of measures saw con- 
gestion cut by U percent 

Culling down the rood space 
available to cars has been long 
practised on the Continent. 
The most successful scheme 
looked at by the researchers - 
a five-year programme in Num- 
herg. Germany -saw traffic faO g 
by 140 per cent in the streets ™ 
around the “altered” areas. 

According to Professor 
Goodwin a package of mea- 
sures can “tip the balance” in 
favour of cutting congestion. “A 
modest amount of ‘disappear- 
ing traffic* can be critical when 
implementing bus lanes and 
pedestrian areas and for avoid- 
ing unacceptable levels of con- 
gestion,” he added. 

But motoring organisations 
were sceptical of the results. Tbc 
Royal Automobile Club point- 
ed out that with Hammersmith 
Bridge closure, neighbouring 
councils had complained about 
“extra traffic levels". 

■ Efforts to ease road conges- 
tion arc being hindered by ig- 9 
norance of public transport 
alternatives, says a MORI sur- 
vey. TWo in five people do not 
feel informed about local bus 
timetables and three in 10 feci 
tbe same about train times, the 
survey, conducted for Rail track 
and the RAC found. 


BSE team’s 



By Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


AN INDEPENDENT team in- 
vestigating “mad cow disease” 
was “horrified” to discover in 
1988 that the Ministry of Agri- 
culture was allowing blatantly 
diseased animals to be used to 
make human and animal food, 
they said yesterday. 

Professor Sir Richard 
Soutbwood, who chaired the 
four-man working party which 
was the first to examine die risks 
posed to human by “mad cow 
disease” or bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy (BSE), said 
that he recalled being told cows 
showing signs of the illnre? had 
their heads cut off with a chain 
saw once they reached an abat- 
toir. 

But it was not this detail 
which shocked them, he said: 
“ Y\fe were mostly horrified that 
tbe rest of the animal was go- 
ing into the food c hain ” be told 
the BSE Inquiry in London on 
the third day of public hearings. 
Just over two weeks later, new 
regulations forced tbe com- 
plete destruction of diseased an- 
imals. But the four men who 
had first drew up recommen- 
dations aimed at curbing the 
BSfc epidemic in cattle cid (hey 
were constantly thwarted by a 

cost-cutting dimate m whk* sci- 


ence funding was being cut 
back, and dvfl servants were ap- 
prehensive about the cost of im- 
plementing safety measures. 

They also criticised the fail- 
ure of the government and lo- 
cal authorities to police their 
preventative measures- such as 
banning meat and bone meal 
from being fed to cattle - which 
could have shortened the spaa 
of the epidemic. 

Sir Richard said: “It seems 
that the ban was not really ef- ^ 
fectiye until 1993, thereby ex- " 
tending the epidemic by nearly 
five years." 

Hiey also found scientific ex- 
perts in disarray, with centres of 
expertise being shut down so 
that there were only a limited 
number of independent experts 
outside government who could 
provide advice. 

Sir Richard recalled that in 
assessing the risk posed to hu- 
mans, “We knew that MAFF 
were anxious and had a marked 
tendency to be ‘optimistic*.” 

However, the four mem- 
bers of the committee said yes- 
terday that even with hindsight, 
they would not change their 
broad recommendations. But 
other members — significantly. 

Sir Richard — disagreed: “1 
wouldn't ban beef on the bone," 
he said later. “I would inform 
people about the relative risks.” 
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Barnstorming 
Wagner finds 
a perch in the 
Cotswolds 


By Kim Sengupta 

IT IS not perhaps the archetypal venue for 
some of the great opera classics. Not long 
ago the stage where the arias will be omg 
reverberated to the rarif|j^»nfii en<i anH mo o- 
ing of cows. 

Hut the former bam will this summer host 
the Longborough Opera Festival, with the 
staging of Das Rheingold, and The Barber of 
Seville and The Magic Flute to follow. 

The musical director for the V&gner epic 
is Alistair Dawes, for years head of music at 
the Royal Opera House and who has worked 
with some of the most renowned conductors, 
including Zubin Mehta, Sir Colin Davis and 
Bernard Haitink. He h»s also conducted Pe- 
ter Grimes at the Royal Opera House. 

Mr Dawes could be forgiven for feeling 
a surreal sense of dijd vu at the former hen 
house in Martin Graham’s Gloucestershire 
farm. It has 400 plush red auditorium seats 
from the Royal Opera House, Covent Gar- 
den, as well as boxes. Chandeliers hang from 
the ceiling,, and the outside is a mock-Fai- 
ladian facade, with intricately ornate doors 
and windows. The facade was dmtigncH by 
the Cirencester-based architect John Whit- 
loo and is constructed from concrete blocks 
and paving slabs. Wooden cut-outs of Rossi- 
ni, Verdi, Mozart, Puccini and Wagner, 
made by local artists, are bolted on when the 
operas are staged. 

Mr Graham's friends and supporters 
describe him as a 1990s Renaissance man. 
A properly developer, be has c omme rcial in- 
terests across Europe, headquarters in Lon- 
don, and a deep cultural interest in music 
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Pecking order: Martin Graham at hb theatre with some of the original inhabitants, and seats from the Royal Opera House 


as well as the desire to bring it to the 
Cotswolds. Not everyone shares this view. 

Some accuse him of despoiling an area 
of wonderful natural beauty. The Council for 
the Protection of Rural England has objected. 
Vera Burke, a member who lives in die vil- 
lage, complained: “Both the design and 


colour are an eyesore and Mr Graham is try- 
ing to ride roughshod over planning law.” Mr 
Graham claims no council consent was 
needed to build the facade because the Gen- 
eral Development Order allows a farmer to 
build a wall around his bam, and his is an 
agricultural building for most of the year. 


Cotswold District Council at first want- 
ed the facade to be replaced by a wall which 
would be more in keeping with other struc- 
tures in the area. But officialdom relented 
and the novel opera house was allowed to 
continue its existence. As the preparations 
went on fat Rhdngold, Mr Graham said: “It 


photograph: John Lawrence 

involves giants trying to destroy Val hall a, 
some may say not unlike the coundL All we 
want to do is to share what we have with oth- 
ers. My family has always been interested in 

the opera and this seems a worthwhile 
thing to do. Some people spend their mon- 
ey on Ferraris; I choose to do it on opera.” 
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Hanratty test 
‘inconclusive’ 

DNA TESTS to establish 
whether James Hanratty, who 
was hanged in 1962 for the A6 
murder, was wrongly executed 
are inconclusive and must be tak- 
en again, it emerged yesterday. 

Michael Hanratty, his broth- 
er; last night insisted that the con- 
viction is set to be overturned 
following assurances from the 
Criminal Cases Review Com- 
mission. DNA samples from 
Hanra tty's brother are being 
compared with samples from 
the underwear OF the victim's mis- 
tress, \blerie Stone; she was 
raped and shot in the attack in 
which scientist Michael Gregsten 

was killed. — Jason Bennetto 

MP fined 

MICHAEL COLVIN, 65, Tory 
MP for Romsey Hampshire, was 
last night fined £1,000 and or- 
dered to pay £14,000 costs by Al- 
1 ton magistrates, when he was 
convicted of polluting ground 
water beneath his farm in 1996. 
Ian Hewish, 54, the farm fore- 
man, had denied causing farm 
effluent to enter ground water 
beneath Home Farm, near An- 
dover; he was conditionally dis- 
charged for six months and 
ordered to pay costs of £290. 

Wreck inquiry 

JOHN PRESCOTT the Deputy 
Prime Minister, will today launch 
a public inquiry into the sinking 
of the MV Derbyshire in which 
ah 44 crew died Mr Prescott will 
also present the finding; of a £2m 
investigation into the causes of 
the sinking, 1 ,000 mDes off Japan, 
in 1980. — Randeep Ramesh 


Labour favours 
voluntary curbs 
on cigarettes 


By Glenda Cooper 

and Andrew Vines 

— ~~ 

THE Goverimwnt is lfl&ty’to 
favour voluntary measures 
rather than actual legislation to 
ban lighting up in public {daces, 
Action on Smoking and Health 
(Adi) said yesterday. 

The anti-smoking group’s 
comments came in the wake of 
yesterday’s report by foe Sci- 
entific Committee on Tobacco 
and Health which linked pas- 
sive smoking to lung cancer and 
urged the Government to con- 
sider restricting smoking in 
public places on the grounds of 
public health. 

In America several states 
have brought in anti-smoking 
n legislation. On 1 January, Cali- 
" forma banned smoking in virtu- 

alh'anpublfcbaildipgs,iiK ^id i ^ 

all watering holes, whether reg- 
ular bars, nightclubs or casinos. 

While smoking has been 
outlawed from restaurants in 
California for some time as in 
many US cities this was a step 
forward, with its detractors 
comparing it to Prohibition. 

Tbe same thing is unlikely to 

happen in the same way here. 
U is understood that the Gov- 
ernment is unlikely to bring in 
specific laws but would favour 
voluntary measures instead. 

This would mean that em- 
ployees could object to work- 
ing somewhere where smoking 
was allowed by complaining 
under Health and Safety at 
Work legislation, reminding 
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employers of their duty to their 
workers. Several cases of bar 
staff suing their employers have 
been raised in recent months. 

“I think what the Govern- 
ment hopes for is that what will 
happen is what happened in cin- 
emas where cinema-owners got 
fed up of cleaning up the places 
and found that their customers 
actually wanted smoke-free cin- 
emas,” said Give Bates of Aril. 

Smoking-related Alnesses 
are said to account for 50 mil- 
lion lori working days a year and 
some firms have threatened to 

dock pay off workers who take 
cigarette breaks. Essex Coun- 
ty Council in Harlow has told 
employees they must dock off 

before taking a smoking break 
outside the non-smoking build- 
ing after a study suggested that 
smokers spent an average of 40 
minutes. a day on cigarette, 
breaks. 

And Biggs and Shoe Mines, 


a c h a in of shoe shops in the 
North-west, believes that the 12 
yeare during which it paid non- 
smokers alGp-an-hour bonus 
led to a healthier and more 
efficient workforce. 

Perhaps the most serious 
threat the tobacco industry 
feces at the moment is poten- 
tial litigation. In America last 
year British American Tbbacco 
and other US tobacco giants 
such as Philip Morris and RJR 
Nabisco thrashed out a land- 
mark deal with the United 
States Attorney General for a 
$370bn tobacco settlement, to 
be paid over the next 25 years. 
This came in response to a 
stream of litigation against the 
tobacco industry whidi threat- 
ened to turn into a flood. 

If this ruling is adopted by 
the US Congress it wfll allow 
BAT to escape from class 
actions and punitive damage 
awards but not restrict indi- 
vidual litigants riafm mg against 
the tobacco groups. 

American tobacco litigation 
cost BAT £345m last year, 
including £25 8m worth of pro- 
visions for payments to health 
authorities in Tfcxas, Mississip- 
pi and Florida to cover patient 
care costs. 

Here litigation is becoming 
more of a reality. Last month 
judges ruled that lawyers fight- 
ing the case for 43 smokers on 
a “no-win, no-fee” basis should 
not personally have to foot the 
estimated £9m legal bQl even if 

they lose. 
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Tobacco barons refuse to back 
down in passive smoking battle 


THE health lobby was delight- 
ed by the report linking passrre 
smoking and lung ca ™ :e 'f’ .. 
lobacco industry stuc H. l ° 
guns that there was rto hnk es- 
tablished. Who is 

The report is the tate * “ * 

long line that havewarned foat 

breathing' someone use s 
smoke can cause limfi 


demiological studies looking 
at more than 4000 cases. 

It concluded that the nsk of 
hmg cancer in life-long non- 

. .1 CTTKllr- 


er was 24 per cent, and that 


drcwlfetes. 

During the 19S0S ^ numbCT 

of comprehensive teaemcm 

effects of passive smotangwre 
published, culminuunfi ma 
linajor review by the 
runmenral Protection 
1993 which dassified Enwro 
mental Tbbacco Smoke (t 1 *) 
as a class A carcinogen- 

Last November thc Bnt^ 

Medical Journal**^ 
analysis of. 37 published epi 


tobacco-speanc — 

the blood of non-«nokeis pro- 
vided c fear evidence of this. 

While dte evidence linking 
passive smoking and lung can- 

S^kfer weaker than that of ac- 
tive smoking, the cumulative 
evidence points that way- 

The tobacco industry refose 

to accept these findings saying 
foat the relative risks are not sig- 

^The ' Tbbacco Manufactures’ 
Association claimed 
that of 60 studies theyjiad 
looked at 80 per centshew* 
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day that he was convinced that 
passive smoking was not a 
killer. 

“There have been four re- 
ports into passive smoking so 
far and Done of them has been 
statistically condusive,” he said. 

“One even suggested that 
passive smoking actually re- 
duced the risk of death-” 

The . tobacco companies 
r.i H hn a World Health Organ! 
sation paper, leaked at the 
weekend, proved there was no 
link between passive smoking 
and lung cancer. 

The WHO say BAT have 
misinterpreted the data and 
there was actually an estimat- 
ed 16 per cent increased oflimg 
cancer among non-smoking 
mouses of smokers and the 
British Medical Association ac- 
cused the tobacco industry of 
“desperate disinformation". 
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By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

THOUSANDS of middle-class 
pupils are being let down by 
their local education authorities, 
according to figures revealed in 
a far-reaching study published 
today. 

The Audit Commission re- 
port shows startling differences 
in standards in local authorities 
serving similar areas. Schools in 
some affluent authorities are 
coasting by on standards which 
are no better than those in 
some of the poorest 

Figures for the IS most af- 
fluent councils show that the 
worst-performing affluent 
council, Lincolnshire, does no 
better in its GCSE results than 
Camden in London which 
comes top of the 15 poorest 
councils. 

Poverty is not necessarily a 
bar to high standards. Schools’ 
academic performance in some 
poor authorities is twice as 
good as that in other similar ar- 
eas. 

Camden has 40 per cent of 
pupils getting five or more good 
GCSEs. Southwark, another 
London borough, comes bottom 
of the 15 poorest authorities 
with 20 per cent yet the differ- 
ence in deprivation is much less. 

The proportion of pupils 
receiving free school meals -the 
figure used to measure depri- 
vation - is 37 percent in Cam- 
den and 49- per cent in 
Southwark. 

The London borough of 
Hackney, where ministers last 
year sent in a hit squad to sort 
out the education authority, 
does surprisingly welL It comes 
seventh, though the propor- 
tion of pupils taking free school 
meals figure is 55 per cent. 
Kensington and Cbelsea, where 
it is 44 per cent, comes second. 


Buckinghamshire, Kingston- 
upon-Thames, North Yorkshire 
and Dorset come top of the af- 
fluent councils while the East 
Riding of Yorkshire, Warwick- 
shire and Hereford and 
Worcester join Lincolnshire at 
the bottom. 

David Blunkett, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, wel- 
comed the report. “It is 
remarkable to find that some of 
the least deprived areas in the 
country are producing GCSE 
comparable to those in the 
most deprived areas. This shows 
that poverty is no excuse for 
poor standards and that some 
better areas are guilty of coast- 
ing." 

The report shows that coun- 
cils are issuing statements for 
pupils with special educational 
needs more quickly than they 
were a year ago, but complains 
that there are still some au- 
thorities in which the wait is un- 
acceptably long. In Barnsley, 
almost no statements were pro- 
duced within the Government’s 
IS- week time target. SandweQ. 
Sefron. Stockport and Salford 
do little better. 

Paul Vevers, the commis- 
sion’s director of audit, said: 
“What can explain the perfor- 
mance of the bottom six or sev- 
en authorities? Councillors 
must draw up an urgent action 
plan." 

Under the last government, 
the study shows, funding per 
pupil fell sharply in real terms 
between 1993 and 1997. Primary 
school spending fell by 2 per 
cent and secondary by 4 per 
cent. But the study emphasises 
that money does not guarantee 
good resides. Lincolnshire, for 
instance, spends £2,405 per 
pupd while Buckinghamshire 
spends £2027 and Camden 
spends £300 less than South- ' 
waric. 



Pupils let 
down by 
affluent 
councils 





Boxing dever: Robin Cook photographed by Paul Priestman, the designer of the instant Fisher Price camera which prints on fun paper 

Cook has designs on selling Britain 


By Nonie Niescwand 

ROBIN COOK unveiled a col- 
lection of designer gizmos in 
his office yesterday which he 
is going to sell around die 
world. 

Wraparound sunglasses 
for Nike, an underwater cam- 
era, an orange bubbly vinyl 
cover for a Pet Shop Boys CD, 
a Swatch telephone shaped 
tihe an inner sole and Wallace 
and Gromit are just a few of 
the thmgg that will greet vis- 
iting dignitaries meeting the 
Foreign Secretary, 
~The~cafledzotiwas chosen 


by the Design Council to high- 
light the fact that British de- 
signers with an international 
profile can put back the fan 
intn ftmctionaL 

But it is more than a beau- 
ty contest. “Foreign ambas- 
sadors may he nwwiwii and 
encouraged to use the mobile 
phones, cameras and son- 
glasses,” Mr Cook believes. 

The display wfll stand for 
at least a year; and the exhi- 
bition will only be changed 
oaice because not many states- 
men visit twice. 

The first step in a Foreign 
Office initiative to brand 


Britain abroad, Robin Cook 
hopes that it wiD “ get across 
the message on the quality of 
British design”. 

Carefully avoiding any ref- 
erence to “Cool Britannia”, the 
Foreign Secret ar y explained 
that he was following a tradi- 
tion set by Palmerston, who 
was “ruthless about promot- 
ing British trade". 

The Fisher Price camera 
for children instantly prints 
ont the image taken onto fax 
paper patterned with the back- 
ground of a hundred dollar 
bill, or a TV screen framing it, 
or a speak bubble. Its mi- 


crochip is walk in Scotland, 
the rest is made In the Far 
East, the client is American 
and you can't bqy it in Britain. 
But Mr Cook isn't fussed. 

“ Sure, Td rather that his- 
torically we had explored the 
strength of British design. 
But there are still 25,000 peo- 
ple across Britain employed in 
design. The design indnshy is 
a big industry And yes, who 
wouldn’t want to see more 
made in Britain? But some- 
times it is appropriate to nan , 
ufacture elsewhere." 

Uro buildings— Aisop and 
Storm eris *Le Grande Bfeoe* 


regional HQ for the council in 
Marseilles and Norman Fos- 
ter’s Reichstag in Berlin - 
are included in the showcase. 
The Government is as inters 
ested in the design ofbtrikifagi 
as in products. 

Bo what would the Ford^i 
Secretary like most? 

“Should we ever serve 
famipd drinks, I »i*mI 1 crush 
the cans afterwards” he said, 
demonstrating the bottle 
-grea Attiia can crusher - 
and proving that his 18th cen- 
tury table was too flimsy for 
tins robust activity, 
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TONY BLAIR was "unphasodP 
yesterday after having cold wa- 
ter poured on his government 
from ihe rock stare who last year 
were the toast of Downing 
Street 

Like the dousing of John 
Prescon at the Brit awards last 
month, the stare led by Jarvis 
Cocker of Pulp told Mr Blair 
that his way of ruling Britannia 
was decidedly “uncool". 

Cocker said: “U’s worse than 
if the Tories got in, in a way, be- 
cause with the Tories you would 
expect the same old shit to hap- 
pen.” Tim Burgess of the Char- 
latans said there did not seem 
to be a great deal of difference 
between the old Tories and new 
Labour. Ian Broudie of the 
Lightning Seeds said it was “the 
same company but there’s a dif- 
ferent bloke in charge". 

Even Alan McGee of Cre- 
ation Records, who has been 
brought in to join a government 
task force, said that a lot of what 
Mr Blair's government was do- 
ing was making things worse. 

But the Prime Minister's of- 
ficial spokesman yesterday dis- 
missed their criticism as “out of 
tune” with the British people. 

Steven Wells, a writer for 
NME music newspaper, said the 
friction between the pop world 
and the Government had come 
to a head when a bucket of wa- 
ter was threwn over Mr Prescott 
at the Brit awards. “New 
Labour has felt able to use the 
credibility and the cache of 
Cool Britannia, which is essen- 
tially rock'n'roll, willy-nilly with- 
out actually giving us anything 
bade in the way of policies. If 
you actually look at Labourpdi- 
ties, we’ve been stabbed in the 
back a gain and again.” 

But Downing Street was 
whistling through the cold 
shower of disillusionment. The 
Prime Minister's offirial 
spokesman said of Mr Blair 
“Hehas talked about a post-eu- 
phoria, pre-delivery phase and 
that is the phase we are in.” 
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Macintosh PowerBook is now more 





If you’ve contemplated the idea of a new Macintosh 1 " PowerBook™ but 
have been holding back because of the cost— think again. Why? Because 
Apple Resellers are now selling the Macintosh PowerBook 1400 from as 
little as m ex.VAT (£1173.83 inc. VAT). 


But if you thought this 
price tag just bought 
you a basic system, 

*.i ■* .1 ' V « . • * 

nothing could be 
further from the truth. 
The PowerBook 1400 comes with 16MB of RAM and a feisty . 
l66Mhz PowerPC™ 603e processor. For multimedia and 
presentations, there’s an 8x-speed CD-ROM drive, 11.3-inch 
colour display and built-in sound. And to keep you connected, 
networking capabilities are built-in as standard. 

Add to this, the fact that the PowerBook 1400 comes with 
ClarisWorks™and the Apple Internet Assistant— and you’ve got 
a system that’s ready-to-use from the moment you open up 
the box. 

So if you think the Apple PowerBook 1400 is right for 
you call your nearest Apple Authorised Reseller today. 


To buy one of the latest Macintosh PowerBook range, call your local Apple Reseller 


Authorised Reseller 


Town/City 

Aberdeen . 

Alfreton, Nr Derby 

Barnsley 

Bdlshill 

Birmingham 

Brentford , 

Burnley •' 

Cambridge 

Cambridge 

Canterbury 

Carshalton 

Cheltenham 

Edinburgh 

Glasgow 

Glasgow 

Guildford 

Hampton Hill 

Leeds 

London, E15 

London, N7 

London, NW1 

London, NW4 

London, NW10 

London, SE12 

London, SW1V 

London, W10 

London, W1 

London, W14 

London, WIN 

Manchester 

Milton Keynes 

Nottingham 

Oxford 

Reading 

Reading 

Romford 

' Slough j 

Tfelford 

• Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire 
Turners Hill, Wfest Sussex 

Wmingtoo 

Wttford 

Mark 

N Ireland, Dungannon 


Reseller Telephone No 

Scotsys Computer Systems 01224 873737 

Gordon Harwood Computers Ltd 01773 836781 

F H Brown Pic 01226777110 

Scotsys Computer Systems 01698 846001 

PCM Technologies Ltd 0121 585 0191 

Computer Warehouse Ltd 0181 400 1234 

F H Brown Pic ; 01282853557 

AppleCentre Cambridge 01223 247111 

ME Electronics 01223350216 

First Temptation Computers Ltd 01227 764455 • 

MacLine 0181 401 1111 

Grafs Digital Technologies Lid 01242 245005 

Scotsys Computer Systems 0131 557 5995 

PCM Technologies Ltd 0141 943 0566 

Scotsys Computer Systems 0141 339 9627 

The Mac Zone 0800 393 696 

Computercare 0181 943 3922 

Computercare 0113 242 0601 

PCM Technologies Ltd 0181 519 4497 

MR Systems 0371 700 2121 

Camelot 0171 383 2727 

AppleCentre Chromasonic 0181 203 8989 

SRS Systems Ltd 0800 731 6198 

MygaieLtd 0800 018 9092 

Trams Pic 0171 544 1222 

London Graphic Systems 0181 964 9772 

Micro Anvika ltd 0171 636 2547 

’fasha Computers 0171 602 9444 

Albion Computers Pic 0171 323 0220 

FH Brown Pic 0161 66l 1099 

Orchard Computing Ltd 01908 640313 

Jigsaw Systems Ltd 0115 916 5599 

ME Electronics 01865 728700 

ME Electronics 0118 950 0551 

Thames valley Systems Pic 0118 950 3500 

EuroMac 01708 479898 

ApplePbint Thames Mey 01753 518866 

Kinetsys ltd 01952 246111 

AT Computers 01684 291112 

PCM Technologies Ltd 01342717175 

AppleCentre Warrington 01925 444499 

MacWhrehouse • 0800 181 332 

The Savflle Group Ltd 01904 782782 

Office Overload 01868 727323 




Also available at branches of John Lewis department stores. 


The above docs not amsdruie a full listing of Apple ftedlen;. 
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Performance art: a star-studded cast for the Royal Opera House's hall of fame 




True to life: Part of a series 
of bronzes of great 

performers which have 
been cast to raise money 
for the Royal Opera House 
at Covent Garden. From' 
left to right: Darcey 
Bussell, Dame Kiri Te 
Kanawa and Luciano 
Pavarotti 



THERE'S NO BETTER VALUE 
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Minister 

told tax 
break will 





crisis 


By David Lister 
Arts NewEdior 



THE Government wilj be chal- 
lenged tonight to help end the 
crisis in the arts by making all 
donations to the arts tax de- 
ductible - a change advocated 
in Tke Independent's campaign. 

Mark Fisher, minister for the 
arts, will be one of the speak- 
ers at a special debate on arts 
funding organised by The 
Independent and The Royal 
Academy. 

And he w3i be told by fellow 
panellist Peter Jenkinson, di- 
rector of the New Art Gallery, 
WklsalL, that the changes we 
want to be announced in next 
week’s Budget would alleviate 
the crisis affecting many re- 
gional galleries. 

Hunting to the exhibitions^ 
Treasures of England, The 
Regional Collections, currently 
on show at the Royal Academy, 
Mr Jenkinson will say: “Ws 
should pause to reflect upon the 
enormous generosity of former 
generations who enable us to 
enjoy what we see on the walls 
today. 

“In the mean-spirited 1990s, 
when everything has a price, a 
reminder of such publio-spirit- 
edaess in such huge proportions 
is refreshing to witness. 

“Public spiritedness toward 
the arts today will be hugely en- 
couraged by the incentive that 
all contributions should be tax 
deductible. People want to sup- 
port their favourite galleries and 
other arts institutions. They 
should be supported in this 
wish, not discouraged from do- 
ing so. " . 

. Mr Fisher will speak for the 
Government .in, 'the. debate, , 
which wi^'befeefd at 'tie Roy- 
al Academy this evening. 

He will be part of a panel 
that will include Jude Kelly, 
artistic director of the West 
Yorkshire Playhouse, Genista 
McIntosh, executive director 
of the National Theatre, David 
Gordon, secretary of the Roy- 


SAVE \ 

THE 

ARTS 


ai Academy and Peter Jenkin- 
son. The debate will be chaired 
by the broadcaster and arts 
writer Melvyn Bragg, Leading 
figures in the arts in the invit- 
ed audience will indude Phillip 
Hedley of the Theatre Royal, 
Stratford East Jennifer Ed- 
wards of the National Campaign 
for the Arts. Andreas Whittam 
Smith of the British Board of 
Film Classification and 
Jonathan Holloway, of Red 
Shift Theatre. 

The Royal Academy of Arts 
and The Independent Fbrumon 
Government Funding of the 
Arts' will look at the future of 
arts funding in Britain, follow- 
ing The Independent and Inde- 
pendent on Sunday campaign 
urging the Chancellor, Gor- 
don Brown, to make all dona™' 
lions to the arts tax deductible 
in the forthcoming budget 

A simple system could be 
brought in to replace the mud- 
dled ami cumbersome system of 
tax relief through covenants 
and the Gift Aid Scheme. 

This would massively in- 
crease the amount of money in- 
dividuals give to the ails, and 
help end the finanrial crisis 
cultural institutions are facing. 

^ The system is riddled with . 
anomalies,. Some . artsqrgani^ 
rations are' charities; others are 
not. 

Thx relief can- only be 
darned where the organisation 
is a charily. In addition tax re- 
lief can only be claimed on do- 
nations above £250, a deterrent 
to many who would like to 
help the arts. 



Challenge: New Art Gallery director Peter Jenkinson 
(left) and arts minister Marie Fisher 


DAILY POEM 


Florence Nightingale 

By Michael Longley 

Through your pocket glass you have let disease expand 
7b remote continents of pain where you go far 
With rustling cuff and starched apron, a soft hand: 

Beneath the bandage maggots are stitching the scar. 

For many of the men who lie there it is late 
And you allow them at the edge of consciousness 
The halo of your lamp, a brothel's fanlight 
Or a night light carried in by nanny and nurse. 

You know that even with officers and clergy 
Moustachioed lips will purse into fundaments 
And under sedation all the bad words emerge 

To be rinsed in your head tike the smell of wounds. 

Death ’s vegetable sweetness at both rind and core - 
Name a weed and you find it grmiing everywhere. 

poems until tomorrow come from Penguin Modi 

Sii^f 7 ' 99 ) * whicfaw ^belbe last volume in i 
^uenti^senes. It contains a selection from the work 

Mydnel ^ngley and Robin Roberts, 
chosen by the poets themselves. 


JUUHHSraMCE. 


Low cost ? 
Full cover P 


foil 0800 77 99 55 

Jofajogt more abortJ>rimec^ motmg ref Mliremir. 

Prime Health 





9/NEWS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 12 MARCH 1998 

9 






MPs warn of purse-to-wallet 


Ringo drums up funds for cancer care appeal 

Ringo Starr helping to launch Marie Curie Cancer Careen £32m Golden Daffodil appeal in 
Park, central London, yesterday. The former Beaded first wife died of leukaemia 
in 1995 and his present wHefe mother died of cancer a year ago Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


By Diand Coyle 

Economics Editor 

MPS WARNED the Govern- 
ment that it most ensure plans 
to replace Family Credit with a 
new tax credit in next week’s 
Budget do not switch cash from 
women to men in low-income 
households. 

In its report on tax and ben- 
efit reform, the 'Commons se- 
lect committee on social 
security said the planned work- 
ing famili es tax credit . could 
cost women up to £40 a week, 
leaving them with an unfair 
share of the family income and 
harming the interests of Fheir 
children. 

It rejected Treasury evidence 

that there was little risk of a 
“purse to waiter transfer re- 
sulting horn the abolition of 
Famil y Credit, saying it would 
scrutinise carefully the practi- 




cal implementation of the Gov- 
ernment's proposals. 

The report condaded that 
families must be given the 
choice between receiving the 
new tax credit in the pay pack- 
et -which goes to the man in 
nine out of 10 eligible couples 
- or having it paid directly to the 
principal carer, which is the sit- 
uation now. 

The MPs on the influential 


tax 


committee accepted evidence 
from experts that income was 
not shared fairly within house- 
holds. Research showed that 
women were more likely to 
spend income on children. 

According to the committee: 
“Whatever the other merits of 
paying through the wage pack- 
et, any transfer of income from 

women to men implicit in pay- 
ment through the wage packet 
would not be in the best inter- 
ests of children." 

It noted that Martin Taylor, 
chairman of the Government’s 
taskforce on tax and benefit re- 
form, had recognised this and 
regarded protecting the inter- 
ests of children as essential. 
Gordon Brown will announce 
the details of the ^forking Fam- 
ilies Thx Credit, a key element 
in the his polities to improve the 
rewards from work for those on 
low pay, in Tuesday’s Budget. 


Yesterday’s report empha- 
sised the importance of help 
with childcare, saying: “We rec- 
ommend that a very high pri- 
ority be given to assisting 
low-income households with 
the cost of childcare.” 

This is something the Chan- 
cellor has signalled he will ad- 
dress in the Budget, although 
the likely scale of any new 
childcare credit is unclear: 

While welcoming the broad 
thrust of the. Government’s ap- 
proach to tax and benefit re- 
form, the select committee’s 
report expressed other doubts 
about the Working Families 
Tax Credit. 

One concern was whether 
encouraging people to work 
was the right priority for all fam- 
ilies, especially those with very 
young children. 

In addition, it said that the 
administration of the existing 


Family Credit by the Benefits 
Agency was very efficient The 
Government must set targets to 
ensure the new system is run just 
as effectively by the Inland 
Revenue, and that recipients are 
guaranteed a fixed level of pay- 
ment for six months at a time 
to provide stability. 

The new system must also 
address the needs of the self-em- 
ployed, the MPs said. 

They can receive Family 
Credit but as they have no pay 
packet it is not dear how they 
will be paid the Working Fam- 
ilies Thx Credit 

The select committee 
stressed that although the 
new credit would require the 
Inland Revenue to assess the tax 
of claimant couples jointly, 
there should be no question 
of e nding individual and inde- 
pendent taxation for the ma- 
jority of couples. 


Tory sell-offs 
denounced as 
Arthur Daley 
economics’ 


By Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

THE Conservative government 
was guilty of “Arthur Daley 
economics," a minister claimed 
yesterday as new criticisms 
emerged of finandal practices 
before the general election. 

Ian McCartney, the trade 
and industry minister, said a 
damning National Audit Office ' 
report on water privatisation 
was an indictment of 18 years 
of Conservative rule. 

“The Tbrics were caught 
practising Arthur Daley eco- 
nomics and flogging off the 
nation's assets as if they were at 
a car boot sale. It is no wonder 
Uny were kicked out of office,” 
he said. 

As Mr McCartney issued 
his statement, a further NAO 
report criticised the £1.25m 
purchase in 1990 of an NHS in- 
formation system. The system’s 
author was employed to devel- 
op it despite owning a firm 
which went then matte £850,000 
profit from it over five years. 

Sir John Bourn, the head of 
the NAO, says in the report that 
the deal had created a poten- 
tial conflict of interest for Dr 
James Read. 

Dr Read, a GP based in 
Leicestershire, had spent a 
great deal of his own time and 
money developing Read Codes, 
a computer-based thesaurus of 
clinical terms and synonyms 
designed to allow doctors to 
communicate with one anoth- 
er more easily. 

In 1988, the codes were cho- 
sen for adoption across the 
NHS and in December the fol- 
lowing vear Dr Read agreed to 
sell them for £600,000 - a fig- 
ure which then rose to £l-25m 

two months later. 

Dr Read then became the 


first director of the new. NHS 
Centre for Coding and Classi- 
fication, which developed the 
codes. His firm, Computer Aid- 
ed Medical Systems Limited, 
was given exdusive rights to dis- 
tribute and support them. 

Sir John’s report is particu- 
larly critical of the way the 
NHS executive handled the is- 
sue.lt had finally decided ip re- 
place Dr Read gsdnectar cf |be 
centre only in December 1996, 
after the NAO' investigation 
into the case had begun. 

“In particular we believe 
[the executive} should make it 
dear that the NHS should not 
employ people to develop or 
promote goods or services in 
which they have a financial in- 
terest,” the report said. 

Last night, the NHS execu- 
tive said it would respond ful- 
ly to the criticisms at a hearing 
of the Commons Public Ac- 
counts Committee on 23 
March. It remained fully com- 
mitted to Dr Read’s system as' 
a standard vocabulary for the 
NHS, it added. 

The Conservative adminis- 
tration came under further fire 
yesterday from Tbny Blair after 
an NAO report wanted that 
more than £300m was missing 
from a pension fund set up fol- 
lowing the privatisation of the 
water industry. 

“It is extraordinary that as a 
result of Conservative privati- 
sations literally hundreds of 
milli ons of taxpayers’ money 
was lost - money that was 
squandered, money that could 
have been spent cm better ser- 
vices," the Prime Minister said. 

“The very fact that they be- 
haved so badly when priva ti si n g 
some of our essential public 
services is the reason why they 
must never be allowed back in 
charge of those services again.” 


Sega tries to lure 
older game addict 


THE SEGA games pant is 
branching out into sportswear, 
watches, bags and in-line skates 
in a bid to win back the man 
who has slight outgrown com- 
puter games. 

Chrissic Kenton, from Fust 

Artists Licensing. 
mg market the goods for Seg3, 
said: “Ideally, llw WfS® 1 B , 
male 16-25 year olds, but we re 
also looking at the men m then- 
early thirties. 

-A lot of men go away frwn 

computer games in their la e 
twenties while they 

have ldds. and then mihOTti^ 

ties computer games bccom 
sort of hobby for them. 

Scga’s main market will tw 

menwhostiUphty^^ 
games and want i 00 * 
and trendy.” 


The features 
Ford couldn’t 




TOYOTA STARLET 1.31. 

0-60 mph, 1 1.9 seconds. 

Driver’s airbag. 

Front seat belt pre-tensioners. 

Immobiliser. 

Side impact beams. 

1.3-litre, 16-valve engine. 

High-mounted stop lamp. 

Tinted glass. 

Body coloured bumpers. 

Side rubbing strip. 

Remote boot and fuel filler 
release. 


FORD FIESTA l.3i ENCORE. 

0-60 mph, 14.8 seconds. 

Driver’s airbag. 

Front seat belt pre-tensioners. 
Immobiliser. 

Side impact beams. 


£ 7,995 


£ 8,615 


Ms Kenton said: “it’s a first, 
and branding is veiy much the 

way forward. It could lead to 
loads of other items being sold, 
including chocolate. 

One of Segp’s main com- 
puter games rivals, Sony, says if 
fe already selling T-shirts, tops 
and sportswear on a smaller 
scale through its Sony PlaySta- 
tion magazine. -T .- 

A spokeswoman said. Its 

relatively new, and only avail- 
able in the UK. But sales are go- 
ing weU, and if it take off we 
might consider selling via the In- 

tCt Maj6r retailers C & A, 
Debenhams and the Hoi^eof 
Fraser are all pfcummg^ w stock 
Sega clothes, which could be 
available as early as this sum- j 
mer. 



PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AS AT '10/3/98. 


For more information call 0800 777555. THE CAR IN FRONT IS A ©TOYOTA 


e*cao Sfl per man? Halt 




THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 12 MARCH 1*98 

10 


10/NEWS 


Why children 
say bunking off 
school is cool 


BUNKING off is cool. That T s 
why LQy and Lucy started- And 
once they had started, they 
found they couldn't stop. 

Uly, who is 16, has not at- 
tended school regularly since 
she was 1 1. “It’s the peer pip- 
sure thing. We started bunking 
off a lesson in the toilets for a 
laugh. Then you do it for a day, 
a week, a month. 

“The first rime I bunked oft 
for three days no one noticed. 
School is boring. The excite- 
ment of bunking is that you 
might get caught. Sometimes 
you want to be caught." 

She forged sickness notes 
from her parents and bung 
about in friends' houses, burger 
bars and Oxford Street shops. 
She isn't anti-education, just 
anti-school. Now she has a 
home tutor and is studying for 
GCSEs and planning to go to 
college. 

Lucy, who attends an all-girls 
school did not start truanting 
until she was 12. “People kept 
saying to me why don’t you 
bunk off. So I did. Then I kept 
missing things and it's hard to 
go back because you have to go 
back. The others look down on 
you." 

Michelle. 15. also feels she 


More fun and less pressure are what 
youngsters want reports Judith Judd 


is trapped in a pattern she can- 
not break. ‘Tfcacbers should be 
more understanding. We are 
doing Macbeth and I keep miss- 
ing bits so I get confused. The 
teacher just says, you don’t 
come to school why should I 
bother with you?" 

Sometimes she gets as far as 
the bus-stop in the morning but 
no further. 

For Jack, aged 13, it was not 
peer pressure but bullying 
which led to two months’ tru- 
anting. He told his parents he 
was going to schools each day 
then hung about in Camden 
Ibwn. Unlike another panel 
member, who was beaten up in 
his first week by sixth-formers, 
he was not physically attacked, 
but his classmates made racist 
comments. 

A social worker found him 
roaming the streets and he has 
now been back at school for a 
month. He doesn’t know why, 
but the racist taunts have 
stopped. 

So what will be they be 
telling the Prime Minister? 


Most wish someone had tried 
harder to keep them in scbooL 
“Schools should be harder 
places to escape from," says 
lily. 

“There should be more so- 
cial workers to help people 
back,” says Jack. 

“There should be less pres- 
sure,” says Sena, aged 14. “It’s 
the pressure of having to get up 
in the morning. Ids the pressure 
of teachers not letting you go 
at your own speed and piling on 
the work. It would be better to 
do fewer GCSEs.” 

Hollie, 12, says: “Teachers 
should make lessons more fun 
and interesting instead of just 
telling us to copy thing s down 
in a book.” 

Michael aged 14, says: 
“Tbachers should be more 
friendly. They shout at you 
about missin g lessons and that 
mairt»s you dislike them more.” 

He is not worried about 
leaving school without qualifi- 
cations. He intends to be a black 
cab driver like several of his re- 
lations. 




School** out A group of truants from London on a panel that wffl advise the Government* social exclusion unit Photograph: Rui Xavier 

Pupils’ panels to advise Blair on solution 


By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

CHILDREN who regularly skip school 
joined panels yesterday to advise the 
Prime Minister on how to tadde truancy 
Unison and the National Association 
of Social Woricers hare invited 100 chil- 
dren to take part in panels in London, 


Scotland and the north-west Their 
ideas will be sent to the Governments 
social exclusion emit 

Unison reckons that 80MO0 children 
-one in ten -play truant Some are as 
young as seven. 

John Findlay; the anion’s national 
officer for social services, said: “It is the 
first time lads have had a chance to talk 


about this as a group. They say school 
is boring and frustrating. There is 
peer pressure to skip scbooL Most of 
them fed they can’t go back to school 
because they will get told oft 

“It doesn’t seem to be a very healthy 
way of dealing with the problem. 

“We have to look at wider things, at 
schools’ attitudes, at parents’ attitudes 


- many parents encourage it - and at 
social and economic reasons. 

“Many of those kids want an edu- 
cation but not this one. A lot of them 
are really bright kids. 80(1000 kids can't 
be wrong. 

“There is something wrong with 
our social and educational system and 
we need to take a fresh look at it.” 
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The Link 


Jail warning in 
Lawrence 
murder inquiry 



THE five young men arrested 
for the murder of the' black 
teenager Stephen Lawrence 
face jail if they refuse to give ev- 
idence at a public inquiry into 
his the investigation’s ■ 
chairman warned yesterday. 

.Three men were formally 
cleared of the murder in 1993 
of 18-year-old Stephen (pic- 
tured) in Eltbam, south-east 
Loudon, while the case against 
two others never came to trial. 
All five refused to answer ques- 
tions at last year’s inquesL 

Sir William Macpherson of 
Guny, who is chairing the pub- 
lic inquiry, said: “My intention 
is that they wiD be called before 
the inquiry. If they refuse they 
are liable to be prosecuted for 
failure to give evidence before 


the court. In my view [that in- tend the inquiry, which starts 
dudes] both failure to attend or next Monday, 
failure to give evidence." Sir William, a former high 

The three cleared at the Old court judge, said the main aim 
Bailey in 1996 -Neil Acourt the inquiry was not to discorer 

Gary Dobson, also 22, and Lu ttfcC wbo killed Stephen Lawrence, 
Knight, 20 -cannot be tried foTtJutto look at flaws in the po 
the murder again. The two liceinvestig^tfom u Thisisnota 
whose cases never came to a full trial it is not an investigation to 
trial - David Norris, 21, and discover who committed the 
Jamie Acourt, 21 - could still murder. It is a Itolke Act inquiry 
face fresh criminal proceed- into the policing and all that took 
ings. Ail five, however, could place after the murder.” 
face a civil daim for damages It would not be a failure if 
from the Lawrence family. at the end of the inquiry he was 
Sir William said the men had unable to name Stephen’s 
been offered a solicitor and had killers. But he added: “If the ev- 
been asked to make statements idence emerges that enables me 
“as to whether they will give ev- to say on the balance of prob- 
idence and what they will say”, abilities, or to be sure, that I 
But they bad given no indka- know who killed Stephen 
tion of whether they would at- Lawrence, then I shall say so." 
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Why pay more? 


Why pay in te r est 

1/TCA I rates of 20% or more on 
i your credit cards when 
you could pay the UK's 
lowest rate - 6.9% APR FIXED - with a 
Cipilal One VISA card? And there's No 
Annual Fee! 

just transfer your balance from 
yoar high interest cards, to our low 

&9% APR Capital One VISA card and you 
could SAVE up fa PWf ■" ypr* 

And after January 1999 you'll only pay the 
low rate of 17.9% APR variable. 

The Capital One VISA card is 
wherever you see the VISA sign, and you 
don't need to bank with us. Capital One 
is one of the (ddest established credit 
card businesses in the world with over 
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Spot check: A stuffed leopard which was one of a number of endangered species found in a raid on a 
taxidermy shop in north London by the wildlife unit of the Metropolitan police Photograph: Geoff Caddlck 
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At last, a better savings rate for 

your business. 

At Standard Life Bank we believe 
businesses should receive an excellent rate 
of interest for their savings. Our new Duect 
Access Savings Account for businesses offers 
limited companies, sole trader 
partnerships, clubs, associations, charities 
and pension fund trustees a new way . 
maximise on their savings. 


It's simple. An easy to operate 
account working alongside your current 
business account and offering you; 

• consistently competitive rates of interest 

• convenience of a telephone based operation 

• no Tn biimiim deposit 

• no day to day charges 

• no notice of withdrawal required 

• no limit on the number of withdrawals 

• no penalties. 


High interest means better business. 

Our Direct Access Savings Account for 
businesses makes a great deal of sense. Your 
business can enjoy high rates of interest from 
as little as a pound on deposit. Interest can be 
paid monthly or annually - whatever suits 
your business needs best. 

Simple to arrange. . 

Opening a Direct Access Savings 


Account for your business couldn't be 
simpler; you can talk to your financial 
adviser who can contact us on your behalf or 
call us direct - it only takes a few minutes. 


0345 55 56 59 


Saving has never been simpler 






Hie OK (priced appte » baboon at ajXOfiOOaad mc 


UfcBmnoirf ffiniai^ faryMpmriMLttlqtott^wai be adMtel'W me ■!» mooter 

' - ■ ■- .-I-. - . ■ — - - J — — * fip lVvl M ■ > m 1 ■ — *-« — ■ rt.. . * 


PHONE UNES OPEN MOHDAY-FRIDAY SAM-9 PM, SATURDAY ftAM-SPM 


Office Samdant Itfe Haase 30 tmUmSeml 


CrikcoaSc^pcrnanmrmal tanpi f 

w, ■ * 


THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 12 MARCH 1998 

II 


11/NEWS 




face earner 
at airports 


“y Colin Brown 

Oiief PoTitiml Correspondent 

CLOSED-CIRCUIT television cam- 
eras are to be installed for- the first 
tune at major airports including 
Heathrow as a security check on 
immigrants. 

The move is likely to be chal- 
lenged by civil rights groups who are 
already concerned about the inva- 
sion of privacy through CCTV in 
towns and cities, but the move by the 
Home Office is supported by one 
leading migrants' group. 

The Home Office yesterday con- 
firmed that it would be authorising 
the use of CCTV surveillance at the 
entry gates at Heathrow and other 
international airports to film all 
passengers as they leave the aircraft. 

Most of the public areas of air- 
ports are already covered by CCTV, 
including the perimeters, to main- 
tain surveillance against terrorists, 
but it will be the first time that the 
cameras have been installed on the 
airside of airports, where tight se- 
curity is already m aintain ed. 

hmnigrationofficmarKiCustonK 
& Excise officials believe the use of 
cameras could combat attempts at il- 
legal entry by passengers, or evasion 
by smugglers who wait in the arrival 
lounges until airports become crowd- 
ed before trying to enter using 
forged documents or with dr ugs. 

The move was welcomed by Tbra 
Mukherjee, president of the Con- 
federation of Indian Organisations, 
which has been campaigning for 
some years for the introduction of 
CCTV at major ports of entry to pro- 
tect legal migrants from unnecessary 
checks. Confirmation that the cam- 
eras wifi be installed was given to Mr 
Mukherjee at a meeting yesterday at 
the Home Office with Mike O’Brien, 
the minister for immigration.. 

It follows a trial of strategically 
placed CCTV cameras at Heathrow 
which Mr O'Brien said could “per- 


form a valuable security rale” *iri 
some areas of British airpOrts. <Mr 
O'Brien also.said that a£ast-tradci§>- 
peal system would be introduced for 
migrants who-are refosedvisasfor , 
entering Britain; it wdl ejiablc the 
appeals to be heard before they 
reach this country. •' 

The Home Office also agreecTto : 
a feasibility study into the recording 
of interviews between immigration 
officers and asylum reekets. 

The wideruseofCC^FV at airports 


of entry could opiex^theway to the 
routine use of CCTV elsewhere 
through immigration areas, ftneh id- 
ing at interviews with imnngratioacif-. 


check on the rights of migrants. 

Mr Mukheijee said: "This is the 
first government I have known in 30 
years dealing with ministers to have 
a positive approach to the issue of 
immigration. We welcome the in- 
troduction of CCTV because we 
want justice to be seen to be done. 
Already there are CCTV cameras m 
supernrarkets,andinthehighstreeL 
It should not be seen as an invasion 
of privacy. We hope if will protect' 
migrants from unnecessary checks 
at ports of entry.’' 

The migrants’ leaders believe 
that the system mil help immigra- 
tfcm officers identify the flights from 
which migrants arrive, reducing the 
pressure for more comprehensive 
random checks on migrants. 

The Confederation of Indian 
Organisations said in a letter to the 
Home Office that CCTV atthe pass- 
port control areas and the tape- 
recording of interviews should be a 
routine procedure. “We are not im- 
pressed at the possible objections 
... This is a grey area which is con- 
tentious and efforts should be made 
to ensure that interrogations arc not . 
only fair but seen to be fair.” 


Train driver 
cleared of 
manslaughter 


in fatal 

THE DRIVER of a commuter 
train involved in a crash that 
titled one passenger was yes- 
terday found not guiliy of 

manslaughter. 

A jury at Luton Crown 
Court took two hours to acquit 
Peter Afford, of Bushey, Hert- 
fordshire. Relatives and sup- 
porters of the 57-year -old 
former driver cbeered and 
clapped when the unanimous 
verdict was returned. 

The 1704 Huston to MQion 
Keynes service ended in tragsdy 
last August when it overran a 
red light and ploughed into an 
empty train which was crossing 
its path at Watford, Hertford- 
shire. 

The crash killed Ruth Hol- 
land, 54, a journalist from Ap- 
sley, Hertfordshire, and injured 
70 other passengers. 

Both sides in the case ad- 
mitted that Mr Afford, who had 
34 years experience driving 
trains, fell foul of a signalling 
system on the approach to a 
points junction just south of 
Watford Junction station. 

Mr Afford told the court he 
did not remember seeing two 
amber signals further up the 
track which would have warned 
him of the approaching red 
light. 

When be finally saw the 
stop signal he immediately 
slammed on the brakes, but by 
then it was too late to stop his 
four-coach train in time. 

The prosecution had alleged 
that the driver deliberately 
jumped the amber fights be- 
cause he was under pressure to 
reach Watford Junction on 
time. 

The defence hi ghlights de- 
ficiencies in the track and sig- 
nalling system which meant 
that a minor driver error end- 


crash 


ed in disaster. After today’s ver- 
dict the widower of Ms Holland, 
Mr Derek Snook, said be was 
mystified by the July’s decision. 

Standing alongside his 15- 
year-old son Harry, Mr Snook, 
70, said: “I realise they took 
their decision very quickly and 
felt obviously it was right. 

“But I strongly suspect that 
the verdict would have been en- 
tirely different if the railway 
management had been in the 
dock with the driver.” 

He added: “The best thing 
that can come out of this is to 
make it a more remote possi- 
bflity of any subsequent accident 
on that bit of line." 

Mr Snook, who lives in Ap- 
sley in Hertfordshire, spoke 
only briefly about how his fam- 
ily has been affected by the loss 
of bis wife. 

He said: “We are obviously 
devastated at the loss of a 
beloved wife and mother.” 

One of the passengers who 
had travelled on the train, Mrs 
Sandra Steele, 36, from King's 
Langley, said she felt sympathy 
for the driver. 

Speaking before the ver- 
dict, she said: Tm not surprised 
by what I’ve heard in court 
about the state of the track and 
signals." 

A solicitor representing 30 
other passengers welcomed the 
verdict. 

Nick Mercer sai± “In court 
we heard he was only going one 
mile per hour too fast to stop 
the train in time. How many of 
us travel one mile an hour too 
fast? 

‘The safety net on that piece 
of track was inadequate and we 
look forward to the report by 
the Health & Safety Executive 
to tell our clients exactly what 
did happen.” 
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Beckett blow 
for union hopes 
of recognition 




By Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


MINISTERS have decided to reject a TUC 
demand for trade union recognition on the 
basis of a simple majority of those voting 

in workplace ballots. 

An explosion of union angerwDl be pro- 
voked by the decision when it is revealed 
in a “Fairness at Work” White Paper pol- 
icy statement, due to be published in May. 

’ But Margaret Beckett, President of 
the Board of Trade, says in an interview for 
today’s New Statesman that both the CBI 
and the TUC have “legitimate points of 
view” on the matter. 

While the TUC wants a straight majority 
of those voting, the CBI is demanding a 
much tougher threshold for union recog- 
nition - a majority of those eligible to vote. 
It is also callin g for exemption for compa- 
nies with fewer than 50 employees. 

Mrs Beckett says in today's interview: 
“Our t-isk is to construct a legislative 
framework which is practical in solving dis- 
putes in those small number of cases when 
they arise." 

While the TUC wants any legislation to 
contain hard-and fast rules, the Govern- 
ment will instead offer conciliation proce- 
dures to resolve disputes. 

A measure of the union response to that 
compromise was provided in another New 


Statesman interview, last month, when 
Bill Morris, general secretary of the trans- 
port workers’ union, threatened strikes in 
support of recognition, if the unions did not 
get their way. “This is a defining issue for 
trade unionists,” he said. “There is simply 
no room, for compromise. Hie Go vern ment 
will not be able to fulfil its commitment to 
fairness at work by legislating for bad em- 
ployers, which is what a compromise would 
mean. If s a straightforward choice: either 
the Government supports the CBI position, 
or the TUC position." 

On the basis of what Mrs Beckett is now 
saying, Mr Morris is going to be disap- 
pointed. But ministers are determined to 
crack the traditional “them-and-us” divide. 
Employers and unions will be encouraged 
to work out solutions to their differences, 
and if they fail, they could be required to 
go through a conciliation body that would 
be there the resolve intractable disputes. 

On the other controversial issue she is 
currently dealing with. Mis Beckett again 
reflected the Government’s search for a 
working partnership, saying: “Hie caricature 
of business Haring the minimum wage was 
never entirely true, and the unions have tak- 
en the view for a long time that if s the prin- 
ciple that matters most- Surveys suggest a 
lot of wage settlements are already being bi- 
ased towards the lower-paid. If s happening 
without a noticeable impact on differentials.” 



Act of defiance:The Earl of Shannon puffing away at the Cigar and Pipe Ckib of the Houses of Commons and 
Lords at Westminster yesterday, whkfi was national No Smoking Day Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Call for 
Irvine’s 

job to go 

By Anthony Borin* ^ 

TONY BLAIR vosierday slapped down a 
Labour backbench cull for Lord Itvmt of 
Lairg's post of Lord Chancellor to be abuL . 
ished, and replaced by a Convntons-basetl 
Secretary of State for Justice. .? 

A Commons motion, sponsored by 
Robert Maishafl-Andrcwx QC, anil signed 
hv 50 Labour MPs. prompted a Commons 
question to the Prime Minister during ques- 
tion time yesterday, when DayidAnwa, 
Conservative MP for Southend Wat, said 
the MPS had lost confidence in Lord 

Irvine. . , 

He said the MPs were not only de- 
manding an end to Lord Irvine s extiava-.. 

ranee -spending £ 650 , 1 XX) rufurbishmglus 

Lords apartments - but they wanted his job . 
to be abolished, too. 

The Prime Minister said there was no 
question of that. “No, I won’t do that," he 
said, “because the manifesto commitment 
of the Labour Party in respect of reform 
both of criminal justice and legal aid is dear, i 
and we axe carrying them out under the ex- 
cellent services of the Lord Chancellor." 

Mr Marshall-Andrcws, MP for Medway, : 
said the motion was in no sense an attack 
of Lord Irvine, but rather an expression of 
concern over his constitutional role. 

He said there was “a sense of uncase 
that this is a very powerful public figure who 
is not elected. One can very quickly ran- . 
edy that as part of the reform. It is. 

f rankly - an anachronistic post”. 
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Blair in peace 
talks plea to 
Sinn Fein 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

THE RETURN of Sinn Rain to 
the cross-party talks on Ulster 
offers “the best prospect for 
peace” in Ireland, Tony Blair 
will tell Gerry Adams today 
when the two men meet at 10 
Downing Street 

Sinn Fein could have re- 
joined the talks last Monday, 
following the three-week sus- 
pension imposed for a recent 
surge in IRA violence, but rep- 
resentatives are seeking to lay 
down demands for progress in 
the negotiations, including a 
long-term call for the release of 
prisoners, including Roisin 
McAIiskey. whose extradition to 
Germany was halted earlier 
this week on health grounds. 

The Prime Minister’s offi- 
cial spokesman said: “(Mr 
Blair’sJ message will be the 
same as it has been throughout 
- that we have got the best 
prospect for peace, and that it 
is worth taking risks for peace.” 
Mr Blair will emphasise that 
the talks process now has to be 
accelerated to enable Dublin 
and London to meet their tar- 
get of a referendum on both 
sides of the border in May. 

Siim Fein's absence from the 
negotiating table would, how- 
ever. Now a hole in the process 


and Downing Street officials 
, were holding out strong hopes 
that Sinn Fein president Mr 
Adams and his colleagues wfli 
return after today’s talks. 

The officials said Mr Adams I 
may have warned Dublin 
against dropping its historic 
claim to the north, as part of the 
peace package, but they point- 
ed out that other remarks were 
more helpful. These include the 
acknowledgement that these 
negotiations cannot deliver a 
united Ireland at this stage. 

John Hume, leader of the 
nationalist SDLP, last night re- 
inforced the pressure for Sinn 
Fein to return after meeting Mr 
Blair at Downing Street. Mr 
Hume said jthe talks were en- 
tering a “crucial” phase. 

“AVe want to see them where 
the rest of us are - all round the 
table," Mr Hume said. “We 
hope they will come back to the 
table very soon and get down 
with the rest of us in this very 
crucial period on the road to an 
agreement." 

Sinn Fein leaders have said 
they wfli only decide whether 
to rejoin the peace process 
once they have had a face- 
to-face meeting with the Prime 
Minister, but it is widely ex- 
pected that they will be back at 
the talks at Stormont, Belfast, 
on 23 March. 
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Serbs make truth first casualty of war 


By Andrew Gumbel 

in Pnsima 

rT IS ihc kmd of infuriating^ that 
Se^ian officials took during the war 

heSe pe °P le?T ’ some jour- 
S®. 18 asked a Jowly Serb official in 
Pnsuna as fresh reports of kaiinflsbv 
Pa^wuluaiy police came inT^ 

, Bec * use they were terrorists,” was 
tbe mechanical reply. 

^Why do you call them terrorists?" 
Because they did man y had 
things." 

“What kind of bad things?" 

Funeral for victims 

ETHNIC Albanian villagers yester- 
day exhumed the bodies of around 
50 neighbours who had been buried 

under duress In Prekaz on Tuesday 
night, then reburied them after a 
fuQ fimeraL They had previously held 
out far forensic experts to exam- 
ine the shell-battered, bullet-ridden 
bodies, but backed down under 
pressure from Serbian paramilitary 
police. 


“Please, come back tomorrow 
and maybe you will have more in- 
formation." 



Candles in the wind: Ethnic Albanians staging a silent protest in Pristina yesterday against the violence enveloping Kosovo Photograph: Reuters 


of massacres, this time in their own Al- 
banian-dominated province of Koso- 
vo, and again they are displaying their 
uncanny ability to make the outside 
world think the worn of them. 

While the onslaught on Albanian 
villages has been carried out with ter- 


Canon 

BJC3B0 COLOUR ■ 


rifying efficiency, the propaganda 
effort to convince the world that this 
is a simple anti-terrorist oper ation hmt 
been almost comical in its ineptitude. 

Wby has the Red Cross been de- 
nied access to the combat areas? Be- 
cause, we were told by Interior 


Ministry spokesman Lfnhinko Svet- 
ic, international aid organisations 
have been caught nrinpptiTi g weapons 
in tbe past Why were there so many 
dead women and children? Because, 
the terrorists bad shot their own fam- 
ilies to prevent them running away. 


The message being delivered to 
the Serbs themselves about Kosovo 
is straightforward - armed terrorists 
threatening to declare war.' But for 
the foreigi media the approach is sub- 
tler. Fbr the pa& week we have been 
treated to a classic good cop-bad cop 


routine, with the Belgrade Interior 
Ministry portrayed as unfeeling, dis- 
tant bureaucrats who do not under- 
stand our needs and the local 
information office casting itself as tbe 
honest broker that fights our comer 
and wrests tbe odd concession. 


The Pristina Secretary of Infor- 
mation, Bosko Drobnjak, is a man 
blessed with the ability of knowing 
what his interlocutors want to bear 
and then doing his best to give it to 
them. He told British and French 
jo nmalists th»* Kosovo could become 
autonomous as long as the Al banian s 
dropped their demands for inde- 
pendence. On Russian television, 
th rrng h, he warned that any Alban- 
ian who chose to stay in the besieged 
villages would automatically be con- 
sidered a terrorist by association. 

The Serb authorities all play such 

games. One day ihe police might open 

up roads and allow photographers to 
take pictures of dead bodies, bui at the 

same time they turn back food and med- 
ical supplies And prevent doctors treat- 
ed the wounded. “They are pbying 
gums with human lives and interna- 
tional law. This is pure Machiavellian 
control," said Francois FtQe of the 
Mfidecms sans Ftonti fires charity. 

When the police completed their 
onslaught on Prekaz, the village at the 
centre of the recent offensive, we were 
invited on an official tour to reassure 
us that the Serbs had nothing to hide. 
Our guides insisted the holes in the 
roofs of the bouses- almost certain- 
ly caused by mortars - were made by 
grenades that the “terrorists" left be- 
hind. We were driven to a bunker that 
was said to be the terrorist command 
base. It was thy, and looked as if it 
could have been there, used or unused, 
for decades. 

The Albanian co mmunity criticised 

journalists for taking the tour, but the 
trip ended up condemning the Serbs 
for more than it exonerated them. 
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Montand dug up for DNA 


By John Lichfield 

in Paris 

The body of tbe actor Yves 
Montand was exhumed yester- 
day to settle a paternity dispute 
seven years after his death. 
Pfire Lachaise cemetery in Paris 
was cleared of visitors and sen- 
sation-seekers while his body 
was removed from the grave be 
shareswith Simone SignoreL 
Last November a court or- 
dered DNA tests on his remains 
as the only method of settling 
a legal battle over his estate, 
^hi^ to be th^first 



Yves Montand: DNA tests 

and may be the last A French 
MP, outraged by the case, has 
presented a draft law outlawing 


AnroreDrossaiL 22, daugh- 
ter of an actress who had a re- 
lationship with Montand, has 
been seeking to prove his pa- 
ternity since 1989. Montand, 
best-known in later years for his 
portrayal of the dastardly 
former in Jean de Florette and 
Motion des Sources, refused to 
take a DNA test before his 
death in 1991. Three years lat- 
er a court decided Ms Drossart 
WAS his daughter, based on 
anecdotal evidence and resem- 
blance between the two. This 
was challenged by Montand’s 
two acknowledged children. In 


court said it was impossible to 
say for sure unless DNA tests 
were carried out. Montand's 
family, anxious to have the af- 
fair settled, did not object 
Michel Himault, author of 
the proposed law banning 
posthumous DNA tests, yes- 
terday said it was important that 
an individual’s body and his 
wishes be respected after his 
death. Also, it would be unfair 
to penalise legacy-seekers 
whose alleged fathers had been 
cremated. The extent of Mon- 
tand’s estate ha. ..oeenmade 
but he >wned properties 
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two brothers 


Cook meets 
top dissident 

Robin Cook, Foreign Secre- 
tary, met the Chinese dissi- 
dent Wei Jingsheng, the first 
meeting since the EU, under 
Britain’s presidency, decided 
not to raise Chinese human 
rights at the UN Commission 
on Human Rights in Gene- 
va next week. The Foreign 
Office said Mr Cook would 
make concerns “known pub- 
licly and privately” to China. 
A photocall with Mr Cook 
was cancelled at the last mo- 
ment yesterday: officials said 
its was because Mr Wei, who 
was expelled to the US last 
year, arrived earlier than ex- 
pected, and left the Foreign 
Office before photographers 
arrived. — Steve Gmvs/jaw 

Death pilots 
‘at fault’ 

A US military inquiry has 
concluded that Marine pilots 
were at fault in the cable-car 
accident that killed 20 peo- 
ple in Italy last month, and 
recommends action which 
could include court-martial. 
But the report falls short of 
agreeing the pilots should 
stand trial in Italy, as the Ital- 
ians demanded. The jet 
sliced wires near the ski re- 
sort of Cavalese, bringing a 
cable-car crashing to the 
■ ground. To cut the wires, the 
plane had to be flying lower 
than 500 feet, well below the 
minimum regulation altitude. 
— Merry Dqevsky, Washington 

Pinochet 
is senator 

Chile’s former dictator. Gen- 
eral Augusto Pinochet, be- 
came a senator for life 
yesterday. In the Senate he 
sat, arms crossed and smiling 
as MPs from the ruling coali- 
tion held pictures of dissi- 
dents killed under his rule. 
Several photographs had cap- 
tions reading “Where are 
they?”, referring to 1,100 
people who disappeared af- 
ter being arrested. Gen 
Pinochet was sworn in quick- 
ly along with another 19 sen- 
ators elected in last 
December’s election. ' 

— AP, Valparaiso 
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with a minimum deposit, of £2,000. To find 
out more, call us on the number below or 
pop into any NatWest branch. 

Isn't it time to reward yourself? 

CalT 0800 200 400 . 

! MON TO FRI B.OOom TO 3.00pm SAT S.QQcm TO G.QQprn ! 


«!» NatWest 

More than just a bank 


The gross rose frdudes qwateV interest Rftmflfe rf 1 gftm per «wm Md on annuaIMeres>e^ofo.!H 9 M S ^fl nnMOfl bolo^ 

w4 earn Meant of 5,10* gross per annum rawing quarterly end MW Merest muni). CreA *west end qurterig round Moolis paid quarterly and ornud reward interest h pad 
onnuca^AIro»twiubimtovw4^.\^0,:^ 

Oftowfce, {foraaiffe. subject to the rcqfad roglstrafenn fcmj, faltered be pidd ipas. The gross ran b die rate before deducting income tax. Wemajmoito«*lreeerii»irplwwafe 
u#i u* in odo to raataoh and Improw on senioe. Notiand Mfedmlruter Bonli He. ftegfctenrd Mce; 41 Lodibuy, London EC2P 2BP. Regfe&red Number: 929027. England. Rtf Ng. 17292 


















THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 12 MARCH 1998 

14 


14/FORJEIGN 


America gets tanked up courtesy of El Nino 


By David Usbomet 

in New York 

You have to ponder whai would 
happen if cars could run on 
cappuccino or, for that matter, 
bottled water. What a cata- 
strophe. Americans, at least, 
would be begging for a return 
to smelly old petrol (or gas, as 
they call it here). 


Tanking up has always been 
gentler on die wallet oaths side 
of Atlantic, largely because 
American gasoline taxes are so 
much lower than their equiva- 
lent petrol taxes in Britain. 
Americans guzzle gas because 
it is cheap. 

Never, however, as cheap as 
it is now. Thanks to a combi- 
nation of factors, including the 


Clinton makes sure 
Buddy’s sex life is 
beyond reproach 


By Fiona Befl 

PRESIDENT Bill Clinton has 
decided to have his pet dog, 
Buddy, castrated. The First 
Puppy's private parts - and 
whether he would keep his re- 
productive powers - have been 
the subject of debate since last 
December when be moved 
into the White House. He 
used to frolic on a leash em- 
blazoned “Tm the one in 
charge’* and hs master seemed 
loathe to meddle in Buddy’s 
procreative future. 

But Mr Clinton has been 
encouraged by animal- welfare 
experts, including the Doris 
Day Animal League (launched 
by the actress), to have the six- 
month-old chocolate-coloured 
labrador castrated and “make 
a statement’’ for responsible 
pet ownership. 

A White House spokes- 
man, travelling with Mr Clin- 
ton to Cin cinna ti yesterday, 
confirmed that he had been 
urged to neuter Buddy “far the 
purposes of both the health of 
the dog and the issue of over- 
population of dogs”. He denied 
that the puppy’s behaviour 
had anything to do with the de- 
rision. “The president believes 
Buddy behaves just fine,” Bar- 
ry Toiv told reporters. 


The news that Buddy would 
lose his reproductive powers 
was first mentioned by White 
House doctor Connie Mariano 
to Doris Day Last week in a let- 
ter to let her know that the 
President was taking her advice 
and scheduling surgery for the 
puppy. But no date has yet 
been set; “Is nothing private 
anymore?” a White House 
spokesman asked. 

Maybe ft is just a case of the 
White House trying to stop 
leaks - intact dogs tend to 
mark their territory more than 
neutered ones, canine experts 
say. But the late-night talkshow 
hosts- whose barely printable 
jokes about the President’s 
sex-life have led the national 
debate ever since allegations 
about his affa ir with Monica 
Lewinsky first broke - are ex- 
pected to have a field-day with 
the news. 

One television reporter 
announced that Buddy would 
from now on be free of the 
urges “that led certain two- 
legged creatures astray in po- 
litical Washington”, while an 
animal-behaviour consultant 
said that castration was a 
useful treatment for hyper- 
sexuality, and would help 
prevent a dog mounting 
guests’ legs. 


effects of El Nino, petrol in 
some comers of the United 
States is now selling at 80c a 
gallon or less. 

That is about 5Gp. If inflation 
is taken into account, the aver- 
age price for a gallon of petrol 
in the United States is now at 
the lowest level since records 
were first kept, about 40 years 
ago. 


American drivers have nev- 
er had it so good. “The decline 
since September qualifies as a 
price crash," says Trilby Lund- 
berg, pubfeherofthe Lundbeig 
Survey of petrol stations na- 
tionwide. “It’s just wild". 

To understand quite how 
wild, consider this: while this 
correspondent, if he looks hard 
enough, can find petrol at less 


than a dollar a gallon, be is also 
paying $2.79 every morning for 
a small-size cappuccino at his 
local mid-town Manhattan 
coffee bar. 

A bottle of mineral water is 
just under $2. ’ 

On the- other hand, you 
might just compare the pump 
prices here in America with 
those in Britain: • 


You cannot find 80-cent-a- 
gallon petrol everywhere in the 
US, however, because the tax 
levels vary between the states. 
While garages have been seen 
posting 75 cents in Georgia, in 
Connecticut a gallon of regular 
is still around SL3Q. On aver- 
age, prices across die country 
have dropped by around 15 per 
cent since last autumn. 


While competition between 
garages is important, the 

underlying cause is a glut of 
erode oil on the world market, 
which in turn is the result of 
numerous events. 

Among those have been 
production levels set by Opcc 
that have simply overtaken 
demand. The drop in demand, 
meanwhile, can be traced to to 


different sources, including eco- 
nomic turmoil in South East 
Asia. 

Then there is the effect of S 
Nifio, which has blessed North 
America with an unusual win- 
ten tempeauous and wet for 
many. bu* exceptionally 
warm. Healing-oil demand has 
dropped further, contributing fo 
the glut in crude. 





Family trust: Bill Clinton carrying Buddy as he leads the way down the s t eps of the presidential aircraft; followed by Hittary and their daugh- 
ter, Chelsea. The White House says Buddy will be castrated to make a atatement for responsible pet ownership Photograph: Reuters 


Lloyd 
Bridges 
dies at 85 


LLO YD BRIDGES, patriarch of a 
■ formidable acting dynasty, whose ca- 
reer spanned films and television 
from High Noon to Airplane, died 
aged 85 in his Los Angeles home, 
writes Tim Cornwell In Los Angeles. 

The father of Beau and Jeff 
Bridges, both major acting names in 
tbeir own right. Bridges' amazingly 
resilient acting career survived his 
being blacklisted in the McCarthy era 
and- lasted well into his eighties. 

The actor died of natural causes 
with his wife of 50 years, Dorothy, at 
his side, along with Beau and daugh- 
ter Cindy. The couple lived in West- 
wood, • near the University of 
California campus where they met as 
drama students. “We all fed really 
blessed to have been with my dad for 
these 85 years,” Beau said. 

Born Uoyd Vcmet Bridges near 
San Francisco in 1913, Bridges fell 
in love with the films he watched at 
his father’s theatre. He went to uni- 
versity as a law student, but became 
president of the drama society. 

Prom the Broadway stage, he 
landed his first film role in 1941 and 
went on to appear in more than 100 
movies. But he became a household 
name in America with the television 
series Sen Hunt, which began in 
1957, playing underwater investiga- 
tor Mike Nelson. He had never tried 
scuba diving imtfl he got the part, but 
he used the series to introduce his 
sons to the camera. 

- Obituary, page 21 
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Annan faces 
testing time 
on visit to 


Lloyd 

Br 'dge s V 
at- Df I 




By Oavid Usbome 

« NewYorlc 

sukes 35 bjgh as they are 
ever likely to be both for him per- 

* nd the organisation 
p he heads, the United Nations 
Secretary General Kofi Annan, be- 
gan a testing two-day visit to Wash- 
ington yesterday. 

Ushered in for talks with Presi- 
dent Clinton and the US Secretary 
of State, Madeleine Albright, Mr An- 
nan might have expected to have 
been met with back-slapping and 
gk>iy. It has. after all, only been two 
weeks since he did his deal with Sad- 
dam Hussein that brought America 
back from the brink of war. 

His relations with Washington, 
however, are altogether more com- 
plicated and tense. He was not 
scheduled to brave Capitol Hill at all 
this time and for a good reason - his 
friends in Congress are few and em- 
battled. 

Mr Annan, who will shortly also 
visit London, has two principal iogn*s 
to discuss in Washington - they are 
the Iraqi deal and American dues to 
the UN. Unhappily for him, the two 
have become inextricably linked. 

Getting money out of the US has 
been hard enough anyway. The Sad- 
dam deal is likely to tnake extract- 
ing the US dollars more difficult still 
Republican members of Corgress es- 
pecially have accused Mr Annan of 
giving Saddam special treatment 
and Stopped barely short of labelling 
him an appeaser. 

Most diplomats in New York 
concede that renewed antagonism to- 
ward the UN is unlikely to help ef- 
forts this year to persuade Congress 
to release at least some of the 
roughly $1.6bn now owed by Vfesh- 


ington to the UN. “There is general 
apprehension this isnot going 
to help,” remarked one. 

. Nor will it ease negotiations in 
New York on reducing America’s 
share of theTJN budget from 25 per 
cent to 22 per cem, which Congress " 
has set as a condition for paying up. 
There had been hopes that this 
would have been settled last year: 
Getting it done this year now seems 
most unlikely. 

Amvingin Washington, the Sec- 
retary General insisted that as re- 
gards Congress’s other main 
condition - that (he UN reform it- 
self- much progress had been made. 
“We have delivered and 1 want to 
know when they win deliver", he said. 

Wisely or otherwise, Mr Annan ^ 
previewed his trip with a sharply 
worded comment piece in Mon-- 
day’s New "ibrk Tana. “Our doors are 
kept open only because other coun- 
tries in essence provide interest-free 
loans to cover largely American-cre- 
ated shortfalls". Such countries, he 
went on, include Fiji. 

The greatest disaster that could 
befall Mr Annan, of course, would 
be the collapse of the Saddam deaL • 
So far, the signs seem good, though 
sceptics wonder bow long it will last. 
The first visits to presidential sites 
by weapons inspectors, accompanied 
by diplomats, should happqn with- 
in two weeks. 

But even the US administration, 
which has come to terms with the 
provisions of the Saddam rteal t is un- 
certain about the other steps being 
taken by the Secretary General to 
open up communications between 
hims elf and the Iraqi leadership. 
Steps that to some looking like An- 
nan going soft on Iraq. 

Mr Annan this week appointed 



India’s future may 
hang on whim of 
a screen goddess 


A young boy venting his anger as his baby brother's funeral cortege passed the United Nations HQ in 
Baghdad yesterday. Forty funerals were being held forvietiirts of ‘lack of medicines’ Photograph: AFP 


an Indian diplomat, Prakash Shah, 
to be bis special representative in 
Baghdad. He has also passed onto 
the Security Council a request from 
Moscow that a Russian be appoint- 
ed as co-deputy of Unseam, the com- 
mission that runs the inspections. 
Washington is appalled. 

These are suspicions, meanwhile, 
that , should be viewed against a 
background of rapidly shifting sen- 


timents with the UN Security 
CountiL The Washington view, 
largely shared by London, that Sad- 
dam be given no leeway whatsoev- 
er until post-Gidf irresolutions are 
honoured, has in recent months 
been erodedby the less stringent po- 
sitions of Russia, China and France. 

Sources dose to the Secretary 
General say he is sensitive to (be shift 
and that he does not himself believe 


that the sanctions regime «m go on 

ad infini t um. 

Even so, you could forgive Mr 
Annan for feeling unloved by Wash- 
ington. He got Mr Clinton out of a 
land on Iraq at least in the short term. 
And it was the Americans, after all, 
who poshed so hard to have him at 
the bead of the UN instead of the 
predecessor they truly did not trust, 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali 


By Peter Popbam 

in Varanas 

Tnrtin’c national politics is not dead. 
If you the gravely ma g n ifi cent 

Sikh who heads the Election Com- 
mission, Dr MS Gill, at his word, it 

has never been in better shape. But 
regional politics, like a horde of mag- 
gots, is eating it alive. 

Dr Gill and his two fellow com- 
missi oners have the job of ensuring 
India's election runs as smoothly as 
possible. They stagger polling dates 
to ensure enough troops in areas of 
insurgency, reschedule polling in 
constituencies where rigging has 
been outrageous, and count the 
dead. 1 998, Dr Gfll announced, had 
been the best Indian election ever. 
“We are very much satisfied with the 
manner in which the general elec- 
tions were conducted,” he said on 
Tuesday, handing formal notification 
of the results to the Preside nLThe 
turn-out was the highest yet, at 62 per 
cent; 65 people were killed coun- 
trywide, compared to 213 in 1996. 

The only thing wrong with the 
election was the result - qr lack of 
one. Alai Behari Vajpayee, parlia- 
mentary leader of the Hindu Na- 
tionalist BJP, went to see the 
President on Tuesday. He congrat- 
ulated Mr Vajpayee on winning the 
largest number of seats, though he 
did not ask him to form the new gov- 
ernment, but to produce letters of 
support from his allies proving he had 
the wherewithal to do so. 

Yesterday at 5pm Mr Vajpayee 
was supposed to hand over the let- 
ters. But there was a hitch. The let- 
ter from the BJP’s most important, 
and awkward, ally in the south had 
yet to arrive. Before the first budget, 
or confidence vote, even before the 
formal invitation to govern, Jay- 
alalitha, the ageing icon of south In- 
dian cinema, was putting the boot in. 

Commentators have remarked on 
foe number of extraordinary women 
playing important roles in the elec- 
tion. At least three have emerged 
with their power greatly enhanced. 
In the Congress Party, Sonia Gand- 


hi now stands on foe brink of lead- 
ership. And two others mil be cru- 
cial props to Mr Vajpayee’s new 
government. 

With her immaculate appear- 
ance, hauteur, precisely enunciated 
En g li s h and crowds ofhysierical fans. 
Jayalalitha is a frightening mixture 
of Imelda Marcos and Evita Peron. 
She became one of the biggest stars 
of Tamil cinema, making 115 films. 
Then she switched to politics and 
brought her fans with her. 

They retained foe fans 1 mind-set, 
prostrating themselves at her feet, 
walking on fire to prove their devo- 
tion, coining ever more syrupy titles 
for her- Walking Goddess, Goddess 
of foe Heart. 

She became Chief Minister of 
Thmil Nadu in 1991, and was re- 
sponsible. it is alleged, for corruption 
and self-aggrandisement. Beaten in 
regional election of 1996, she was 
charged with corruption offences and 
went to jail The cases still hang over 
her, but after a dramatic success in 
last week’s poll, she is bent on re- 
venge. Her promised external sup- 
port to the BJP government is 
conditional on their doing two things: 
dismissing her deadly rival's gov- 
ernment in Tfrmil Nadu and quash- 
ing the charges against her. It will be 
difficult for them to do either. 

In West Bengal Mamata Ban- 
ner] ee is, by contrast, as homely as 
an onion, but is another fiery pop- 
ulist. Her link to foe BJP is recent 
and tenuous and her only preoccu- 
pation is local. She wants the new 
government to dismiss the Commu- 
nist administration in her state, 
which will be almost impossible. 

Since foe crumbling of Congress, 
more Indians vote for regional par- 
ties that campaign on purely regional 
issues. With no national body able 
to command a majority, these have 
formidable power, that is eating 
away at India’s ability to produce a 
government. The answer is consti- 
tutional change; but that would re- 
quire a- two- thirds majority in 
Parliament Mr Vajpayee will be 
lucky If he can get a majority of one. 
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When a breach of the peace is the only way to get things done 

T HE Spanish siesta is sacra- erupted from school traffic jammed of the month, I was told when 

sancL even in winter, so the streets, horns blared, people seeking a table and cbaiis for my ter- 

don’t believe those who say J DIARY I bonded from the bakery stuffing race. ItH be raining again by then. 


T HE Spanish siesta is sacro- 
sanct, even in winter, so 
don’t believe those who say 
it's to do with farmhands resting in 
the heat of the afternoon. Folk 
memory records a time a decade or 
so back when politicians tried un- 
successfully to line up the Spanish 
day with the rest of Europe, but they 
gave up. 

Never was I so aware of the 
siesta's iron rule as when I recently 
took advantage of the peace and 
quiet to move to a bigger flat. My 
trusty friend Maurice helped me 
load hoses into the van of Norber- 
to, the portero of my old flat. 

T iming was crudaL We had to 
move between 3pm and 5pm when 
the crush around the market eased 
off. A parking place was out of the 
question so, as it was siesta time, I 
cajoled and peeled off banknotes to 
encourage Juan, the portero of the 
□ew flat, to keep a beady eye on 
Norbcno’s illegally parked van. 

This part of town, the papular bit 
of tbc posh end. is slow to get start- 
ed. but from 11am the bustle and 
noise mounts to a frenzy between 
2pm and 3pm and then, silence. 



Elizabeth Nash 


erupted from school traffic jammed 
the streets, horns blared, people 
bounded from the bakery st uffin g 
their faces with pastries held m lit- 
tle squares of tissue paper. Dusty 
now and scruffy, I received 1 filthy 
looks from showered and cologned 
citizens dressed to the nines. 


A mong the instructions I re- 
ceived from the outgoing 
tenant was the insistent 
warning to be careful with the gas. 
Always turn the pilot light off, and 
the tap to the boiler, she said. Gas 
explosions account for a scary num- 
ber of acddenls in Spain, mainly be- 
cause of the widespread use of gas 
canisters, hauled up undent stair- 
cases by a mafia of sturdy Poles. 

But If Spaniards are respectful 
of gas , they are hair-raisingfy casu- 
al about electrics. 

The plug for my fridge is. con- 
nected to a wandering cable that 
hovers over the gas ring. The ter- 
race is lit by bare bulbs and in my 
future study, where I plan to entrust 
my computer and other electronic 
treasures, the phig vomits from the 
wall trailing wires and sticky tape. 
“The electricals look a bit dodgy” 
I ventured. The response was a 
blank shrug. 

I decided to take immediate ac- 
tion, after the siesta or, er, nurnam. 


T here's only one thing people 
ask about my new fiat. “Has 
it got a good terrace?'’ Ac- 
tually yes. Spacious, split-levd, sun 
canopy, rose trees,. evening shade. 
Next door’s telephone conversations 
are shrilly audible, the neighbours 
could be veterans of Franco’s army 
— but a peach of a terrace. 

Madrilenos lave terraces be- 
cause they spend so much time out 
of doors - not in the sun, you un- 
derstand, but in the shade. 

So now Spring is upon us, if only 
fieetingly, all we want to do is sip a 
beer at a pavement cafe. 

But, creatures of habit, Madrid 
cafe owners don’t bring their tables 
and chairs out for another month. 
There’s probably a rule about iL 
Like the one that governs the sale 
of garden furniture. Not tzli the end 


Nothing. Deserted pavements. 

Closed doors. We swung into action. 

But there was traffic of a kind. 
Under Juan's watchful gaze, frail 


grey moustaches tiptoed forth, 
young girls with waxed jackets 
tossed their shiny hair, and stocky 
females sailed by in billowing mink. 
“Oh Juan, you're early this after- 
noon,” one noted acidly, with a glare 
at the boxes cluttering the hallway. 
“It’s your siesta time!” 

At 5pm, we’d nearly finished, 
fortunately, because the area 
suddenly exploded into life. Children 





Taking It easy: The Spanish have resisted all efforts to abolish the siesta Photograph; Patrick Ward 



EU's new 
recruits 
move into 
Brussels 
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By Steve Crawshsw 

in Brussels 


AN UNUSUAL new building 
stands amid the older villas on 
Avenue de Tbrvuren, in the 
heart of Brussels's diplomatic 
quarter. The elegant detailing, 
the spacious atrium and the 
commissioned art on the walls 
afl combine to reinforce the im- 




recently they found that the milk 
(though tasty) was light years 
away from required standards, 
though encouragingly Polish 
officials admitted as much. 

The process of enlargement 
is riddled with political ironies. 
Nine years ago, Hungary made 
history by chopping a hole in the 
border fence that formed the 
Iron Girt^ paving the way for 
the collapse of the BerlinVWiU. 


this one.is different. 

The grimite and glass edmee 
is Poland's hew embassy to the 
European Union. The first im- 
pression is that it is far too grand 
for a relativefy impoverished 
country. 

In reality, that inappropri- 
ateness is just the point This 
building sends a clear message: 
the unimaginable is on the near 
horizon. The impossible (ge tting 

rid of Communism) was a mere 
hiccup, completed without dif- 
ficulty in 1989. The miracle - 
creating a robust economy 
which can hold its own with 
western Europe - is taking a lit- 
tle longer. 

Tb emphasise the symbolism; 
the embassy will open on 31 
March — the same day 
Poland and a dutch of other 
east European countries are of- 
ficially admitted to the Euro- 
pean ante-room, with a vieW to 
joining the EU 'in just' a few 
years' time. ' 

Poland, the Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Estonia and the fbr- 
mer Yugoslav republicof Slove- 
nia -afl move into the front row, 
together with Cyprus. 


. eastern 

new obligation to keep for- 
eigners oih. 

Most remarkable of afl, the 
former Scyiet republic of Es- 
tonia is nofr about to be part of 
the west European family once 
more. . ■ - 

Less thaia a decade ago its as- 
pirations to independence from 
the Soviet Union were mocked 
or condemned in the West 
Now, Estonia is set to be an 
equal partner with Luxembourg 
and foe Netherlands, in just a 
few years' time. When the Com- 
mission ga^e little Estonia the 
thumbs-up,' says one diplomat, 
“people in very senior positions 
couldn’t believe it had hap- 
pened”. 


After 40 years 

of living under 

Comjnunism we 

» ■ 

have to make up 
for lost time 


the one hand, a previously cau- 
tious Brussels is giving the go- 
ahead for nitty-gritty 
negotiations with the five (plus 
Cyprus). Meanwhile, the east 
Europeans have begun to face 
the complications of what EU 
membership will actually mean. ' 
Each prospective member - 
country must comply with . 
80,000 pages of tbe acquis — 
Euro-speak for the whole she- 
bang, the agreed school rules. 
As civil servants and ministers . 
across eastern Europe begin to 
scrutinise the acquis, paragraph 
by daunting paragraph, the 
gushing optimism has given 
way to a sense of worry. The 
short-term difficulties are now 
as obvious as the long-term 
advantages of EU member- 
ship. When a group from 


coal-mining repon visited Brus- 
sels, two questions topped the 


Howpainfulwill it be? Answer 
lots, veiy. Other countries have 
similar concerns. 

Environmental standards 
cause some of the most difficult, 
problems, in a region the Com- 
munist rulers allowed to become 
polluted on an epic scale. Agri- 
culture, too, is cfifficult when se- 
nior officials visited Poland 


Not everybody is enthusias- 
tic. Traditionally, the British ’ 
have been Supportive of en- 
largement totbe east - not least 
because it seemed a good way 
of dilating the EU itself! The 
French are afraid that the east 
Europeans vfill spoil the elegant 
European symmetry. Greece, 
Spain and; Portugal fear en- 
largement will take away funds 
which by rights they should re- 
ceive. The Germans are argu- 
ing for both pn enlarged and a 
strengthened Union though fo 

closed -door sessions, they are 
unenthusimftie about the 
prospect of oast European pro- 
duce swamping the German 
market * 

. A conference in London to- 
day indudes the winners and 
losers alike. ^Bulgaria, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Romania and Slo- 
vakia (verdict: “not yet”) most 
grin and bear it’ and hope for 
better luck next time. Hien, at 
the end of tijfc month, comes 
Winners’ Daje the beginning of 
official negofations for mem- 
bership for tije lucky ernes; 

“We know we. must eat a * 
tough crust,” Js one fypicaJ east 
European cojnmerit “But af- 
ter 40 years nl fh Trrmuntsm, w» 
have to makejup-for lost time.” 
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s new 
ruits 
ve into 
issels 


Suharto’s 

visit puts 
pressure 

on Blair 




| By Richard Uoyd Parry 

in 'fogyakana 


ANOPPOSmON leader in 
Indonesia has called on Tony 
Blair io put pressure on Presi- 
dent Suharto to step down when 
he visits London next month. 

Aniicn Rais, leader of the In- 
donesian Muslim organisation, 
Muhammadsyah, or Followers 
of Islam, yesterday said that Eu- 
rope is not doing enough to op- 
pose Suharto, who was sworn in 
yesterday for his seventh con- 
secutive five-year term. 

“I want to see more pres- 
sure," he told The Indepen- 
dent. “There is no obstacle to 
the Western governments giv- 
ing a strong signal to Suharto 
that enough is enough. I hope 
that Mr Blair will do so." 

In three weeks' time, Mr 
Blair will host the Indonesian 
leader and heads of government 
of other European and Asian 
countries at the Asia-Europe 
meeting (Asem) in London. 
The discussions are certain to 
be dominated by Asia’s eco- 
nomic crisis and by the plight 
of Indonesia. 

Last week, the foreign office 
minister Derek Fatchett gave 
Suharto a letter from Mr Blair 
urging him to cany out eco- 
nomic reforms agreed between 
Indonesia and the Internation- 
al Monetaiy Fund (IMF) in re- 
turn for $43bn (£27bn) of aid. 
Three days later. President 
Suharto suggested the pro- 
gramme was unconstitutional. 
The IMF then suspended the 
next installment of money un- 
til April. Yesterday, the IMF 
said it was willing to be flexible, 


. but foreign analysts are in- 
creasingly convinced that real re- 
forms will not take place nn dw 
President Suharto. "Without 
p oliti cal reform, the ec on canie re- 

fonnswifl never take place,” Mr 
Rais said. “It is high-time for tbe 
Western powers to pinp oint to. 
Suharto what he to do.” 

Throughout the Cold War, 
Western' governments tolerated 
President Suharto’s often bru- 
tal regime as a bulwark agam^t 
the spread of Communism. In - 
donesia was also a valuable pur- 
chaser of aims, especially for 
Britain. The new "ethical foreign 
policy” promised by the Fbreign 
Secretary, Robin Cook, was wel- 
comed by dissidents and oppo- 
sition figures in Indonesia, 
although enthusiasm was damp- 
ened by the Govemmeofs de- - 
risiem to go ahead with the sale 
of British Hawk fi ghter jets to 
the Indonesian armed forces, 
and to invite senior Indonesian 
generals to an arms exhibition. 

Mr Rais was speaking at ral- 
ly of students demonstrating 
against Suharto's unanimous re- 
election by the People’s Con- 
sultative Assembly (MPR). Mr 
Rais, anally of the opposition 
leader, Megawati Sukarnoputri, 
was barred from standing 
against the President, who has 
never been opposed during his 
32 years in power, despite the 
worsening economic crisis. 

In a speech to the MPR af- 
ter bis swearing-in. President 
Suharto made only an indirect 
reference to the crisis which has 
caused the Indonesian rupiah to 
lose 70 per cent of its value, 
adding: *As a nation we must 
tighten our belts.” ; - 



Indonesia’s students 
ridicule President 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 

AN INDONESIAN joke tells 
of a poor neighbourhood in 
Jakarta where people are queu- 
ing for rice. The queue stretch- 
es for miles and, after four 
hours of standing in line, one 
man loses his temper. “Enough 
is enough,” be announces. Ttn 
going to kill Suharto." Four 
hours later, he returns looking 
miserable. “Did you kHl him?” 
his friends ask. “I couldn’t get 
□ear him,” the man says sadly. 
“There were too many people 
ahead of me in the queue.” 

President Suharto isn’t 
known for his sense of humour, 
bat in Yogyakarta there are 
plenty of people who find him 
ridiculous. As the People’s Con- 
sultative Assembly (MPR) was 
cheering his sweariog-m speech 
in the capital, Jakarta, about 
HLOOO students marched in the 
campus of Gajah Mada, one of 
the country’s most famous uni- 
versities- At nine o’clock the 
chants were seemly enough: 
Reject Suharto, and lower 
prices. An hour later, marchers 
were mispronouncing the Pres- 
ident’s name as the Indonesian 
equivalent of Arsehole-harto. 
By noon, they were shouting 
“bang the President”, and burn- 
ing him in effigy. 

Such stunts are a risky busi- 


ness in Indonesia where in- 
sulting the President is a crime 


Bandung, in 1990, six students 
went to jail for shouting down 
the interior minister. 

But the past few months 
have seen student protests on 
a new s«»ie- “Students are an 
objective political power in this 
country,” says the Muslim op- 
position leader, Axnien Rais. 
“What happened in the Philip- 
pines and in Iran has given us 
inspiration to mobilise People 
Power.” 

But the demonstrations are 
tightly controlled. For aS their 
vehemence, the Gajah Mada 
students, like their counterparts 
in Jakarta, march only within 
their campus grounds. When 
yesterday’s marchers crossed a 
public road, it was carefully 
sealed off by student stewards. 
“Keep in line,” they shouted 
through their megaphones. 
“Which out for provocateurs." 

The fear of violence runs 
deep in Indonesia - the last time 
there was a crisis like this, in 
the mid-Sixlies, about half a 
million people died in anti- 
communist purges. It would 
only take a few trouble-makers 
to start throwing stones. Student 
leaders at Jakarta's University of 
Indonesia (UI) estimate that 500 
of then number report to the in- 


telligence services. There are ru- 
mours that the army has been 
buying UI blazers to blend in 
duringprotests (you can spot the 
spooks, they say, by their good 
shoes). 

In the Philippines, opposition 
to President Rsrrfinand Marcos 
drew strength from the Catholic 
Church. Indonesia’s Muslims 
are more divided, though or- 
ganisations like Armen Rais’s 
Muhammadiyah are attempting 
to fill the gap. NurhadL 24, a stu- 
dent organiser at Gajah Mada, 
said: ”... we are still building the 
solidarity between religion and 
students that they had in (he 
Philippines.” 

Amien Rais, who expects the 
protests to escalate in two or 
three months' time, said: “For 
the time being, we have to play 
smart, because if wc tell the stu- 
dents to go down into the 
streets that's a very good rea- 
son for the police to lock them 
up. We have to push bit by bit 
... because nobody can guar- 
antee that student demonstra- 
tions will always be peaceful 
and non-violent. Thar's why 
we need to reach out to the 
leaders of armed forces." 

However large their num- 
bers or keen their wit. the stu- 
dents of Indonesia arc unlikely 
to achieve much without the 
help of the men with guns. 


Commonwealths join forces 


Protest: A crowd of about 1,000 students marching around Gagja Mada University in 
Yoigyarkarta yesterday, calling on Suharto to step down Photograph: Rick Rycroft/AP 


IN A POSSIBLE harbinger of greater co- 
operation to come, especially in Africa, the 
Commonwealth and its French-speaking 
equivalent, La Francophonie, are joining 
forces for the first t»nw to send a combined 
team to monitor die forthcoming elections In 
the Seychelles, writes Rupert Cornwell. 

Of itself this is merely a response to the 
request from the Seychelles government for 
both bodies to observe the vote, from 20-22 
March. But it reflects realities pushing the two 
towards co-operation, rather than competition. 

Chief Emeka Anyaokn, the Commonwealth 
Secretary-General, yesterday caDed the move a 
“very significant development”, which should 


scotch talk that the Commonwealth and La Fran- 
cophonie were trying to divide Africa into two 
camps. He denied that there was any institn- 
tional rivalry between his 54-nation and the 4^- 
member Francophonie. Even so. there is likely 
to be some concern over the ambitions of Boutros 
Boutros Gbali, the former United Nations sec- 
retary-general who was elected as the first head 
ofLa Francophonie last November alter being 
forced from his UN job by the United States. 

Bat logic dictates fortber co-operation. Most 
members of the two bodies are already linked 
through the AGP (African, Caribbean and Pa- 
cific) group of countries which negotiate with 
the European Union. 
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To a company chief, it is a listing to die for: Nigel Cope on the new 


FTSE 100 and a decade of revolution * J$ 


Change in 

great 

measure 



- '. \r 

V — 

* ri« 
1 Vv 

5832,6 < 

■ 4.1 

■f-.-xii 

Si'; 1 6 : 0 ft 

L " : 

5861. S 
591 1 A 

ASF 

+3 

6S. 

GOs 

-2\A 

CPA 

♦5 

£".7 

At- 


BSCT 

♦3 T i 

HAS 

*1 

PC. 

*3 

-hit 

ALLD 

♦ 4 

BSY 

*5 

HFX 

*7R 

FW 



ANL 

♦ 18 



PA3 





STB 

-It 

(C: 


♦5 


AVZ 

*V=J 

cmjzzy* 

III 

♦2 

ftBCS 

*6R 

^ 1 


-7A 

CCM 

♦ I 3 . 

KGF 





BAA 

PC 


CtiAC 

-13R 

UD? 

LAN 5 


A 10 


-1 -1 
»» D \ 


TO THE OUTSIDER, the movemeolof 

companies yesterday on the London stock 
market was typical of the snakes and lad- 
ders game that is part and parcel of being 
a company whose shares are traded in the 
City. Up went Compass, the catering com- 
pany which provides canteen services to 
companies and airlines, into the FTSE100 
list of Bri dan's largest companies, Down 
went Dixons, the electrical retailer. It 
dropped out yesterday after a stock ex- 
change committee deemed it was no longer 
big enough to warrant inclusion. 

And hovering just on the first rung of 
the ladder was Misys, a computer software 
firm providing services to banks and in- 
surance companies. It was founded only 
nine years ago. and now lies just outside 
the Top 100, having just missed out on be- 
coming the first information technology to 
join the blue chip list 

These changes may not seem to have 
much significance beyond the pin-striped 
environs of the City banking community at 
first glance but take a closer look at the 
shifts in the FTSE 100 - often known as 
the Footsie - and you sec something symp- 
tomatic of a wider trend - the shifting pat- 
terns in the shape of the British economy. 


And a look at th£ index’s changes over the 
past 10 years reveals a telling pattern. 
The overwhelming trend is a shift to- 
, wards fast-growing and often youthful ser- 
vices companies and away from the 
traditional manufacturing groups which 
were such powerful stock market per- 
formers in the mid- 1980s. 

As Adam Cole, UK economist at James 
CapeL the Gey bank, points out “The share 
of manufacturing of the UK'S gross domestic 
product has been declining for several 
years and the strong pound will continue to 
squeeze that sector as it is a major exporter. 
Wbat we have seen instead is a growth in 
services. We see that continuing too.” 

But there have been other driving 
forces. One has been government policy, 
such as privatisation which catapulted 
electricity and water companies into the 
Footsie. Another is the de-mutualisation 
of many building societies, while a third is 
management trends which have encouraged 
many of the big conglomerates, such as 
Hanson and BTR, to break themselves up 
into smaller, more focused entities. 

A glance at the entries and exits from 
the FTSE100 over the last 10 years tells the 
story. New entrants have included Halifax, 
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Woolwich and Alliance & Leicester; pri- 
vatised utilities like National Power, Pbw- 
ergen and United Utilities, mobile phone 
group like Orange, media giants such as 
British Sky Broadcasting and young phar- 
maceutical companies such as Nycomed 
Amersham. 

They have replaced some of the grand 
old names of British industry which have 
either fallen on tougher times or have de- 
liberately broken themselves up into small- 
er groups. Those indude Hans on, once the 
“B^g Daddy” of the conglomerate sector run 
by Lord Hanson, but now simply a hum- 
ble budding materials company, Redland, 
the roofing tfle firm recently taken over by 
French rival Lalarge, Rolls-Royce and TT 
Group, an engineer. 

The pursuit of “focus” has led compa- 
nies to concentrate on their core business 




agCH Written in the screen*: The 

I index reflects the decline of 
British manufacturing, and the 

rise and rise of services 


and contract out an increasing number of 
services. This has helped providers such as 
Hays, the distribution and personnel com- 
pany and Compass. 

Dig back into the 1980s andyou find ev- 
idence of Britain’s decline in sectors like 
computer manufacturing; Ferranti In- 
ternational slipped oat of the index in 1986 
and later went bust. Amstrad bowed out 
in 1989 and is now a much smaller consumer 
electronics group. 

According to Bob Semple, at NaiWest 
Securities, the investment bank, the next 
10 years may not seem such dramatic 
changes. Fhrfoer privatisation is unlikely 
to feature significantly under Labour and 
the de-mu totalisations of the building so- 
ciety movement seems to have reached a 
pause. But other trends wfll continue. The ' 
continued erosion of Britain’s manufac- 


turing base, which has fallen from 23 per 
cart ofUK economic output to 21 percent 
in the last 10 years, is likely to signal the 
departure of more industrial groups from 
thebig league. In their place wfll come more 
service companies — maybe a few Internet 
service providers, or media groups riding 
on foe back of foe digital technology rev- 
olution. 

The changes will also have an impact on 
employment. Wages growth has been slow- 
er in foe service sector than in manufac- 
tming partly doe to tower productivity gains 
but also a higher element of relatively un- 
skilled labour . 

As Mr Cole of James Opel says: "Over 
the next three or four years we should see 
a mntiwiiwl nw aw jn business, leisure ser- 
vices and financial services but incomes will 
grow less quickly.” 


HOW THEY WIN 
PR OMOTIO N 

The FTSEIOO was set up in 1984 to 
take over from the FT30, which 
dated back » «35. It was established 
as a way to measure movements in 
the stock market and to be 
representative of British industrial 
and commercial stocks. 

Membership of the FTSE J00 and 
the second-line rankings such as the 
FTSE250 and 350 are made every 
three months by a committee of 
fond managers and stock brokers. 
The key measurement is stock 
market value. The main yardstick for 
promotion or relegation to or from 
the blue-chip index is the so-called 
“90-KXr rule. If a company’s value 
has risen to be . ranked 90th or above 
(ie it is the 90th biggest firm), the 
share will be in the Top 100. If a 
company has dropped below 110th, it 
is excluded. Being in the Top 100 is 
very important for companies. It 
bestows and encourages investment. 
This often sends foe shares higher: 
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At first sight, this appfcared 
to be the most unlikely set of 

chirms mine Jo nathan Aitken 
and Diane Abbott. As is well 
known, foe disgraced former 
minister is godfather to the 
left-wing Labour MP’s son, 
James, and they have been 
good friends since they were 
paired together in foe Com- 
mons some years ago. 

But the friendship between 
Ackrcyd and Currie seems to be 
of a different order. For a start, 
ft hre only barely begun. A fort- 
night ago Currie was rung up by 
the National Theatre and asked 
to chair a talk by Ackroyd on foe 
sul^'ecsaf Sir Tbotnas More, the 
subject of his latest biography 
and one. of Carrie’s heroes. 
She happily agreed. Afterwards 
she was invited to a dinner at 
which Ackroyd was present 

The two got on like a house 
on fire. “He’s uproarious,” says 


Friends: Ackroyd and Currie 



Currie. “Peter can down an 
enormous quantity of good 
wine. He’s a lovely man and a 
wonderful human being. Oth- 
er -authors like Martin Amis 
could learn a lot from him.” 
Their conversation was 
broad-ranging, from foe sug- 
gestion that Ackroyd might 
stand as Mayor of London to 
the possibility of Mdvyn Bragg 


deed She goes so far a s to de- 
re “a worshipper” 


on the other hand, is. 


Pefoapsberewc have the na- 
ture ctf this relationship. Mrs 
Currie is a fan. But unlike most 
fans, she has enough status to 
consider him her chum. 

This is reminiscent of foe 
case of Tbny Banks and foe 
American singer-songwriter 
Aimee Mann. A new but ded- 
icated fan, when he discovered 
that she was in town, he faxed 
her record company inviting her 
for tea at foe Commons. And 
so another somewhat unlikely 
friendship began. . 

However, Mr Banks admits 
that, "If I’d been someone who 
wasn’t a Member of Parlia- 
ment, my invitation would have 
been binned.” And were Mrs 
Currie not a former MP, one 
suspects that she might not 
have been dining with Peter 
Ackroyd Membership dearly 
has its privileges. 


Tim Hulse 
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Robin’s latest objects of desire 
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Cabinet meeting: top row left to 
right Minolta underwater camera 
by Seymour PoweH; Nike sunglass- 
es by Ideo; CD packaging for 
Cream by Dolfin and Pet Shop 
Boys by Pentagram; Paul Smith 
cufflinks; clockwork radio by 
Trevor Bayfis. Bottom row: Attfla 
can crusher by Studio Brown; 
Swatch telephone by PSD Design; 
Wallace & Gromit by Aardman 
Animations; Wannabe loafer by 
Patrick Cox; Fisher Price camera 
by Priestman Goode. 

Details above show Paul Smith 
cufflinks, Nike sunglasses and 
Patrick Cox loafer 

Photographs: David Rose. 


Our Foreign 
Secretary has a . 
message for the 
rest of the worl d: 
British design is 
brilliant But, says 
Nonie Niesewand, 

by 

somebody 
else needs 
to listen - us 

WHY would Robin Cook want 
a pair of Wannabe loafers ty de- 
signer Patrick Cox in three 
shades of leather woven to- 
gether like mosiacs, or a copy 
of the Pet Shop Boys' orange 
bubble CD cover which sold 
three and a half million copies 
five years ago hanging around 
in his office? lb represent the 
global reach of cutting edge de- 
sign in Britain, of course. A 
do/gn ea mmp les have beendio- 
sen by the Design Council in the 
first phase of a ForcignOffice- 
led promotion, including two 
big-budget buildings abroad - 


the Reichstag in Beilin by Nor- 
man Foster and the regional 
HQ for Marseilles council by 
WfllAbop.. 

wanted to show the world 
tJmt the Fbrrign Office in mod- 
ern Britain is better than a col- 
lection of Hansards,” the 
Foreign Secretary said. So his 
antique walnut 1860s Dutch 
bookcase was emptied to make 
a showcase. Its colourful and 
playful contents may represent 
the best of cutting edge con- 
temporary design, but they also 
retell the familiar tale of how 
the best of British design ends 
up being manufactured abroad. 

An underwater camera by 
Seymour Powell shaped like a 
banana to maximise brightness 
in the depths is made for Mi- 
nolta in Japan. A Fisher Price 
children’s camera digitises the 
image and prints it on fax pa- 
per instantly. .The cheapest dig- 
ital camera of its type at $39, 
it is not not on sale in Britain, 

but assembled in the Far East 

for an American company, 
though at. least the microchip 
is Scottish. The Oodework ra- 
dio by Hevcr Baylis is made by 
his company Bay-gen in South 
Africa. AttDa, the ugiy tool 
that crushes cans in its 
Schwarzenegger pincer arms , 
was designed by Julian Brown 


for an Italian company, Rente. 

So should the Foreign Sec- 
retary be showcasing objects 
not just designed but made in 
Britain too? 

“It really doesn't matter 
where it’s made," argues Tim 
Brown of Ideo, whose wrap- 
around Nike sunglasses are de- 
signed so that when your bead 
moves while running there is no . 
distortion. Grooves on the rub- 


Wal lace and 
Gromit are 
practically 
ambassadors for 
Britain already 


berised bridge stop sweat from 
running into the eyes — just a 
email detail but one that mattes 
(hem a winner. The US sprint 
relay team at die last Olympics . 
wore them. 

“So what if it’s a USA Ghent, 
with bits made in Uriwan and 
Japan," Brown says. It's simply 
not an issue any more. Design 
really is a global business and 
we shouldn’t take a national 




Fostw k Reichstag in Berlin, top, and Akop's Le Grand Bleu regional council 
headquarters fai Marseilles Le Grand Bleu, Rodeiidt Coyne & Akop & Stormer 


The winning radio that was almost a lost cause 



First time round 
the Design 
Council said ft 
couldn’t be done. 
Now rt has had 
to eat its words 

THE ClNDERELLAnot in- 
vited to the Foreign Office » 

take a pbotocall vnjh ‘ 

Ok>ok and tbc Design Cotmoi 

» lUnr Rnvl& inventor 


Foreign Secretary w« unstint- 
ing in his praise for 
up radio that replaces batteries 


with a big spring in the side. 
Gunk up the handle for 25 sec- 
onds and it will run for an 

“Can 1 get the BBC?” the 
Foreign Secretary asked the 
young product development 

. - . . tunHn^ri With 


Baylis on the original concept. 
Yes, and what’s more you ran 
net it in some of the world’s 
iore remote areas, which s why 
Baylis, now 60, set 
lory BayGen in Cape Tbwn, to 
rSKre 80,000 radio* a 

nxmih. He hit on the idea whfle 

watching a TV programme on 


that village* 

unless they could afford tat 

teries. he invented axadio that 


costs nothing to run. He calls it 

the new African drum. 

But getting his prototype 
out of his workshop and into 
production was a bitter strug- 
gle, in the urinals at his facto- 
ry still hangs a framed copy of 
a letter that the Design Coun- 
cil sent h™ on 12 March 1992 
after it assessing the viability of 


ject While the clockwork radio 
was “a well thought out prod- 
uct which would benefit its tar- 
get market”, it turned him 
down. It was “very unlikely, 
that UK industry could rater 


meat with this product The ma- 


jor -customers are third wodd 
countries which, with severe 
debts, would not be in a position 


to pay for this device. The ex- 
tent to which component parts 
could be 'manufactured in the 
UK was also felt to be Drafted". 

Bayfo is still angry; “The 
third world couldn't afford it 
and no British licensee could 
make a profit from it? Scan- 
dakm”Sobe got in touch with 
BBCs Tbmoirow’s World 
which gave him a five-minute 
dot. An accountant, Christo- 
pher Staines, saw the pro- 
gramme and said his firm could 
make it happen* Now they are 
partners. 

“Within two weeks the pro- 
ject had£lm, and funding from 
the beautiful, darling Lynda 


- fhfllfcpT ^fi Yr u y-r Hrtrwgn Mima . 

ter) through the Overseas De- 
velopment Agency Bless her.” 


Nearly nibbed out by those re- 
jections he admits that when be 
saw the first radios coming off the 
production line at Bay-Gen in 
Cape Tbwn be broke down and 
cried “like a big girl’s blouse”. 

Now the designer who pro- 
totyped his radio in a garden 
shed is pushing for an Acade- 
my of Investors. The Institute 
of Mechanical Engineers would 
litre to install him in the Old 
Patent Office in London and he 
hopes that if Prince Charles is 
listening it will be given the sta- 
tus of Royal Academy. Mr 

Baylis wffl invite the big dheeses 
from the Design Council to the 
launch party. 


Nonie Niesewand Coolc winding up Ed dark 


view. Promoting Britain’s cre- 
ativity is great If British man- 
ufacturers want a piece of the 
action they will buy into It.” 

Designs that won’t need 
much explanation to visiting dig- 
nitaries include ^fellace and 
Gromit. Practically ambas- 
sadors abroad for Britain them- 
selves, these animations by Nick 
Park talk to Peruvians and win 
Oscazs. And Brit pop talks a lot 
more than some trade com- 
missioners. ’Bike the Pet Shop 
Boys, who have just returned 
from concerts in Russia where 
fens paid $100 a night for night- 
club performances in Moscow. 
“AS the smart people are dis- 
paraging about Cool Britannia 
and this hype for design,” says 
singer Nefl Tennant “But 1 
used to get apoplectic with rage 
when 1 got on to a plane and 
they showed foreigners what 
Britain was like in the Eighties. 
Those beefeaters in London, 
and cream teas in the 
Cotswolds. I prefer this new 
look." 

Robin Cook is concerned 
that the branding of Britain is 
seen to be on the cutting edge 
of design with international 
players. He personally re- 
quested that a computer image 
of Norman Foster’s Reichstag 
in Berlin (still under construc- 


tion) was part of this design 
statement. The other building 
on parade is Will Alsop of Al- 
sop and Storm eris “le Grand 
Bleu" as the cobalt blue regional 
HQ of the Marseilles council is 
known. AIsop says its strength 
derives from an orchestrated ex- 
perience between calmness and 
excite menu 

For all those on a jingoistic 
trip about buying British AIsop 
reminds us that if it wasn’t for 
the rest of the world, and Eu- 
rope in particular, British ar- 
chitects would have hardly built 
a thing in the Seventies and 
Eighties. He argues that if the 
Government wants to see the 
best of British design and ar- 
chitecture in this country it has 
got to do something about the 
“aesthetic policemen - the plan- 
ning committees, Royal Fine 
Arts, English Heritage, ail 
brought up with an idea of or- 
der, restraint, and good man- 
ners. Architects have proved 
that with technology and new 
materials, they can give the 
public extraordinary sensuality 
whhin their buildings-” 

The rest of the world has 
known for a long time that 
British design talent is worth in- 
vesting in. The irony, as AIsop 
points out, is that we still 
haven’t grasped it ourselves. 
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The bar where you 

pay through the nose 



Customers at 
New York's 

Oxygen 
Station breath 
bi the pure Oz 
Photograph: 
GregWilliams/ 

■ Rex Features 


Remember when bottled water was far-fetched? Helen Wilkinson in New York experiences a natural high, coming soon to Britain 


ONCE people went to the sea- 
side for fresh air and fun. Now 
it’s pure oxygen that increasing 
numbers of New Yorkers are 
demanding, courtesy of an oxy- 
gen bar. And the first stop in 
Britain for this Big Apple fad 
is Blackpool 

The medical benefits of 
high-grade oxygen have been 
known for some time - the US 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion approves of oxygen therapy 
for the treatment of 13 specif- - 
ic problems including migraine 
and headaches - but now the 
concept is being taken a stage 
further. Oxygen is being mar- 
keted as an essential adjunct to 
the modern urban lifestyle, 
hailed for its ability to strength- 
en the body's immune system, 
eliminate fatigue, improve con- 
centration, and boost energy. 

The trend kicked off in 
America when New York’s first 


oxygen bar. The Oxygen Station, 
opened seven months ago. Yes- 
terday the Blackpool business 
Frnns said it would seek clear- 
ance from environmental health 
officials to offer oxygen as a 
“pollution-beating, stress-re- 
lieving, pure and natural hi gh ”. 

In search of this natural 
high 1 took myself off to The 
Oxygen Station. For 20 minutes 
I-sai in a reclining chair, sipped 
herbal tea. and listened to New 
Age music while oxygen was 
pumped from a c anis ter 
through tubes inserted in my 
nostrils. All for a mere $20! 

The Oxygen Station has po- 
sitioned itself at the cutting 
edge of New Age activities, 
promising a plethora of bene- 
fits. Its unobtrusive location 
(it’s tucked away in the Healing 
Centre on 57th Street, near 
Central Park) and its minimal- 
ist decor provides a perfect en- 


vironment to recharge the bat- 
teries, rejuvenate and escape the 
worst excesses of urban life. You 
can even have oxygen facials 
while you breathe in the Or 

Regular partakers at the 
centre include authors who are 
suffering writer’s block, busi- 
nessmen who need a pep up be- 
fore big meetings, athletes 
intent on improving their per- 
formance and -as you would ex- 
pea - the “beautiful people", 
actors and models who believe 
oxygen willdow down the age- 
ing process, improve complex- 
ions, and increase hair and nail 
growth (not to. mention their 
libidos). The Station is also 
more than happy to take oxy- 
gen to clients. Private oxygen 
parties and corporate brain- 
storm weekends are not un- 
heard of- and are a big growth 
market 

As the only place offering 


this service in the city, there is 
an understandable rel uctance 
on the part of The Station's 
managers to name drop. But 
Kristy Allen and Woody Har- 
relson have both extolled the 
virtues of oxygen therapy, and 
the celebrity gym Rada Physi- 
cal Culture, where CSndy Craw- 
ford works out provides bottled 
oxygen on demand along with 
vegetable and fruit juices. . 

New York’s cool merchants 
- the people whose job it is to 
spot hip trends - have been 
quick to identify the appeal of 
oxygen to young urban profess 
SLonalswhowtnkandpl^haKL 
They predict that oxygen bars 
will rapidly spring up through- 
out America. 

The Oxygen Station is keen 
to position itself as a cool hang- 
out if you want to get high, but 
don’t want the harmful effects 
of alcohol or drugs. In the city 


that never sleeps, this could be 
a major selling point 

Science fiction has long de- 
picted societies where environ- 
mental devastation means that 
the simple necessities of life - 
like air and water - oome at a 
pride. The first sign that this 
vision might become reality 
came in the Eighties when air 
quality deteriorated to danger- 
ously low levels in some Japan- 
ese cities. Booths - nicknamed 
oxygen stations— appeared on 
street comers, letting com- 
muters top up their oxygen 
quotas en route to work." 

■ But whether New - York's 
Oxygen Station will prove to be 
“the bar of the future" remains 
to be seen. It will almost cer- 
tainly need a redesign to make 
it a more enticing prospect for 
the more ambivalent consumer. 
Price may also be an issue. 
With oxygen costing $1 a 


minute, alcohol is likely to 
remain the drug of preference 
for the vast majority. (The 
Blackpool bar is pricing itself 
much more competitively at a 
mere £2 for 20 minutes.) 

But these are minor consid- 
erations. Although I can't quite 
see hordes of Manhattanites (or 
Blackpool promenades, come 
to that) walking into their local 
bar, ordering a bottfe of Q 2 , and 
sitting around with tubes up 
their nostrils, if oxygen bars are 
marketed as the ultimate in 
urban chic and sophistication, 
they just might catch on. After 

all buying oxygen reems less far- 
fetched if you consider how 
quickly buying bottled water 
became the norm among the 
affluent in the Eighties. 

When Village Voice starts to 
advertise 12-step programmes 
for oxy addicts, well know this 
trend has well mid truly arrived. 


Not waving, 
but drowning 

Kate Watson-Smyth on one 
woman’s determination to die 


TEN weeks ago Jacqueline 
Leonard walked down to a 
beach in South Wiles and 
stood looking out to sea. 

She chose a quiet spot 
away from the fishermen 

and took off the skirt she was 

wearing over her leggings 
- she did not want to get 
dragged tinder too soon. 
Then she walked out into the 
water, until it was up to her 
waist, and swam out into the 

Bristol Channel. 

The next thing she knew 
she was waking up in hospi- 
tal after being pulled to safe- 
ty by a helicopter crew- Her 
attempted suicide had foiled. 

Two days ago her body 
was found washed up on the 
same beach where she first 
walked into the sea. This 
time there was no one to 
save her. 

Miss Leonard, a 46-year- 
old divorcee with no family- 
had been suffering from de- 
pression since her marriage 
broke up in 19S0. After her 
rescue she said she would not 
try to commit suicide again. 
It was a promise she would 
be unable to keep. 

“Christmas was a terrible 
time because I do not have 
any family to speak of,” she 
said. “I didn’t get any cards 
and felt as if there was no 
one in the world who cared 
whether I lived or died.” 

The day before New 
Year’s Eve, Miss Leonard 
made up her mind. Slipping 
out of Sully Hospital, where 
she was being treated for her 
depression, she went down 
to the beach. “I just planned 
to float about and wait for 
the outgoing tide to take me 
to the ocean. 

“I rolled onto my back 
and started doing back- 
stroke. The sun felt warm on 
my face and I began to feel 
very calm and at peace." 

. But the crew of a police 
helicopter on a training 
flight were called to the 
scene after* passer-by saw 
Miss Leonard floating face 
down in the water. 

The pilot, Angus Pater- 
son, skimmed the craft along 
the waves as PC Phil Brace- 
girdle climbed along the 
landing skids and grabbed 
hold of Miss Leonard. As 
they reached, the shallow 


water he gently lowered her 
and jumped in to gnr her the 

kiss of life. 

The next day pictures of 
the rescue were all over the 
papers. Miss Leonard said; ‘ I 
realise now it was a stupid 
thing to do. I am sorry for 
what I did and have no in- 
tention of dofog ii again." She 
spoke of moving to Snow- 
donia and opening an animal 
sanctuary: “I just want to get 
out of hospital and stand on 
my own two feet-" 

But it was not to be. At 
some point during the past 
few days she returned to the’ 
beach and waded out to sea 

It was a stupid 
thing to do, 
she said. But 
she could not 
stay away 


for the last time. Her body 
was found by the same crew 
who rescued her. 

The sense of a woman 
driven to take her life to such 
an extent that she ritualhsti- 
caliy returned to the place of 
her first attempt is apparent. 
According to Dr Mike 
Nowers, a consultant psy- 
chiatrist at Cossham Hospi- 
tal, Bristol there Is no 
research into why people 
return to the same spot. 

“There is certainly anec- 
dotal evidence to suggest 
that they will do so," he said. 
“I have heard of a case where 
a woman was rescued from 
a lake and was then found 
dead there 18 months later 
... But every case has its own 
circumstances and is unique 
to that person.” 

And as with every suicide, 
the distress of those left 
behind is all too apparent 
Jacqueline Leonard may 
have had no family, but Gra- 
ham Plumridge, one of the 
crew who saved her, said: “It 
has left us all feeling very sad. 
It was always a possibility she 
would try again. Her previous 
attempt was genuine - she 
was not attention-seeking.'' 


My 12-year-old daughter 
wants to be a model 
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Marcia’s a single parent and her 12 and a half-year-old 
daughter was recently spotted at school by a reputable 
model agency, which has asked her to join. Her daughter's < 
mad keen, but Marcia feels uneasy. What should she do? 





DILEMMAS 



VIRGINIA 

IRONSIDE 


RIGHT-WING family groups 
have suggested that girls in the 
same situation as Marcia's 
daughter ought to be taken 
into care, rather than be allowed 
to pursue modelling careers. 
But that's because they know 
nothing about modelling. It's 
not about sex, drugs and 
rock'n'roll. It’s about sheer 
hard work, .and you’re kept 
slim by early-morning shoots 
and rushing around rather than 
by developing eating disorders. 
A model’s figure is not seen as 
a sexual one; it is more like a 
beautiful racehorse, a work of 
arL Paedophiles may get a buzz 
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out of looking at the photo- 
graphs of very young models 
but, without knowing the first 
thing about bow paedophiles 
minds work, Fd imagine they’d 
be more turned on by pictures 
of childish innocence than 
childish sop histicatio n. 

When I was young I was in 
a different position to Marcia's 
daughter. 1 was pushed into 
modelling by my fashion pro- 
fessor mother who would get me 
walking down catwalks in hor- 
ribly fashionable tea dresses 
and French schoolgirl coats, 
complete with long white socks 
and patent leather shoes. I 
hated every single stressful 
embarrassing, boring, unpaid 
minute of it. Every single 
“Ooh" and “Aaah" made me 
squirm. And after standing in 
the Brighton Pavilion in a tight 
silk party dress all day under 
burning lights with Norman 
Parkinson snapping away, I 
remember fainting to the 
shrieks and cruses of the fash- 
ion editor who was doing the 
shoot. She refused to speak to 
me all the way bade in the train. 

However, had I been paid 
and seen it as a lucrative job of 
work rather than a favour Fd 
been manipulated into by my 
nwthei. I think I wotdd have en- 
joyed it enormously. My mini- 
career would have boosted my 
self-esteem no end. And the 
money can be considerable. 
Marcia's daughter could be en- 
couraged to spend a bit, bot to 
save vast chunks to put down on 
a flat when she gets older. If it’s 

the choice between modelling 

and a paper round - nearly as 
boring and stressful and ex- 


hausting as modelling - there’s 
no question of what the answer 
is. As a hairdresser friend of 
mine said, “They may screw her 
up, darling but at least she’ll 
make loads of dosh.” 

But I don't think they will 
screw her up. Marcia could go 
with heron some shoots, and it's 
certainly not in the' model 
agency’s interests to create a 
monster, a sulky narcissistic 
prima donna. TbeyTI want to 
keep her as sweet and young as 
possible; shell be easier to 
manage. 

There is an idea that children 
these days become adults too 
quickly. There is actually an- 
other argument, that you nev- 
er bear, which is that children 
don't grow up quickly enough. 
Tie whole idea of such a long 
“chQdboocT and the innocence 
surrounding it only came into 
being in the Victorian era. Nat 
all but 50016 children, are nat- 
urally ready for work, at least 
part-time, at a younger age 
than 16. 

As long as Mazda’s daugh- 
ter is capable of taking the odd 
job while keeping up with her 
school work and her friends,* 
what harm can there be in her 
earning a bomb now and again, 
and being made to feel won- 
derful and . confident at the 
same time? She should make 
the most of the opportunities 
that are offered in life; they 
rarely oome twice. And if she’s 
got it, she should not only 
flaunt it but grab the money 
while she can. When her bust 
and hips develop, after afl, she 
may find the Only job on offer 
is on a supermarket checkout. 


WHAT 

READERS SAY 


Go for it, if sheVt mature 
I STARTED modelling at 14 
(against everyone’s advice). It 
boosted my confidence and has 
enriched my life. You learn so- 
cial skills and independence,' 
and have loads of fim. I worked 
on weekends and holidays but 
finished my A-levels with good 
grades. If you think your daugh- 
ter is stable enough to say “no 
thanks” to men, drugs, and over- 
zealous dietary programmes, 
and still do her homework, it 
would be a shame to deprive her 
of the advantages of modelling. 
To a girl who's got Ixjth feet on 
the ground, the modelling world 
is no more dangerous than your 
local high street Perhaps you 
could accompany her to shoots 
until both of you feel more 
comfortable. 

On the other hand, if you 
think she’s not strong enough ta 
face semi-grown-up life yet. 


she has nothing to lose by wait- 
ing a few years. Her physical 
prime is most Ukdyyears ahead, 
and it may be that she’ll be bet- 
ter equipped to make the best 
of it then. Who knows, it may 
turn out that she doesn’t like 
modelling anyway - trudging 
around offices and having to 
look great all the time can be 
discouraging too. But that’s 
something that shell have to 
find out for herself. If you were 
Kate Moss’s mother, would you 
really have said “no"? 

M Hansen, London N5 

Her outlook is paramount 

MODELLING is an uncertain 
business and only for the con- 
fident and mature. At the age 
of 12, your daughter may well 
be too young - especially if her 
childishness is co mprom ised by 
her appearing in pictures which 
are overtly sexuaL Added to 
that, the amount of money 
models can earn would set her 
apart from her con te mp or ar ies. 

Only let her do it if you rhmk 
she is mature enough to cope 


with the attention and the in- 
evitable rejection. Make sure 
you monitor her pictures and 
the agency’s role constantly. 
Above all make sure you pro- 
tect her against the drugs, eat- 
ing disorders and exploitation 
that the industry is rife with. But 
if you can do all this - go 
ahead. The financial rewards 
are huge. 

Georgina Rartinson 
London SW15 

Share your good fortune 
I IMAGINE the source of 
Marcia’s unease is the narcis- 
sism and exploitation tied up 
with the fashion industry. But 
instead of an attempt to embark 
on an ethical discussion or a 
heavy-handed refusal to let her 
daughter work for the agency, 
Marcia should praise her 
daughter’s beauty, congratu- 
late her on her good sense and 
harness that otherpowerful in- 
stinct in young people towards 
altruism. Then they could de- 
cide together to which of their 
favourite charities or pressure 


groups her daughter would like 
to give part of her fee. 

Emily Bayliss, Newport 

Be ready for disappointment 
ABOUT a year ago, my daugh- 
ter, Susan, who is now 14, was 
approached by a model agency 
at a dance studio. They made 
all kinds of glamorous promis- 
es and we agreed to have a first 
photo session. I was proud to 
see Susan coping with this ex- 
perience - she had enormous 
fun- Of course, she expected to 
get modelling offers in the fol- 
lowing months. You can imag- 
ine what it was like at home 
during that time. I was anxious 
ti^t her performance at school vr 
would suffer but quite the con-^ 
“ s ^ e seemed to grow in 
^-confidence after the session. 

However, we didn’t hear 
anything more from the agency. 

It has been disappointing, but 
busan has gained a lot from the 
experience. If I were you, Fd let 
her try ft out and see what 
comes of it 

Henri Doerr, London W! 


NEXT WEEK'S DILEMMA 


WE MOVED into a flat three years ago r 
with a freeholder from helL She is 
drank, abusive and, frankly, mad. Wfc earn 
not go into the garden, even though it is 
ours, because she throws water over us 
and screams abuse from the windows; we 
have tried to get planning permission for 
an extension but though the Council is 
keen, she has always blocked it because 
of an extremely badfy written lease. We 
havebeen trying to sell it, unsuccessfully. 


from a month after we moved in. Now 

a lovdy couple want to buy it She b preg- 
nant; they too have fantasies about an ex- 
tension, and using the garden, but haven’t 
noticed the drawbacks in the lease be- 
<ause they are doing the conveyancing 

themselves. Do we sell the flat to therm 

or warn them? My husband says we will 
never sell it if we warn every potential 
buyer of the pitfalls, but this is such a 
lovely couple. Yours sincerely, Clara 
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Lloyd Bridges 


AFTER more than 20 years as 
an actor in theatre and cinema, 
LJoyd Bridges found interna- 
tional fame as an underwater in- 
vestigator in the television series 
Sea Hunt. TWenty-three years 
later, his career in edipse, he 
found new fame by spoofing his 
own macho image in the film 
Airplane. 

He was then 67, but looked 
far younger, thanks to regular 
exercise; be played tennis, skied, 
i . jogged, and, of course, swam. 

• Perhaps the reason for the re- 
lentless physical regime that 
kept him looking so lean and 
virile for more than seven 
decades is that President 
William Howard Taft once pre- 
sented him with a trophy for 
being America's Fattest Baby- 

Bridges wasn't the first ac- 
tor in his family; his father. 

. Lloyd Bridges, Senior, had 
jUayed in silent films. While 
studying political science at 
UCLA, Uoyd Jnr joined the 
■ University Dramatic Society 
1 and appeared in classic and con- 
I temporary plays. After gradu- 
jt ating, he acted in various stock 
P companies, and toured in a 
I production of The Taming of the 
| Shrew before braving New 
| York. After two uneventful 
years, he and some actor friends 
formed “The Playroom Club”, 
one of the first off-B roadway 
theatre companies. Bridges 
made his Broadway debut as an 
extra in a production of Othel- 
lo (1937), co-starring Walter 
Huston and Brian Ahern e, and 
had better roles in Cocteau's 
The Infernal Machine (1937) and 
Eugene O’Neill’s Susannah and 
the Elders (1940). Spotted by the 
film executive Sidney Buch- 
man, he was signed to a contract 
with Columbia Pictures at S75 
a week. 

m His first film was The Lone 

* WblfTahx a Chance {l^lYane 
of a long series of Lone 
features churned out by Co- 
lumbia. The studio had other se- 
ries, of course, and Bridges 
appeared in most of them; in 


Blondie Goes to College (1942), 
Alias Boston Bladde (also 1942) 
and The Crime Doctor’s 
Strangest Case (1943), as well as 
in slapstick two-reeleis, a seri- 
al and such *A” features as Here 
Comes Mr Jordan (1941), The 
Talk of the Town (1942), The 
Commandos Strike at Dawn 
(1943) and Sahara (1943). In his 
four years at the studio, he made 
more than 45 films. 

“To get their money's worth 
out of me, they’d put me in two 
or three pictures a week,” 
Bridges recalled. “As a result. 1 
worked with a lot of stars like 
Ronald Colman, Cary Grant, 
Paul Muni and Humphrey 
Bogart. They were real stars.” 

The turning-point in his ca- 
reer came after he left Colum- 
bia and appeared in Lewis 
Milestone's .4 Walk in the Sun 
(1945), one of the few Holly- 
wood films about the Second 
World War that had any dis- 
tinction. The same war formed 
the background of Home of the 
Brave (1949), one of the first lib- 
eral films on the subject of 
colour prejudice. It was the 
story of an African-American 
GI (James Edwards), who, on 
a Japanese-held atoll in the 
South Pacific, suffered psycho- 
logical paralysis after the death 
of Bridges, his fellow soldier and 
only friend. Bridges also scored 
as an arrogant ex-Nazi army of- 
ficer in 77k* White Tower ( 1 950) 
and as Gary Cooper's treach- 
erous deputy in High Noon 
(1952). 

That same year, he appeared 
with Lee J. Cobb in another 
western. The Tall Texan. In June 
1953, Cobb testified to the 
House Committee on Un- 
American Activities that 
Bridges was once a Communist. 
The resultant dip in his career 
took Bridges back to Broadway, 
where he appeared in the play 
Dead Pigeon ( 1953), but the pro- 
duction itself was dead in 
three weeks. What film work 
came his way was of a minor na- 
ture until 1956. when he played 


Katharine Hepburn’s mean- 
spirited brother in The 
Rainmaker (1956). 

Because be had once seen 
him play a sponge-diver in a mi- 
nor movie called 16 Fathoms 
Deep (194S), the television pro- 
ducer Ivan Tors offered Bridges 
the role of the subaqueous 
Mike Nelson in Sea Hunt. The 
series was turned down by eveiy 
American network, in the belief 
that a weekly undersea adven- 
ture show would soon run out 
of stoty ideas. They were 
proved resoundingly wrong; 
$«i Hunt ran in syndication 
from 1957 to 1961, notching up 
156 episodes, and making 
Bridges into a household name. 
He also directed some seg- 
ments of Sea Hunt, and his 
daughter Luanda, as well as his 
now famous sons Jeff and Beau, 
appeared in the show. 

Although be made occa- 
sional films such as Around the 
World Under the Sea and Attack 
on the Iron Coast (both 1968), 
most of Bridges’s post-Jen Hunt 
roles now came from television; 
he played a freelance journal- 
ist in The Uoyd Bridges Show 
(1962-63), a disillusioned ex- 
cavalry officer in the western se- 
ries The Loner (1965-66). and 
starred in many small-budget 
television movies. In 1974, tbe 
magazine Film Dope , while 
recognising that Bridges's act- 
ing potential was stronger than 
ever, wrote that television 
quickies were “now his staple 
diet, but what else can be ex- 
pected from somebody who 
has voluntarily spent the last 15 
years of his screen career un- 
derwater, being upstaged by 
various sharks and octopi?” 

Six years, and many TV 
quickies later, Bridges's career 
was given a surprise shot in the 
arm by Airplane , the outra- 
geous lampoon of air disaster 
films, in which he played Mc- 
Croskey, the harried air-traffic 
controller. “What a week to give 
up smoking!” he cried, fiQing his 
luugs with tobacco fumes. As 


Barbara Kaye 


■ “MINDING My Own Busi- 
ness” was the title of her book- 
seller husband's memoirs, and 
it might have been Barbara 
Kaye's motto in her long and 
courageous life. 

Percy Muir was still a junior 
director of the great firm of 
Elkin Mathews (founded in 
1885) when Lhey married in 
March 1937, but had become Je 
facto its manager. He was 42. 
she was 28. Almost at once they 
were plunged into the night- 
mare of a lost libel case, from 
which they were only rescued by 
her small savings. But she was 
too realistic and too fond of Per- 
cy to be put off by this inauspi- 
cious beginning, and was soon 
■£' plunged into the last excite- 
ments of bookselling in London 
before the Second World Wir. 

They shared a house in St 
John's Wood, north London, 
with S.S. Kotclianskv. the friend 



Kaye: tenacity 

of Katherine Mansfield and 
D.H. Lawrence, who planted a 
pear-tree in their garden. She 
helped Perev. taking part in the 
task of smuggling Lhe manu- 
script of Mozart's “Haffner" 
Symphony to safety, and or- 
ganised the move of the firm to 
the country, when Ian Renting, 



BA. 


Lean and virile: Bridges in High Noon, 1952 


Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


tension mounted, McCroskey 
declared it was an equally in- 
appropriate week to give up 
drinking, and. finally, glue- 
sniffing, each time abusing his 
system appropriately. 

Ahpione was written and di- 
rected by Jim Abrahams, David 
Zudter and Jerry Zucker. Abra- 
hams directed and co-wrote 
Hot Shots ! (1991), in which 
Bridges managed to top his 
McCroskey performance as 
mad Admiral “Tug” Benson, 
who made his entrance stepping 
confidently off a 727 before the 
steps had been rolled out, and 
plummeting, still saluting, on to 


its newest director and already 
at the Admiralty, warned them 
that war was imminent. 

She settled down to life in 
the rambling old house at Thke- 
ley, near Bishop’s Stortford in 
Hertfordshire, which now be- 
came the Elkin Mathews 
premises. She had been born in 
Suffolk, the daughter of a pro- 
fessional writer, and begun a ca- 
reer as a journalist. Now, 
despite having to maintain a 
household that now included 
two small children as well as her 
husband and Elisabeth, the 
German girl who was the sole 
relic of the bookshop staff, she 
found time to write and to start 
a canteen for evacuees. When 
peace returned (though not 
plenty), she met a new chal- 
lenge, helping Percy rebuild 
old links with bis continental 
colleagues and heal the wounds 
of war. He was largely respon- 


se tarmac. Later, in this fren- 
zied parody of Top Gan, he told 
his young pilots: Tve person- 
ally flown over 1M missions, and 
1 was shot down on eveiy one. 
I’ve never landed a plane in my 
life!” 

Two years later, the sequel. 
Hoi Shots! Part Deux , revealed 
that "Tug” Benson had left the 
navy and become the President 
of the United States. Even 
more demented than before, 
Benson greeted Charlie Sheen 
with a warm: “You're the son I 
never had. No wonder I didn't 
recognise you.” Christopher 
Tbo key wrote in the Daily Mail: 


“The best thing in the movie is 
veteran actor Lloyd Bridges.” 
He appeared with his son 
Beau in thh television series 
Harts of the Wsst (1993), and 
with his son Jeff in Blown 
Away (1994). “I play Jeff's, 
father-figure.” he told an 
interviewer. “Which obviously 
didn’t require much method 
acting.’’ 

Dick Vosburgh 

Uoyd Vfemet Bridges, actor. bomSm 
Leandro, Catifbmia 15 January I9B; 
married 1938 Dorothy Simpson 
(two sons, one daughter); died Los 
Angeles iO March 1998. 


sihle for putting these rela- 
tionships on a formal basis 
through the foundation of the 
International League of Anti- 
quarian Booksellers. She con- 
trived, despite rationing, to 
entertain his colleagues, new 
and old, and tbe trade owes her 
a great debt for her part in this 
post-war revival. 

Little of this is reflected in 
the novels that she wrote now 
and later, 13 in all, under the 
pen name Barbara Kaye. They 
all dealt with contemporary life 
and its problems, seen veiy 
much in a local context. Black- 
marker Green (1950) was a por- 
trait of a village in wartime. 
Festival at Froke ( 1 951 ) reflects 
the impact of the Festival of 
Britain and Champion's Mead 
(1951) the foundation of Har- 
low New Town, not faraway. All 
this was observed at first hand, 
for she was always in the Lhick 


of things, sitting on the district 
council, presiding over the lo- 
cal Women’s Institute and or- 
ganising entertainments for the 
village; fete, besides doing all 
sorts of good that her energetic 
and gregarious temperament 
suggested to her. To be a friend 
of hers was to be a friend for life. 

The growth of Stansted air- 
port finally made life at Thke- 
ley no longer bearable, and 
they moved to Blakeney in 
Norfolk. There Percy died in 
1979. It was the end of an era 
in the history of Elkin Mathews. 
By now Barbara was the sole 
member of its staff,’ and might 
well have accepted a good of- 
fer for the stock and wound up 
the business. But givingup was 
not in her nature. With her usu- 
al courage and tenacity, she kept 
it going, did up the premises and 
took to going to book fairs and 
auctions. To her delight, her son 


David, already a bookseller, 
came to join her in 1987. 

She went on writing, pub- 
lishing a continuation o f Mind- 
ing My Own Business (1956), 
aptly titled The Company We 
Kept (1986), and a sequel. Sec- 
ond Impression (1995). She 
sailed her dinghy off the Nor- 
folk coast into her eighties, 
gardened indefatigably, and 
would go hallway across Eng- 
land to the Wordsworth Trust 
book-collectors’ weekends un- 
til last year. She faced the ills 1 
of old age when they came 
without complaint and, as 
always, with courage. 

Nicolas Barker ; 

Barbara Kenrkk Goring (Barbara I 
Kaye), writer aod bookseBen bom 
Saxmundham, Suffolk 4 August 
1908; married 1937 P.H. Muir ( died 
1979; one son, one daughter); died 
Blakeney, Ncv/oft 21 February 1996. I 


B. A. SANTAMARIA was one 
of the most influential figures 
in Australian political life for 
more than two decades, yet he 
never sat in parliament or even 
joined a political party. He wifi 
be remembered as the man 
who helped to cause a split in 
tiie Australian Labor Party in 
the mid-1950s so devastating 
that it kept Labor out of 
power for almost 20 years. 

■ Santamaria’s main crusade 
was against Communism, es- 
pecially its spread among trade 
unions after the Depression of 
the Thirties. He was a conser- 
vative Catholic who enisled the 
aid of tbe Church in his politi- 
cal activities. And, long after 
Communism had been purged 
from Labor politics, Santainaria 
remained a leading polemicist 
and social commentator, at- 
tacking other movements such 
as economic rationalism, fem- 
inism, gay rights and anything 
that threatened the sanctity of 
family life. His primary pulpit 
was a column in thz Australian, 
a national newspaper, which he 
wrote for 33 years until he be- 
came ill from a brain tumour at 
the end of last year. 

Bartholomew Augustine 
San tam aria (he was known as 
Bob, but always wrote under 
the formal name BA. Santa- 
maria) was bora to Sicilian im- 
migrant parents in the inner 
Melbourne suburb of Bruns- 
wick, then a working-class 
neighbourhood. He was a bril- 
liant student, and it was while 
he was studying Law at the Uni- ' 
versify of Melbourne in the 
1930s that San tam aria became 
involved in the first of a series 
of groups attached to the 
Catholic Church that served as 
his political power base Later. At 
university, he also met Daniel 
Mannix, then the Catholic 
Archbishop of Melbourne, 
a powerful figure who- encour- 
aged Santamaria to work 
against the rising influence of 
Communism in the unions. 
Santamaria later became 
Mamin’s biographer. 

The Labor Party at that time 
drew much of its support from 
Australia’s Irish Catholic work- 
ing class. By theearly 1940s, the 
anti-Communist crusade be- 
came focused on a body called 
tbe Catholic Social Movement, 
known simply as “The Move- 
ment”, an organisation whose 
members formed industrial 
groups to oppose Communist 
candidates at union elections. 
The seeds of the big Labor split 
of the 1950s were sown in the 
Movement's clandestine cam- 
paign. At its amplest, that split 
was one between the mainly 
Catholic right wing of the La- 
bor Party and tbe non-Catholic 
left, particularly in the state of 
Victoria where the Movement 
had its roots. 

Tbe split burst into the open 
in 1954, when Herbert Evati, 
then tbe Labor Party leader, 
publicly denounced Santamaria 
and his supporters for disloyal- 
ty to Labor. At the party's 1955 
conference, Santamaria’s sup- 
porters walked out and farmed 
a breakaway party of their own, 
the Democratic Labor Party 
(DLP). Santamaria himself nev- 


er joined the DLP, but he ex- 
erted strong influence over it as 
a campaigner, organiser and 
writer. His main platform was 
as preadent of the. National 
Chic Council, the lay body .that 
succeeded the Movement in 
1957 and of which Santamaria 
remained president until he 
died. 

. Under Australia’s preferen- 
tial voting system, the DLP 
gave its seamd-preference votes 
at successive general elections 
to tbe conservative Liberal-Na- 
tional coalition. The effect of 
this was cataclysmic for Labor. 
Thanks largely to DLP prefer- 
ence votes, the coalition - first 
elected in 1949 - stayed in pow- 
er for 23 unbroken years. Labor 
did not return to power until 
1972 under Gough Whillam 
after shedding its old socialist 
tags and reforming itself as a 
party of the middle ground, a 
process taken even further in 
the 1980s and 1990s under the 
leaderships of Bob Hawke and 
Paul Keating. The DLP no 
longer exists. 

Daring Labor's wilderness 
years, Santamaria’s influence on 
the ruling coalition was at. its 
strongest in foreign policy. He 
was a leading proponent of 
one of the Cold War's most stri- 
dent and excitable war-cries, the 
“threat from the north”. This 
was tbe theory that Australia's 
security was at immin ent risk 
from the “downward thrust of 
Asian Communism’', emanating 
from China. It helped to drive 
Australia into the Vietnam war, 
to which the country committed 
50,000 troops, of whom 500 died 
in combat 

In his crusade against the to- 
talitarianism of Communism, 
Bob Santamaria was proved 



Santamaria: polemicist 

eventually to be a man before 
his time. On many of his other 
causes, though, he appeared in 
bis later years as a man in- 
creasingly out of his time. Yet 
he kept the respect even of 
some of his lifelong enemies in 
. the Labor Party for his unwa- 
vering dedication to his cause 
and his contribution to intel- 
lectual life as a powerful pub- 
lic speaker and the author of 10 
books. 

Robert MillHcen 

Bartholomew Augustine Santa- 
maria, political activist and com- 
mentator: bom Melbourne, Victoria 
14 August 19/5; President, Nation- 
al Cfvic Council 1957- 1998; married 
1939 Helen Powerfdied 1980 ; 
three sons, five daughters), 1983 
DorcOhyJensen ; died Melbourne 25 
February 1998. 


BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

MITCHELL: \Likulm. IftJfr-lftlS. Mu 
sjeun. co-Ioumler MMA/HPJCM. 
Laving and adored husband, father 
and grandfather. On ^ March, peace- 
hifly. alter brandy and beautifully cop- 
ing' with his kinc illness. In tribute, 
donations io St Wilfred's Hospice, c/o 
Revncrtds. Funeral Directors. 31 High 
Street. Boertor Regis. West Susses 
po:i IRR. 

IN MEMORIAL 

C BARR: Frederick died on Thucsdav I' 
March 10*12. Much loved. 

Announcements far Gazam BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES A DEATHS (Birth** 

Adoptions Marriages. Deaths, Memo- 
rial SM-vtees, WedtHngannhrenaries, In 
Memorbm) should be sene In writing 
to Che CaaecCe Editor, The Indepcn* 
dent. 1 Canada Sq u are. Canary Wharf. 
London EI4 SDL, telephoned to 0171- 
293 2012 (24-hour answering machine 
W71 -Ml mil) or faxed to 01TI-W1 20M, 
and art charged ac CAJSO a line (VAT 
extra), OTHER Gazette announce- 
ments (noth**, functions. Forthcom- 
ing marriages. Marriages) must be 
sobmirted in writing tor Cured) and are 
charged at CIO a line, VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone number. 

The OBITUARIES e-maH address h 
aBueisigWtpt^MUM* 


Birthdays 

Sir Anlony Ad.nid, Prows! of Elon 
Cbflegc. lonncr diplomaL 0 & Dr Gio- 
vanni Agnelli, chairman, U tiro to Fi- 
nanziario Industrial. 77; Mr 
Rudolph Agnew . chairman. Lasmo. 
64: Mr Edward Altec, playwright, 70: 
Mr Ronald Alley, artist and former 
Keeper of Modem Art, Tale Gallery. 
7S Nlrs Virginia Bottumley MP. 50: 
Mr Ncrt’crt Broimn. solo violinist. 75: 
Sir Geoffrey de Bdlaiguc. former Di- 
rector of the Royal Collection. 67: Mr 
Willie Duggan, rugby footballer. 4S; 
Mr John Gross, writer and editor. 63: 
Mr MerGwyim-Jnnes. Garter Prin- 
cipal King of Arms. 58; Lord Hogg 
of Cumbernauld, former MP. 60: Mr 
Philip Jones, former Principal. Trin- 
ity College of Music. London. 70: Mr 
Anthony Loehnis. former vice- 
chairman. S.G. Warburg & Co, 62: 
Mr Dm id Mellor QC runner MP. 4ft 
Miss Liza Minnelli, actress and 
singer. 52: Mr David Mlinaric. inle- 
rior decor.uor. 59: Mr Roland Movie, 
barrister and former government 
minister. 70: Mr Patrick Procktor. 
painlcr. 62; Mr Ralph Shapcy. com- 
poser and conductor. 77; Viscount 
Uvnchard, director. Robert Fleming 
& Co. 47; MissGudrun Ure. actress, 
71 Miss Elizabeth Vaughan, operatic 
soprano. t>l; Lord Wallace or Saliuin.', 
professor of International Studio, 
57: Mr Paul Way, golfer, 35; Mr 
David Oliver Williams, former Gen- 
eral Secretary. COHSE. 72: Mr 
David WilmoL Chief Constable, 
Greater Manchester Police. 55*. Miss 
(n topic Withers, actress. KI. 


royal engagements 

The Duke of Edinburgh, Preudent and 
Honurarv life fcUu* «-I HkM W 
O, for lhe Eucuurageruentof Ariv. Mm* 
afacfurks and Onumercc-rtain. the IWH 

.'prince Philip Leisure and a dtiv 

* ^-rjiKjohnfVdainSuc^LLondjm UL.. 

tlw prince of Wales vi>i I Gouvilk and 
faliis College, Cambridge. 

Changing of th« Guard 
Hie HnnseboW Canal* Mounted Hcg>- 
< . the OucenS Ldc Guard a. 

{torse Guards, I lam: F Cumwm tevls 
Suanfa MM the On^Guatd -U 
Sngtam Rat**. lUtbm.hnndpm- 
vijed by the Welsh Guards. 


..... Anniversaries 


Births: John Aubrey, antiquary. 
1626: George Berkeley. Bishop of 
Clovnc. philosopher. IfiSfl: Thomas 
Augustine Arne, composer (“Rule. 
Britannia"), 1710; John Frederic 
Danicll, chemist 1790: Sir Joseph 
Prestwich, geologist, 1812; Gustily 
Robeil Kiruhhoff. physicist 1824; Sir 
August Friedrich Matins, conductor. 
1825; Benjamin Williams Leader, 
painter, 1851; Capi Charles Cun- 
ningham Boycott, land ageni (from 
whnw name the word “boycott" is 
taken). J831 Ftflix-Alexandre GuB- 
mam. organist and composer, 1857: 


Sir William Henry Perkin, chemist 
IS3& Adolph Simon Ochs, newspa- 
per proprietor. IS5& Gabriele D'An- 
nunzio. poet and politician. 1863; 
William Halse Rivers Rivers, an- 
thropologist 1864; Kcmal Ataiurk 
(Mustapha Kcmal). soldier and 
statesman, 18SL: Philip Guedalla, his- 
torian, USSft. Vaslav Fbnucta Nijinsky, 
dancer. 1890: Kylie (Kathleen) Ten- 
nant. novelist 1912: Gordon Mac- 
Rae, actor and singer, 1921; Jack 
(Jean-Louis) Kerouac, novelist 1921 
Deaths: Innocent L pope. 417; Sr 
Gregory L pope. 604; Ranulf Higdon, 
author of the Ptrfychrooicon history. 
1364: Ccsare Borgia, cardinal, soldier 
and politician, killed 1507; John 
Bull, organist and composer, 1628; 
Frans von Miens the Elder, painter, 
1681; Alessandro Magnasoo, painter, 
1749: James Tibbitis Wilimorc, line 
engraver. 1863; Gaetano Milan esi. 
scholar and painter, 1895: George 
Wcstinghousc, inventor. 1914: Hi- 
laire. Comte dc ChardonncL inven- 
tor of rayon, 1924; Sun Yal-sen, 
Chinese leader. 1925: Edward Wyl- 
lis Seripps. journalist, al sea 1926; 
William T. D&flnaL artist, 192ft. War 
Krcugcr, indusiralisi and swindler, 
1932; CharleS-Marie Jean- Albert 
Widor, organist and composer. 1937; 
Sir William Bragg, scientist, 1942 
Anne Frank, diarist, at Bergcn- 
Bebcn 1945; Tokhard Evans, popu- 
lar composer and conductor. 1978; 
Arnold Ridley, playwright and actor, 
1984; Sir H.ttoM Hobson, drama crit- 
ic. 1992. On ehk day. the Battle of 
Stamford was fought at Horn, near 
Exton. between Edward IV and the 
Lancastrians, 1470; tbe Bermudas be- 
came an English colony, Ib09: the 
United States Post Office was es- 
tablished, 1 78ft the Theatre Royal. 
Drury Lane. London (third theatre), 
opened. 1794; the Sikhs surrendered 
to the British at Rawalpindi. 184ft, 
Verdis Simon 6m-oanegra was Erst 
performed, Venice 1857; Britain an- 
nexed Basutoland, 1868; the Albery 
Theatre, London, opened as the 
New Theatre, 1903; the fust main line 
electric train in lhe UK ran from Liv- 
erpool to SouihporL 1904: the Girl 
Guides (liitcr Scouts) movement 
was started in the United States by 
Juliette Gordon Low. 1912; the 


foundation stone of tbe Australian 
capital Canberra was laid, 1913; in 
Britain a 30mph speed limit was im- 
posed for cars in buUr-up areas, 
1935; the coronation took place of 
Cardinal Eugenio Pa re Hi, as Pope 
Pius XIL 1939; Finland signed a 
peace treaty which made territorial 
concessions to the Soviet Union, 
1940; Mauritius became independent, 
1968. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Alphege of Winchester. St Bernard 
of Capua, Si Maximilian ofTbcvestt, 
St Paul Aurelian or of Leon, Saints 
Peter. Gorgaaius and Dorotheus, St 
SeraphiRa or Fma and St Theophanes 
tbe Chronicler. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Mari Griffith, 
“Mothers (2): Zurbaran , Sniru Mar- 
garet of Antioch". 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Caroline Rimell. “ Chino iserk and 
British Ceram ks", 230pra. 

National Portrait Gallery. Jacob & 
mon. "The An of the Picture Frame 
(2): rbc ISlh century'’. 1.10pm. 
Gresham College (Barnard’s Inn 
Hall. London EC1): Professor 
Richard HoUroray, “Negotiating the 
Ethical Minefield: the politics or 
abortion”, 530pm. 

Appointments 
Mr Robert Ian Martin, to be Re- 
gional Chairman of Social Security 
Appeal Tribunals, Medical Appeal 
Tribunals. Disability Appeal Di- 
bunals md Child Support Appeal Tri- 
bunals for the Midland and East 
Anglia Region. 

His Honour Judge Dyer, Mr 
Nicholas Davidson QC, Miss 
Rosamund Horwood-SmartQC, 
Mr Stuart Brown QC Mr Mark 
EveraUQCandMrDasMPitraway; 
to be Masters of the Bench of the In- 
ner Ifemple. 

Lord Hardle QC to be an Honorary 
Bencher of Lincoln’s Inn. 

Mr T.M. Ashe QC, to be Master of 
the Bench of the Middle Temple. 
Brigadier John Meardon RM, to be 

Receiver General of Canterbury 
Cathedral. 


LAW REPORT: n march 1998 


Court had jurisdiction to add charges 


Regina v Stephenson; Court of 
Appeal (Criminal Division) 
(Lord Justice Buxton, Mr Justice 
Rougfer and die Common 
Serjeant) 5 March 1998 

WHERE offences charged 
against a young person which 
were not suitable for summa- 
ly trial were transferred to the 
Crowd Court for trial on in- 
dictment the court had juris- 
diction to add io the uxhetment 
summary offences which were 
closely linked to them, and 
which had previously been with- 
drawn in the magistrates’ court. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the appeal of Paul John 
Stephenson against his con- 
viction of one count of inde- 
cent assault and two counts 
of assault occasioning actual 
bodily harm. 

The appellant, who was 
aged 17, had appeared before 
tbe youth court, charged with 
two cases of assault occasion- 
ing actual bodily harm and 
three cases of indecent assault 
All the alleged offences con- 
cerned the same complainant. 

Win Hamer fR^gts&w of Criminal 
Appeals} far the appellant; Sean 
Lukin (Crown Proj^rurinn Service) 
for the Crown. 

Lord Justice Buxton said 
that the youth court had de- 


termined that the indecent as- 
sault counts were not suitable 
for summary trial They were 
offences to which section 53 of 
the Children and Young Per- 
sons Act 1933 applied, and 
could therefore be committed 
few trial to the Crown Court un- 
der section 23 of the Magis- 
trates Courts Act 1980. On the 
same date, the appellant had 
pleaded guilty to the two 
charges of assault occasioning 
actual bodily harm, but the 
youth court bad determined 
that those pleas should be 
treated not as final pleas but 
simply as an indication of his 
intention as to plea. 

The principal crown pros- 
ecutor responsible for the pro- 
ceedings agnmst the appellant 
in the youth court had taken 
the view that the actual bodi- 
ly harm charges were closely 
linked to the indecent assault 
charges and that they should 
all be tried together in the 
Crown Court. She had there- 
fore applied for the indecent 
assault charges to be trans- 
ferred to the Crown Court 
and, having obtained confir- 
mation that no pleas in respect 
of the actually bodily harm 
charges had been recorded on 
the previous occasion, had ap- 
plied to withdraw those 
charges in die magistrates' 


court, with the intention that 
they should be added to the in- 
dictment in the Crown Court. 

Tbe appeal had arisen be- 
cause it was contended that it 
was not open to the Crown 
Court to add those counts to 
the indictment because the 
offences should have been 
dealt with at the magistrates’ 
court in accordance with 
section 24 of the 1980 Act. 

Where a person under 18 
appeared before a youth court 
on an information charging 
him with an indictable offence 
not covered by section 53(2) of 
the Children and Young Per- 
sons Act 1933 he should be 
tried summarily. Section 24 of 
the 1980 Act however, pro- 
vided that that step should be 
taken only when a juvenile ap- 
peared before the youth court 
on an information . In. the pre- 
sent case, once the prosecution 
had taken the step of with- 
drawing the actual bodily 
harm charges, the appellant 
had not been before the mag- 
istrates’ court on such an 
information, the only infor- 
mation then before the court 
being that charging the 
indecent assaults. 

Counsel for the' appellant 
said that did not matter. Tbe 
appellant had originally been 
before the court on such an in- 


formation and should therefore 
have been proceeded against 
summarily. Once that step had 
not been taken, section 24(1) 
of the 19S0 Act bad tbe effect 
of depriving the Crown Court 
of jurisdiction over those 
charges, however much joinder 
of the actual bodily harm 
counts was otherwise within the 
Crown Court’s powers. 

Section 24 was, however, di- 
rected only at the procedure of 
the magistrates’ court It could 

not operate so as to deprive the 
Crown Court of jurisdiction to 
consider the joinder of a count 
such as the actual bodily harm 
counts in the present case. 
The Crown Court had juris- 
diction to decide in an appro- 
priate case that joinder of 
such a count would be an 
abuse of the process of the 
Crown Court. Nothing of the 
sort had been suggested in the 
present case. The prosecution 
had taken the steps it had so 
that one court could properly 
consider all of the related 
matters. The appellant had 
always admitted his guilt of 
foe actual bodily harm counts, 
and there had been no sub- 
stantial reason put before the 
Crown Court why that court 
should not deal with that 
matter. 

Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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A COUNTRY, economists tell us, should play to its strengths. And it stQl 
seems, after all these years, th?t one of our national advantages lies be- 
low stairs. Britain buttles better. A new school is opening to train butlers 
for the world. There clearly is a niche' in the services market. With the growth 
of affluence —generated by people' who have less and less for domestic 

work themselves - the demand for at-home services grows and grows. Tech- 
nology helps but machines d£> not open doors or serve guests. 

Yet the problem with hut 1 ere, at least in this country, is the old social 
class associations - witness our insatiable enthusiasm for Edwardian cos- 
tume dramas in which the lower orders stOl knew thei ■ place. Can a but- 
ler buttle in, as it were, a purely functional fashion, v/ithout reinforcing 
the superiority of his employers and the inferiority of the other servants. 
Did wc say “his"? Surely the new British buttling school should also be 
aiming to recruit women. Female butlers would break the mould, making 
it more of a general service job than evidence of social status. Women would 
do a hu tier's work as well, just as they would make good sommeliers and 
already make great chefs. In the new service order some shaking up of the 
genders is long overdue. Thiditionally the lower downstairs you get the more 
female the staffing. In future let’s hear it for Mrs Hudson and Mr Bridges. 
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Prescott is bigger 
than this farce 


THE PRESCOTT teeters between broad farce and high drama. This 

chapter of allegations and investigations is more re min i s cent of the dark 
days of the French Fourth Republic than late Nineties, post-Nolan Britain. 
Give or lake a Spycatcher we simply are not used to this kind of thing. Con- 
fusion abounds, as the bemused Humberside Constabulary interview and 
inquire. It is important to get two t hings dear. 

The first is that John Prescott in his capacities as Deputy Prime Min- 
ister and Secretary of State for Environment Transport and the Regions 
has other, mudi more important fish to fry. Not every newspaper allega- 
tion is worth reading, especially if it is printed in a Sunday with an ass to 
grind. Meanwhile anyone -who travels on the London Underground, to- 
gether with motorists, lorry drivers and rail users has more pressing con- 
cerns. New Labour has some critical decisions to take on the transport 
infrastructure. The Treasury is signalling hard that Gordon “hair shirt” Brown 
wants to keep a tight lid on spending. Even if the so-called Golden Rule 
is applied under which government borrowing should total no more than 
the government invests, getting capital out of the ’tteasury is going to be 
a hard task. Mr Prescott, who is shaping up as one of the Cabinet’s most 
serious players, is the man to put the arguments with force and clarity. Any 
distraction is unwelcome. The same point applies in force to all those con- 
cerned either to get into social housing - accommodation for lower income 
people provided by councils' or housing associations - or ensure that the 
existing stock of public housing is maintained. There is a strong case for 
investment, at least from the financial year commencing 1999; without it 
housing will fell into disrepair and require costlier attention later. Mr Prescott 
needs to be fighting fit to make the case. 

The second point relates to fpngston uponHulL It was never, it’s true, 
as depressed as some other coastal cities, despite the decline of deep-sea 
fishing. But the indices of social deprivation, educational under-at tainme nt 
and urban decline register strongly for the city. In recent years a concert- 
ed effort at rcinvention has been made; tbe city bas started to look bet- 
ter; useful local partnerships between public and private sector have been 
forged A one-class town (the middle classes traditionally decamped to tbe 
countryside around} is even beginning to attract a more socially diverse 
population. For Hull's efforts to 5e side-tracked by the miasma of allega- 
tion and investigation would be more than regrettable - it would delay re- 
generation and potentially blight further generations of Hull young people. 

A certain degree of worldliness is required Large-scale housing renewal 
has been taking place in HulL If during the course of the process of prop- 
erty acquisition and development not every pency was fully accounted for, 
receipted and annotated, if not every deal was entirely above board - would 
that really be worth this kind ofattention? What other stories e manating 
from a provincial city get this kind of noise ... again, listen closely and the 
soun^of grinding axes isaudible. Meanwhile, in another neck of the woods... 
Yesterday we reported, on the basis of a National Audit Office report, on 
the “loss” to the public purse of some £300m In the course of water pri- 
vatisation and consequent pension arrangements- Nobody, however, is be- 
ing held responsible. No one is faring court charges. No one is being 
investigated by police, or auditors. Meanwhile in Hull petty sums are in 
play; huge investigative effort is chasing allegations. of mayoral over-in- 
dulgence. A sense of proportion is needed. ’’ ‘ * 

Someone somewhere appears to be desperately anxious to implicate 
Mr Prescott and, presumably, discredit him.- The early signs are that the 
effort - if that is what it is - is endearingly English, bumbling and ama- 
teur. The very suspicion that the Deputy Prime Minister might be the tar- 
get of politicking ne’er-do-wells immediately jengendeistygipatliyfor him. 
He has important work to do on the nation’s behalf. The sooner he is able 
to get on with it, free of distraction, tbe better. 


Buttling for Britain 



Man of the hills: a North Wales sheep farmer and his dog on the mountains at sunset 


Freeing of McAliskey 

YOUR headline “derision to free 
McAliskey made on political 
grounds” (11 March) was not even 
supported by the story beneath it, still 
less tty the truth. 

I did not discuss the case with aity 
other minister outside the Home Of- 
fice, nor did I receive representatiaiis 
from any other minister about what 
you alleged are wider political im- 
plications. I took my derision hav- 
ing considered the representations 
put. forward tty Raisin McAUskey’s 
solid tore, having regard to there^ 
qmrements of t^Brtra4»tion‘Act r 
1989. The material before me -in- 
cluded two detailed medical re- 
ports, one from the doctors wbo have 
been treating Roisin McAliskey 
since the middle of 1997 and one by 
a leading forensic psychiatrist re- 
tained by the Home Office. 

By law, I am required not to re- 
turn a fugitive if I believe that it 
would be unjust or oppressive to do 
so. That was the basis for the deri- 
sion in this case as it was in anoth- 
er case which I also dealt with last 
weekend (wholly unrelated to any 
terrorist allegations) where again, on- 
overwhelming medical evidence, I 
decided not to order return. I took 
both derisions carefully, and as is re- 
quired of me by the 1989 Act- 

You we re also wrong to imply that 
1 had “waited” before making a de- 
cision in this case. I received the pa- 
pers last Friday, read them over the 
weekend and made and announced 
my decision on Monday. 
JACKSTRAW 
Home Secretory 
Home Office 

Internet curbs 

TTIS an eni gma that the glut of in- 
formation an the Internet spawns 
growing pararaia about being starved 
of this commodity. Jason Burton (let- 
ter, 7 March) assumes that rating of 
co □ tent is about reducing the need 
for government to regulate the In- 
ternet, when there is no evidence of 
it seeking to control legal material. 

Mr Burton is right to be con- 
cerned about any apparent means of 
restricting the free flow of informa- 
tion. However, in over a year of de- 
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bate cm this issue with governments, 
service providers and regulation 
bodies around the world, 1 have not 
roine across aity significant views that 
are not in the sole interests of pro- 
tecting children and do not value the 
frce^>eechctfcc9^tingadulis.'nie i 
beautyoi the, sya^in^e pre wjotjkh 
ing on is that R harnesses the tectH 
oology to achieve both. .The rating 
of the content is done by its pro- 
ducers, not third parties. The ac- 
ceptance criteria are set by the user. 
... In fact the system as it already op- 
erates (RSACi ratings filtered 
through Internet Explorer 3) al- 
lows aduhusera to see everything, bin 
to set limits for their offspring via 
password-controlled access. Per- 
sonally I agree with Mr Buxton that 
we should not be over-protective of 
our children, but that is my choice. 
Others are free to choose otherwise. 
DAVID KERR 
Chief Execu t ive 
Internet Watch Foundation 
OaJdngton, Cambridgeshire . 

Save European TV 

SUZANNE MOORE (“Spare the 
THetubbies", 11 March) is right to 
argue that parents should watch 
more TV with their kids. But she 
misses a key point that our children 
have a right to a whole range of tales 
from their own society, Europe and 
the rest of the world. What they are " 
actually able to receive las narrowed, 
as cable and satellite kids’ channels 
just recycle imported US animation. 

Tins also creates unfair competi- 
tion with terrestrial channels, who do 
invest in home-made programmes. 
These terrestrial channels are com- 
ing under increased pressure to cm 
budgets for kids’ programmes, in or- 
def to compete. Our ldds are told that 
Europe ami the world is their oyster. 
TV often delivers a different message: 
the visual diet of a hamburger. 

.Much can be done - global ex- 


tinction; a European Kids Oiannel 
where we share the best of our pro- 
grammes. Most importantly, we must 
retain the BBC Pui^ service broad- 
casting is the best guarantor still that 
our kids will broaden their minds, taste 
l ?pd, literac^vrfrile watching the box... 

1 1.4 •: ^ : 

OondonEafyDab).: ...... i, ... 

Ilford, Essex' 

Underground revolt 

I AID and abet criminals, and shall 
continue to do so. Although the 
Court of Appeal has reinforced 
London Underground’s vendetta 
against ticket touts (“Ticket touts lose 
appeal”, 7 March), I shall continue 
to give away my travelcards for as 
long as the world’s most expensive 
public transport system foils to de- 
liver an adequate service. 

I deeply resent paying the com- 
pany’s usurious levy for the privilege 
of squeezing myself onto its squalid, 
filthy, overcrowded trains; for pa-, 
tientfy tolerating the “18 minutes to 
next train” indicator, with no an- 
nouncement to explain or justify it, 
for queuing for 20 minutes in the 
morning at the one ticket window that 
is ever open at my local station 
when I forget to arrange to have the 
right change for the automatic ma- 
chines in my pocket; for philosoph- 
ically accepting that when the last 
trains fail to connect and I am 
dumped at a station for from home 
ntytravdeard is not valid on the night 
bus; for tolerating the rudeness of the 
very few staff ever seen on a station. 

Until LUL polls its socks up the 
touts have ray unreserved backing. 
DAVID TREVORJONES 
London SW17 

1 WOULD like to ex pr ess my grat- 
itude to the driver of the SOveriink 
Northampton to Euston train thar I 
travelled on this morning The train 
broke down, and was to sit.on the 
tracks for well over ah hour before 


being shunted to the next station. 
However, the driver exercised great 
skin by ensuring that the train had 
come to rest in a tunnel 

I wonder if I will ever again en- 
joy the bliss of sitting on a train for 
such.ahmgth of time arid nqt. being 
atbjected ^ peopte shqutrog into 
' their mobile phones!’ " •' 

ANDREW J CHISHOLM 
Northampton 

House sales 

WITH respect to the proposed re- 
form of estate agents’ practices 
(leading article, 5 March), legislators 
may wish to consider the procedure 
here in Norway. 

Viewing is publicised for one or 
two specific time periods, then bid- 
ding begins. Bids tend to be time-lim- 
ited both on the buyer’s side and tbe 
seller's (you have so many hours to 
enter a higher bid and the seller has 
a certain time period to decide 
whether to accept the bid). All bids 
are binding. It is also a legal re- 
quirement to disclose fully the state 
of the property, with the agent and 
seller liable for non-disclosure. 

If your bid bas been accepted there 
can be no gazumping. Typical time 
frames for a sale drop from months 
m the English system, to weeks, with 
sales and contracts being confirmed 
and sealed within days. 

DAVID MARTIN 
Oslo, Norway 

Defying Murdoch 

IN THE matter of Murdoch, 
HarpeiCollins, The Times etc Why 
not try saying “No”? Many years ago 
I was instructed by the proprietors 
.of Penguin to cancel 100 contracts 
with Penguin authors. I refused. I 
reckon that people in top positions 
justify their high salaries by taking 
difficu lt and risky positions. 

PETER CALVOCORESSI . 

Bath 
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Doom for jazz 
JAZZ WAS hot KO’d by rock, as 
asserted by George Russell (“Ly- 
dian modes and all that jazz”. 7 
March). It was KO’d by James 
Caesar Petrillo, president of the 
American Federation of Musi- 
cians from 1940 until 1958, The 
two-year-long recording ban he 
called in 1942 spelled doom for the 
instrumental star bands, such as 
those , of Count Basie, Benny 
Goodman, Jimmy Lunceford, 
Harry Japes and Artie Shaw, and 
flayed the way for the current dic- 
. fotorsMp of the vocalist - they, not 
being union members, had con- 
tinued to record. 

The coup de grSce was adminis- 
tered by those intellectuals who saw 
that jazz was becoming unpopular 
and might therefore be Art This led 
to 15-minute bass solos, sheets of 
sound, free jazz and other phenom- 
ena that only a musician's mother 
could love. 

Wynton Marsalis may be mis- 
guided in trying to breathe life into 
the old corpse, but at least his heart 
is in the right place. As for the Ly- 
dian mode, I care not a jot - nor the 
Dorian, Hypophiygjaa or Paregoric. 
They don't mean a thing if they ain’t 
got that swing. 

CUVE EXTON 
London N1 

Town and country 

PETER DOREY (letter, 5 March) 
wonders why there was not a Coun- 
tryside March under the Tory party. 
If they had introduced a “Foster BID'’ 
against hunting there might well have 
been. 

I am sick to death of hearing the- 
mantra “70 percent of people sup- 
port the ban”. That means that 30 
per cent do not. This a very large mi- 
nority to'have their views ridden over 
roughshod by Parliament on a mat- 
ter which should be for individual 
conscience. 

Tbe Foster Bill has driven an ugly 
and unnecessary wedge between 
lOTvn and counoy to neilfaer’s ben- 
efit. 

LESLEY ELLIS 
Alton, 

Hampshire 


Black beasts take a rain check in the ball park of today 



MILES 

KINGTON 


... AND ITS veiynice to welcome badt to- 
day our linguistic expert. Dr Wordsmrth, to 
la^eaU your knotty verbal problems. So 
here he is, tbe Dr Johnson de nos jours 

Dear Dr Wordsmilh, Why, oh why do people 
insist on usmgjbreiffi expnssumsBke*denos 
jours’? Why not just Aty “the Dr Johnson of 
today"? 

DrWjrdsnuth writes: There are several rea- 
sons why people use foreign expressions. 

. These indude arrogance, snobbery, exhi- 
bitionism, pedantry, playfulness, superior- 
ity and a desire to show that one has bad 
the money to spend time abroad Nothing 
wrong with any of these. It’s what keeps a 
pedant like me going. But I also think that 
there may be an age-old desire to spice our 
conversation with exotic flavours. As for as 
meaning goes, nothing is added by saying 
“commc 3 faut”,“de rigueur”or“de trap”, 
but it certainly adds a little welcome flavour 


to our conversation, like slipping in a bit of 
garlic And remember one very odd thing: 
weactuaiJygetmostofourforeignexpres- 
aonsfroman En^Wi^xjakiiigcourtttyl Yes, 
most foreign phrases come here from the 
USA, but as the Americans speak another 
variant of English. It never occurs to us tiiat 
“taking a rain check” is just as foreign as 
“Zeitgeist” or “en suite”. We talk about ball 
parks. We have m3 idea what a ball park is. 
Dear Dr Wordsmilh, What IS a ball park? 
Dc Wordsmtth writes: I have no idea. Inci- 
dentally, if you ARE going to use a foreign 
expression, can I beg you all PLEASE to 
pronounce it right? I get mightily irritated 
by all those people who pronounce “macho” 
and “machismo” as “macko” and “mack- 
ismo". They are pronounced “matcho” 
and “ ma te faismo"! Even the top people get 
things wrongs Tbe other day on Desert Zs- 
land Discs Miss Sue Lawlty pronounced the 
Spanish composer Albeniz as “AlbenitS”, 


making him sound Eke a Pole or Czech. It 
should of course have been more Kke “Al- 
bAYnitlT.Pah ! 

Dear Dr Wbrdsmith, I sometimes get them - 
presaon that Sue Lavdeyisyourbktdcbeast 
Is this so? ‘ 

Dr Wbrdsmffii writes MEyWHAT? 

Dear Dr Wbrdsmtih, I mearOyour °b£te noire” 
but! \iOS putting a into Er^ish for you. 
DrWjrdasHth writes: Oh. No, I have no par- 
ticular animus against Sue Lawley (or 
should I say “animum", being accusative?) 
No, ray current “bfite noire” is the word 
“strand”, a toon which has been adopted 
by the BBCandofiier media to suggest that 
they know what they are doing. There are 
many words like this today, indnefing such 
dreadful words as “community” and “agen- 
da” and “eoapoweimerff” and tbe even more 
dreadful “tranche" but “strand” is one par-' 
ticulariy adopted by the BBC “Our edu- 
cationstrand”. they wfll say, or “our drama 


strand”, as if to suggest a strong network of 


ten it is the opposite. Very often they talk 

about a “live drama strand” just when live 
drama, is dwindling. But it gets worse than 
that One programme in the Radio Tones 


Or Wardsmith writes: You maysayanvthinr 

*** ^ wiU nevcr Wn «ncv me 
ffiat there is any such thing as a “bugbear 
t is a vety common mistake, sir, to suppose 


to “the strand that listens”. We now have a 
listening strand! Libby Purves on Midweek 


^^^^u^uKprogrammeDywon- thina denenH 

detmg if there was aoy strand that linked SSj™' 1 ; 


thatfe^S? m Nor toem Ireland, hut 


it isn L It is just Libby Purves not thinking 
about how to use language property. Per- 

' ham hpr mTnrl uirwi -I » _ . « 


was planning writing another article de- 
fonding Rupert Murdoch for The Tones... 
Dear Dr Wordsnuth, Calm down, calm 
dawn, old chap! h f&t t suggest that Libby 

Pioves a another of your “beter nones’* Or 
should I say bugbears? 


nin l lK *«* 

posers. tnarv °f linguistic 
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As Nato and the EU «=^o 
beware a scowling Russia 



RUPERT 

CORNWELL 


S th^ ° f * f ° enlar s ements - One, 
that of the European Union, is being feted 

J* 16 Eura P ean Conference 
n is called, a 'worthy esercise in sumraitty, but 
a somewhat poinUess one, alas, given that it 
was devised above all to humour Thrtey, the 
Union s etemafly jated suitor. But having been 

juted yet agamJast December, Ankara is stay- 

ing away. So the heads of government of 26 
present and aspiring EU members wfll as- 
semble to deliberate - insofar as it is possi- 
ble for so many to seriously deliberate in a 
couple of two-hour sessions either side of a 
state luncheon at Buckingham Palace -issues 
of common concern, like crossborder crime 
and the environment. 

But no matter. “The meeting is the mes- 
sage" is the amended official catchphiase for 
the occasion. And, amid the ornate and gDd- 
ed splendour of Lancaster House, so destructive 
of the critical faculties, who is to disagree? The 
enlargement of the EU to the east will be a 
long and monumentally complicated task 
But it is unarguably a Good Thing; an act of 
historical justice, reknitting a continent un- 
naturally divided by the Cold War. 

Simultaneously, 3,000 mites away and all 
but unnoticed by the rest of the worid, another 
enlargement - that of Nato to embrace 
Poland, the Czech Republic and Hungary - 
glides softly through the US Congress. 'Vari- 
ous subcommittees have already given their 
blessing, almost on the nod, and the fall Sen- 
ate vote to ratify could come within days. And 
this, as they say, is the big one. Ibny Blair has 
promised a separate vote in the Commons, 
perhaps before the summer recess. But as- 
suming America gives the lead, do not expect 
any of the 15 other alliance members to demur. 
How different is Nato enlargement from EU 
enlargement so simple, so quick, and yet of 
such utterly dubious merit. 

Clearly, what is done is done. Having 
promised at the Madrid summit last July to 
admit in 1999 the three Visegrad countries, 
Nato can hardly go back on its word. But if 

anything fh<» arguments q gatnsf w panarw hme 
gathered strength since; More obviously than 
ever, the cart has been put before the hbrse; ' v 
a decision has been taken to expand an al- 
liance before determining what purpose that 
alliance serves, now that the threat which 
brought about its creation no longer amts. 
Yet the country responsible for that vanished 
threat still exists. And in a different way it 
matters as much as ever. 

The Soviet Union and the Cold War may 
be no more. Russia, shorn of its internal and 
external empires, may be desperately v^ak and 
its military a shambles; in no condition to pose 
cither an economic nor amilitary threat- in 
the sense such threats are usually understood 
- to its neighbours for years, probably decades. 

In the short term, however, that very weak- 


ness brings its own dangers; white in the longer 
run nothing, noteven the eadward expansion 
of the EU, is more important for us than the 
forging of a stable, denxxxaric Russia. On both 
counts, Nato eapansion makes matters worse. 

Rule one of successful diplomacy is to un- 
derstand the mind of your opposite number, 
and do nothing to humiliate Jam.' Crucial, to 
understanding Russia is acceptance of its “de- 
fensive paranoia” Tfcfl that to the former “so- 
cialist allies” of the old ^farsaw Fact, it will 
be objec ted ; and logically it may be absurd 
that die largest country on earth, still pos- 
sessing the largest nuclear arsenal, should be 
worried by “encirclement". But how easy in- 
ternational relations would be if logic alone 
guided countries’ behaviour. 

Russians - at least the powerful national- 
ist faction, most inimical to the Western 
imbon of democracy -are all tooeasfly con- 
vinced everyone else is ganging up on ihgm- 
Ultimatety, the Poles, the Czechs and the Hun- 
garians see membership as protection against 
a Russian invasion. From its end of the tele- 
scope however, Moscowmerety sees forward 
units of the old enemy creeping still closer to 
its western border. In its present reduced state, 
Russia has been obliged to accept expansion 
with as good a grace as it can muster. Bat deeds, 
not words, are a better gauge of its feelings. 

Despite (or more accurately, because of) 
its present difficulties. Russia cannot be ig- 
nored, "fake foreign currency. Russia is always 
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short of it, and the goods best able to secure 
it are arms. Hence Moscow’s perfectly un- 
derstandable desire to keep-in with past and 
potential future customers such as Iran and 
Iraq, whatever the ' US might think- It does not 
seem to have dawned on Washington or Lon- 
don that haste on expanding Nato might have 
bought greater Russian pressure to bear on 
Saddam Hussein - certainly a more vital con- 
cern for the West than a putative security dan- 
ger for some countries in central Europe, at 
best many years down the line. Or take Koso- 
vo. where Russian resistance, with a veto in 
the UN Security Council to bade it up, deprives 
sanctions against Slobodan Milosevic of their 
sharpest teeth. • 

Then there is the small matter of nuclear 
arms controL Arms control, you will say; was 
not that arcane business rendered irrelevant 
by the collap&e Of Comrpunism ? Ear from it 
Because of Nato, life Russian Parliament is 
refusing to endorse the Start-11 treaty that 
would halve its stockpile of nuclear weapons 
- in other words halve the number of Russ- 
ian weapons that might-end up in the wrong 
hands. Because of Nato, Moscow is less likely 
to ask the US to assist m preventing nuclear 
proliferation, be it of materials, technology, 
or the scientists themselves. Such are the con- 
sequences of leaving Russia out. There are 
good reasons for the EU to keep Tbrkey in 
the cold, and the price to pay may be small. 
In the case of Nato and Russia, however, the 
reasons are threadbare, and the price could 
be terribly high. 


i 

Ashes to ashes and dust to dust - 
a waking dream in an Irish hospital 


Come with John Walsh 
to his mother's bedside, 
where strange things are 
going on. Then sample 
his views on Quentin 
Tarantino ■ 


rVE SPENT the past couple of weeks 
in an Irish hosp ital, attending to my 
stricken mother, and amid the deluge 
of flowers and holy water shakers, the 
metallic forest of drips and inhalers, the 
procession of kindly visitors beam- 

ing nuns, I have found myself Dodding 
off in the afternoons; my bead aching- 
ly flattened against the side of a dOth- 

in g ( aW nrt Wcg hny . gfvng 

to sleep against the wall of its stalL But 
. even in this somnolent posture, Tve had 
a recurring dream, the same one that 
invades my nights with a weird filmi c 
clarity. The odd thing about thic dr eam 
is that, for all its surreal quality, it isn’t 
a construct of the imagination; it 
happened. 

Come back with me two weeks, to a 
Wednesday morning when, as I sat by 
hex bedside, a male nurse appeared by 
my side, bearing a little bowl full of ash- 
es. He amid have been a sales rep from 
the offices of Mr Boffin, the dust mil- 
Ifonairem Dickens's 
but he wasn’t From the bowl he flonr- 
• ished a metal plunger, the kind you 
might once have seen stamping out 
library books. “Would she,” he enquired 
- oftheslunfoering figure in the bed, “like 
some of the ash?" I regarded bum cold- 
ly. Mymother, I pointed out, is seriously 
ill. She h as no immediate need of a 
memento mori, thank you veiy much. In 
fact it’s pretty tactless ... 

Without ado, he dunked the plunger 
into the ashes and stabbed a back cross 
on my mother’s innocent forehead. An 
Arizona cowpoke branding a heifer 
would have been more subtle. My jaw 
dropped. “Now,” said the nurse, with a 
camp little flourish, “Would you like 
some yerself?” This was a tricky one. 
Would I like to have my head anointed 
with graveyard grit bya hospital orderiy? 
Father Jack would have told him to feck 
off. “HI fry and get by without it,” I 
weedfly replied. 

Later I went for a walk down the 
hospital corridor. A couple of sweet 
young nurses, barely out of their teens, 

. appeared, their foreheads streaked 
wWi ash.'From the Male Patients’ Tbi- 
ielWelderiy amputee emerged, sim- 
ilarly engrimed. More and more of 
them appeared. The girls preparing 
lunch in the kitchen, the visiting rela- 
tives having a crafty fag by the window, 
the tiny children bringing a posy of 
snowdrops for their poorly Auntie 
Bridget -all of them bore the same ashy 
mark of Cain like a nasty prize. Even 
the divine Wand Sister, pausing tor a 
drat about my mother’s progress, had 
a perfect dusty cross on her brow like 
the crosshairs on a huge gun. They 
seemed to be milling together, to be 
heading towards me. It was like The 
Night of the Living Dead. 



The mark of Cain, or just a badge of Irishness? 


I fled, took the lift, rushed to the 
ground floor caf6 for a dose erf normality 
among the muffins and Lucozade bot- 
tles and the non-ill, non-nursing out- 
siders, the ones who, like me, couldn’t 
get out of a hospital fast enough. And 
blow me down if they, too, hadn’t all 
been nobbled by the disorderly order- 
ly. Young and old, cool Galway babes 
and rosary-toting matrons alike, demure 
local beauties and scraggy itinerants 
shooting the breeze over their poly- 
styrene cups, were all emblazoned with 


QUENTIN TARANTINO - loathe 
Him or ignore him, you can’t like him. 
Or escape him. The most celebrated 
wunderkmd of American cinema since 
Orson Welles is currently featured iu 
every magazine fa tbe kn own world, and 
the stars of his new movie Jackie Brown 
have apparently bought squatters' rights 
on the feature pages of the British press. 
Le tout Londres artisdque piled into the 
National Film Theatre recently to ask 
respectfully what His Wbnderfulness was 
up to;/2foi "98 has cleared the decks for 


Jackie Brown’ is dull, prosaic, murky, gauche, 
meandering, wilfully undramatic, far too long 
and apparently shot on yellowing film stock 


the remembrance of death — because it 
was, of course. Ash Wednesday, and 
that’s what you do in Ireland at the be- 
ginning of Lent, as surety as you. wear 
a spring of shainrock on March 171 
I stood in the tea queue feeling (para- 
doxically in the circumstances) like a 
marked man. In the plague years of the 
Middle Ages, 1 mused, weren't th «7 keen 
on black crosses too? Only in those days, 
they were daubed on the doors of 
doomed houses, warning you not to go 
near them. I seemed to have stumbled 
into a plague scene in 1998, in which 
none of the victims is the least bit both- 
ered about their condition. And in this 
recurring dream of mine, all the victims 
are turning quizzical espresaons towards 
my pale, un-ashed forehead, and .the 
look on their faces says: You? Why dtyou 
think you "re different? 


a solo interview; and he appears, parod- 
icaHy holding a gun to his scrunch ed-up 
features, on the cover of Sight and 
Sound, the last redoubt of sense and 
taste for the intelligent cm caste. He is. 
basically, God So wiry do I get ths burn- 
ing derire to rush off to Los Angeles and 
give him a good locking? 

1) Because Jocfcfe Brown is dulL pro- 
saic, murky, gauche, meandering, wilfully 
undramatic, far too long, and apparently 
shot on yellowing film stock from the Sev- 
enties, and I paid $6 l 50 to see it 

2) Because everyone is excited about 
Thrantino’s “rediscovery” of the actress 
Pam Grier, variously described as “the 
blaxplortation diva” and “the Seventies 
goddess”. Until about a month ago, no- 
body had actually heard of Ms Grier or 
seen any of her films. 

3) Because Samuel L Jackson, in- 


Ph atograpb: Andrew Buurman 

terviewed in the Observer, remarks of his 
character, the homicidal black gangster- 
pimp Ordell Robbie: “Quentin said all 
along he was writing Ordell for me, but 
he said that he lived with Ordell for so 
long that he wrestled with the idea of 
doing it himself.” But Tarantino didn’t 
write Ordell at all: Ordell was the cre- 
ation, lock, stock and barrel, of Elmore 
Leonard in Rum Punch, published five 
years ago. 

4) Because of Tarantino's curious de- 
sire to mutate into a blade man. “I went 
to an all-black school,” he tells Total Film 
magazine. “It's the culture I identity 
with.” But he identifies with it mainty. 
it seems, as a way of sharing the culture 
of racial insult. 

Critics are worried about the num- 
ber of times his blade characters use the 
word “nigga” in Jackie Brown , but he's 
always been over-keen on tranwacial 
demotic. In Pulp Fiction, he plays a 
(white) friend of the black hitman Files 
and gets away with saying things like, 
*10165, when you drove in here did you 
notice a sign out front that said ’Dead 
Nigger Storage*?” In Trite Romance, 
which he wrote but didn’t direct you find 
a white drug dealer, played by Gary Old- 
man, who speaks in Rasta-man slang - 
someone with whom Tarantino can id- 
iotically identity. 

5) Because his dialogue isn’t as won- 
derful as he thinks. Here's a sample: 
“Look, I hate to be the kinda nigga does 
a nigga a favour then BAM! hits a nig- 
ga up for a favour in return. But I’m 
afraid I gotta be that kinda nigga ...” 
Mr Thrantino tells his a dmiring public, 
“I tirink that in my dialogue there's a mu- 
sic or poetry, and the repetition of cer- 
tain words helps give it a beat" In your 
dreams, Quentin. 


iDon’t let the facts get in the way of a good prejudice 



PAUL 

VALLELY 

Opinionitis is 
breaking out all 
over. But Keats 
offers a remedy 


SO DID John Prescott do it? 
Do what? Well, if you have to 
ask that you’re on the wrong 
page. This is Comment, not 
News. And facts are, after all, 
nothing more than a prepara- 
tion for opinion. So did John 
Prescott do it? 

Me, I’m, predisposed to 
t hink he didn't. After all, be 
seems a decent kind of bloke. 
So if you can offer me any facts 
which speak to that predispo- 
sition. rm open to them. Oth- 
erwise not. 

What we need, said Dickens’s 
utilitarian petit-capitalist, Mr 
Gradgrind, Is facts, facts, facts. 
That was bis opinion, at any 
rate. I’m not so sure he was 
right. Has the Deputy Prime 
Minister been mired in the 
corruption beim* investi gat ed by 


the police in the local council at 
Hull? Or is it just a vendetta 
against him launched by disaf- 
fected members of Old Labour? 

The thing is, that’s not the 
really interesting issue. After all, 
corruption and vendetta are mi- 
nority pastimes. But coming to 
an opinion is something we all 
do on a daily, if not an hourly, 
basis - and then we happily 
repeat what suits us without 
bothering to check the basis of 
the assumption. Nothing new in 
that, you might say. Most news- 
papers are built on reinforcing 
a worldview and conveniently 
rejecting those bits of reality 
which do not neatly fit. 

Sometimes, of course, blind 
faith is a good thing. What par- 
ent could reject the dying wish 
of a son about to be hanged. 


“Clear my name,” said James 
Hanratty on the eve of his exe- 
cution. Whatever the dpubts 
DNA evidence has thrown up 
this week it would be an odd fa- 
ther who did not persist in the 
36-year campaign to protest his 
son’s innocence. But the rest of 
us can now safely slide Hanratty 
into our portfolios of political 
prejudices where we please. 

Opimonitis requires that we 
take a stance on a fair number 
of things in today’s news alone. 
Intensive farming: does the 
heavy use of nitrates provide 
cheap food for everyone (farm 
lobby) or risk poisoning the 
nation with its residues (con- 
sumerwatchdog)? Is the notion 
that passive smoking is bad for 
you disproved (tobacco indus- 
try) or a piece of manipulative 


propaganda (health lobby)? Is 
the beef-on -the- bone ban a 
sensible precaution (Min of 
Ag) or an intrusion into per- 
sonal liberty (butchers and 
caterers)? 

Facts do not help here. In- 
deed the more we read the 
more confused we become. 
Stories of disgusting abattoirs 
- or of young women dying 
horrible deaths -from the BSE 
inquiry load the anecdotal cards 
against beef in a way that 
boring old risk analysis never 
can. Being told that there is onl^ 
one v-CJD death for every 25 
million beefsteaks eaten does 
not somehow have the same 
emotional pulL 

In tbe face of all this I am 
trying hard not to take a view. 
This is counter-cultural these 


days. To some extent it always 
was. When the Scottish em- 
piricist David Hume went to 
visit Voltaire and Co in France 
he returned shocked by their 
atheism. A philosopher could 
be, indeed fa professional terms 
had to be, an agnostic, be in- 
sisted; to be an atheist is as 
much a faith statement as to be- 
lieve in God, in epistemologi- 
cal terms, that is. 

But let us not get caught up 
in such certainty when mild 
scepticism is an option. Keats 
had the right idea when he ad- 
vocated Negative Capability - 
the condition “when a man is 
capable of being in uncertain- 
ties, mysteries, doubts, without 
any irritable reaching after fact 
or reason”. But then, of course;, 
you must feel free to disagree. 


5BR1DGE insiders predict 
aned al Payed nay once 
conventionality if the Gcw- 
. fuses to give him a British 
iuti is. he may go travelling 
i permanent holiday from 
There has already been 
ulation about whether he 
tempted to sell Harrods. 

re would be no lack of in- 




tis new - — . 

be the logical destination; 

Dube of Windsor’s bouse 

ep closer tabs cm the Ruz- 

; before the Preach judge 

Hammed him to appear 
iy in order to expand on 
Z theories- La« week the 
but speculated that al 
i move M the Big Appu 

point out that Mohamed 

a lease on part of Rocke- 

SSfgSSSS HERE IS AN IDEA whose tone has 


er Mi has just opened a sleek branch 
of Turnbull & Asser in midtown 
Manhattan and lives in a sprawling 
waterfront estate in Connecticut, 
complete with ail the rich man’s tttys, 
including a new private yacht and jeL 
Could Mohamed adjust his Part 
Lane lifestyle to NYC’s rough and 
tumble, hard-living fasr lane? Docs a 
bagel have a hole m the middle? 


definitely arrived: charging PR firms 
for the press releases they bung 
through our fax machines. The Los 
Angples Tlmes-Washington Post news 
service has announced that it now bins 

any and all unsolicited PR fax mes- 
sages. If yon wish to avoid this fate, 
they’ve established a pay telephone 
line winch charges “52 for the first 
minute, SI for each additional 
minute” and is connected to a fax ma- 
chine. Which UK newspaper will be 
tbe first to introduce this wonderful 
innovation? 

AS THE FEUD continues between 
the Rugby Football Union and its 
member chibs, word has reached 
Pandora of the ultimate in sporting in- 
sults. Cliff Brittle, millionaire chair- 
man of the RFU, is a dapper man who 
has new made much fuss about his 
achievements as a rugby player at 
Stoke on Trenti Now the word circu- 
lating around the dubs is that “Brit- 


tle was the only player in the history 
of rugby to comb he hafral half-time". 

AN AMERICAN air hostess named 
Diana Benson has been blabbing 
on the Internet about the celebrity 
passengers she served when she 
worked for the now defunct MGM 
Grand airlines. Back in the decadent 
Eighties, opulent MGM Grand was 
the only way to fry, darling, on the 
“mflk run" from LA to NY and back. 
Julia Roberts, OJ Simpson, Eddie 
Murphy. Diana has a tale to tell 
about them all. 

She is particularly rude about 
Lauren Bacall, accusing her of hogging 
the caviar and of being keen to receive 
celebrity homage from the young 
hostesses. “Do you know who I am? 
I am Lauren Bacall," the actress is 
quoted as saying . u The Lauren BacalL 
I was married to Humphrey Bogart 
The Humphrey Bogart” Oh, that 
Humprhey Bogart 


WHAT DOES Piers Pottinger look like? 
Since he became Mohamed al Eayed’s 
replacement for departed Harrods PR 
flak Michael Cole, Pottinger has been 
dodging the news cameras. Whenever 
the PR man's name appears in print, it 
carries adjec- 
tives like “self- 
effacing” or 
“unseen”. 

Not long 
ago. The Times 
was forced to 
ask its readers 
if they could 
supply a photo- 
graph of Potty, 
who is Sir Inn 
BelTs partner. 

Ever willing to 
oblige. Pandora is happy to share the 
accompanying snap with anyone who 
might be interested. 

Pandora 
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MPC division 
sends pound 
soaring 



By Man« Coyle 

Economics Editor 


THE POUND soared on the 
fore ign exchanges yesterday af- 
ter the Bank of England re- 
vealed that only the casting 
vote of Eddie Geoige, its Gov- 
ernor, had prevented a rise in 
interest rates last month. 

The Bank’s Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) was evenly 
split, four-four, on whether or 
not the cost of Arrowing ought 
to rise, having voted five-three 
against a rise in January. Mervyn 
King, the deputy governor in 
charge of economics, switched 
sides in February, forcing the 
Governor to use his casting vote. 

Minutes of last week's MPC 
meeting will not be published 
until April but as the Bank took 
no action, the committee almost 
certainly remained split. 

The news sent the pound 
more than two pfennigs higher 
to DM3.02, while the sterling in- 
dex against a range of curren- 
cies climbed 05 to 106.1. This 
was its highest since last July. 

Some analysts stuck to the 
view that there would turn out 
to be no need for a further 
interest rate increase. Figures 
this week showing manufactur- 
ing output in the doldrums lent 
support to their view that the 
economy is slowing fast enough 
to keep infla tion on target. 

The Engineering Employers’ 
Federation, publishing its Bud- 
get submission yesterday, 
pleaded for a halt to the policy 
tightening. It said that rates did 
not need to climb any further, 
adding: -‘Economic manage- 
ment should ... endeavour as far 


as possible to reverse the rise in 
the pound." 

But other economists said 
the very fact that the Bank was 
delaying a necessary increase 
was to blame for the jump in the 
exchange rate. “They have im- 
paled themselves on the fence," 
said Paul Mortimer-Lee, chief 
economist at Paribas. “The con- 
tinued expectation of a policy 
tightening is what is keeping the 
pound strong." 

The minutes published yes- 
terday suggested that the two 
camps on the committee had 
moral further apart last month. 
Each side put forward several 
arguments in favour of their pre- 
ferred course of action. 

The hawks - Alan Budd, 
Willem Buiter and Charles 
Goodhart, along with Mr King 
- said domestically generated 



Changing sides: Mervyn 
King joined the hawks 


inflatio n was r unning tOO high 
for the 25 percent inflation tar- 
get to be hit once the one-off 
effect of the strong pound on 
import prices had worn off. 

They also emphasised the 
risk of accelerating pay growth, 
and pointed out that the Bank's 
-Inflation Report" had shown 
the underlying inflation mea- 
sure riimhing above its target by 
late next year. 

Tailing to raise interest 
rates at a time when the central 
projection of inflation two years 
ahead was above target would 
risk damaging the credibility of 
the MPC process," the minutes 
report them arguing. 

On the other band, the 
doves - Mr George, David 
Dementi, DeAnne Julius and 
Ian Plenderleith - said there 
were clear signs growth had 
begun to slow. In addition, the 
economic picture was too un- 
certain to justify an imm ediate 
increase. It would be better to 
wait and see what happened 
over the next few months. 

They too had an argument 
based on credibility - that it 
would be damaged if a rate rise 
now had to be reversed before 
long because of a sharper than 
expected downturn. 

But one factor that did boost 
the MFC’s credibility was the 
feet that the internal B ank 
members had not all voted to- 
gether. Although both Mr 
George and Mr King had ear- 
lier given firm assurances that 
the four Bank executives did not 
vote as a block, February's split 
was the first demonstration of 
this rndependent-niindedness. 

Outlook, page 25 
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THE MAYFLOWER TEAM, led by chief executive John 
Simpson (hr right), who yesterday sold the seatbelt 
webbing business. Ribbons of South Wales, to a 
management buy-out for £6. 5m. Mayflower has decided 
to concentrate on its main businesses. Ribbons has 
developed a new high-p erfor mance seat belt webbing 
called Autoflex, which is already being used by Ford in 
the latest Mondeo models. The product has also 
attracted interest from German car manufacturers. 


The management team, led by managing director 
Godfrey Codrington, technical director Wayne Morse 
and finance director David Edwards, are investing a 
‘significanf stake-"Ventune capital group Gresham Trust 
and Royal Bank of Scotland are providing the rest. 
Ribbons is expecting to grow quickly in the next five 
years thriven by Autoflex, new seatbelt regulations and 
strong demand in eastern Europe. The company also 
plans to expand its range of different seatbelt colours. 

ainria?:..'.: .. 1 . 


Brussels set to bless BAT warns of threat to £225bn US tobacco settlement 

BA-American deal By Andrew Yates due to take place, the “mo- dustry, and will pay billions of bringing its total provision to £3 09m (£35 6m). Demand for 


By Michael Harrison in London 
and Katherine Butler 

m Brussels 

THE EUROPEAN Commis- 
sion is set to approve the long- 
awaited transatlantic alliance 
between British Airways and 
American Airlines in the next 
two weeks, paving the way for 
a new open skies agreement be- 
tween the UK ’and US. 

Karol Vm Miert, the EU 
Competition Commissioner, is 


The consumer products giant 
Unilever yesterday said U would 
seek an immediate suspension 
of a EC ruling outlawing its re- 
fusal to allow other ice-cream 
makers to share its freezer cab- 
inets. The ruling applies only to 
Unilever’s Irish subsidiary HB 
Ice Cream and follows a seven- 
year battle by the US foods 
group Mars to permit shop- 
keepers to stock its products in 
Unilever cabinets. The Com- 
mission said UnHever was abus- 
ing its dominant position in 
Ireland, where it supplied more 
than 85 per cent of ke cream. 

expected to brief the Council of 
Ministers on the conditions he 
has laid down for allowing the 
deal to proceed at a meeting 
next Wednesday. The Com- 
mission Is expected to give its 
formal approval at a meeting a 
week later on 23 March. 

Clearance for the BA-AA 


tie-up will allow London and 
Washington to complete nego- 
tiations on an agreement to lib- 
eralise transatlantic air services, 
even though Brussels ruled yes- 
terday that such bilateral deals 
contravene EU law. 

The Commission sent a “rea- 
soned opinion" to eight member 
stales, kidudiDg Britain, saying that 
the bilateral agreements infringed 
EU law. The member states have 
two months to respond, after 
which NeQ Kinnock, the EU 
Transport Commissioner, is like- 
ly to take them to the European 
Court of Justioe.Tlie other mem- 
ber states are Germany, Sweden, 
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Fin- 
land and Luxembourg. 

Mr Kinnock has been seek- 
ing wider powers to negotiate 
EU-wide agreements with the 
US, arguing that the present bi- 
lateral deals give US carriers ac- 
cess to national markets in 
Europe without allowing Eu- 
ropean carriers equal access to 
the domestic American mar ket. 

A spokesman for the UK 
government last night rejected 
the ElTs ruling, saying: “Ws are 
confident we are legally entitled 
to negotiate bilaterally with the 
US and we are continuing with 
those negotiations." 

Although no formal talks 
have been held for almost a year 
now, informal discussions be- 
tween officials have taken place 
in the US in the last few weeks. 

Outlook, page 25 


By Andrew Yates 

BAX the cigarette and fi- 
nancial services giant, yes- 
terday warned that the 
American tobacco industry’s 
$370bn (£225bn) compensa- 
tion settlement was in danger 
of collapse. 

The deal only had a 50-50 
chance of being adapted by 
the US Congress, it said. 

Martin Broughton, BAT'S 
chief executive cautioned 
that if Congress failed to 
adopt the proposals by No- 
vember, when elections are 


due to take place, the “mo- 
mentum" of the current dis- 
cussions would be lost, 
potentially derailing the 
chances of an agreement for 
ever. 

Mr Broughton also hinted 
that BAT would walk away 
from the deal if Congress 
tried to impose stiff er finan- 
cial penalties on the industry. 
“We see no need, or much 
scope for flexibility," be said. 

If the deal goes ahead 
BAT will put aside $1.7bu this 
year as part of a SlObn up 
front settlement for the in- 


dustry, and will pay billions of 
pounds over the next 25 years 
funded by a sharp rise in cig- 
arette prices. 

BAT chose No Smoking 
Day to announce a 28 per 
cent fell in profits to £1.8bn 
during 1997. The figures were 
marred. by almost £800m of 
exceptional costs including a 
£258m provision to cover to- 
bacco legal settlements in 
the US. 

The group was also 
forced to put aside £85m at 
Allied Dunbar for the pen- 
sion mis-selling scandal. 


bringing its total provision to 
£197m. 

The plan to split off its fi- 
nancial services arm to form 
a new company with Zurich, 
the Swiss insurance group, 
this autumn will cost £2 66m, 
about £40m more than ex- 
pected due to the cost of re- 
structuring the groups debts 
and mounting advisers fees. 
The strength of sterling 
knocked another £154m off 
profits. BAT’S tobacco prof- 
its were also hit by the fi- 
nancial crisis ‘in Asia which 
caused profits to slump to 


Compass 

replaces 

Dixons 



£3 09m (£356m). Demand for 
cigarettes in the region re- 
mains subdued. 

The results disappointed 
the market, sending the 
shares down 20p to 63lp and 
wiping more than £626m off 
its market value. 

BAT is continuing a 
strategic review of its Eagle 
Star insurance business 
where is has already cut 1,000 
staff last year. Parts of the 
operation may now be sold, 
although BAT said it would 
not dispose of the whole 
business. 


reshuffle * 


By Nigel Cope 

Gty Correspondent 

COMPASS, the fast-growing 
catering group was promoted to 
the FTSE-100 index of leading 
shares yesterday after the quar- 
terly meeting of the FTSE 
A ctuari es committee. 

COmposs replaces electrical re- 
tailer Dixons Group, which dropi 
out after falling to be ranked 
Britain’s 121st largest-listed com- 
pany by market value as at the 
dose on 10 March, *r 

The company will officially w 
start trading as a blue chip slock 
on 23 March. 

Misys, the computer software 
company, had been tipped for in- 
clusion hut missed out by one 
place. 

Misys, which is the 92nd- 
largest group, remains on the re- 
serve list for inclusion in the 
FTSE 100 at the next quarterly re- 
view on June 10. The others are i 
TI Group, the engineer. North- I 
cm Rock, the demutualised 
building society. Southern Elec- 
tric Pic. the utility, Provident Fi- 
nancial the credit group and k 
RMC Group, the building ma- ,1 
terials company. 

Among changes to the FTSE 
250 index of next-tier comp ani e s 
Body Shop International, whose ~ 
shares are dose to a five-year low, 
was excluded. 

In the FTSE 250 and FTSE 
350, Yule Catto & Co, FI Group, 
More Group, WS Atkins Group, 
Shire Pharmaceuticals, ftirity and 
Merchants Trust arc all included. 

The Committee also approved 
the inclusion of the new issues 
Monsoon and 

Cortecs P LC in the FTSE 
SmaDCap & FTSE All-share 
with effect from 23 March ju 

1998. w 

The Misys, which provides 
computer software to banks and 
insurance companies and was 
only founded nine years ago, 
now lies just outside the top 100 
and just missed out on becoming 
the first information technology 
to join the blue chip fist 

The changes in membership 
of the FTSE-100, or Fboisic as it 
is known among the City frater- 
nity, reflect the shifting patterns 
in the UK economy. 

The overwhelming trend is a 
shift towards fast growing and of- 
ten youthful services companies 
and away from the declining tra- 
ditional manufacturing groups 
which were such powerful stock^ 
market performers in the mid- 
1980s. 

Listings to die fin; page 18 
Outlook, page 25 




Fosters placed in adminstration 
after banks withdraw support 


Cruickshank urges telecoms overhaul 


By Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 

FOSTERS Trading Company, 
the menswear retailer which was 
founded in 1876, was placed in 
administration yesterday after 
its bankers said they were no 
longer able to provide adequate 
finan cial support. 

The collapse threatens 1,700 
jobs and it seems certain that 
will be closures among the 
group’s 175 high street outlets. 
The company blamed the trend 
towards sportswear and brand- 
ed goods which have affected 
sales of its denim and casual- 
wear ranges. A disappointing 
Christinas and a deteriorating 


market persuaded the bank to 
call for a review of operations. 
The directors then applied for 
an administration order. 

Fosters has significant debts 
and last year recorded a loss of 
£2-1 m on sales of £9Sm. 

The company was formed 
from a management buy-out 
from Sears in 1992. It was led 
by managing director David 
Carter Johnson. 

BDO Stoy Hayward has 
been appointed administrators. 
They are planning a rationali- 
sation programme and a three- 
month review. David Gilbert, a 
partner at BDO, said: “We are 
optimistic that our proposals wfll 
help transform the business." 


By Fetor Thai Larsen 

Don Cruickshank, the tele- 
coms regulator, yesterday 
called for a fundamental over- 
haul of the communications in- 
dustry which would involve 
abandoning the Telecommuni- 
cations and Broadcasting Acts 
and replacing them with a 
broader set of general rules. 

In a speech delivered to an 


Mr Cnrickshank pointed out the 
rapid convergence of telecoms, 
media and information tech- 
nology and argued they would 
have to be regulated very dif- 
ferently in future if the UK was 
to keep its leading. position in 
the telecom and creative in- 
dustries. 


He suggested that individual 
broadcast and telecoms licens- 
es should be replaced by a sys- 
tem of “general authorisation” 
where companies would be al- 
lowed to operate unhindered 
provided it adhered to a set of 
special rules. 

He also argued that the sys- 
tem which requires FTV and 
Channel 5 to provide a certain 
amount of public service broad- 
casting was “rapidly becoming 
unenforceable" and should be 
dropped so that the channels 
could “compete on a level play- 
ing field with other tommerdal 
players". 

Meanwhile, he said the li- 
cence fee should be linked to 
the costs of making pro- 
grammes so that the BBC could 


continue to hold its own against 
the commercial broadcasters. 

It is the first time that Mr 
Cruick shank , who steps down 
as director-general of Oft el at 
the end of the month, has pub- 
licly outlined his views on the 
regulation of the rapidly chang- 
ing communications industry. 

The speech, which is effec- 
tively Mr Cruicksfaank’s swan- 
song, will feel the debate about 
whether Oftel which is charged 
with regulating the telecom in- 
dustry, should be merged with 
the Independent Television 
Commission, which controls 
broadcasting standards, to cre- 
ate a super-regulator. Although 
Mr Cruickshank refused to ad- 
dress the issue specifically, he 

is doe to submit evidence on the 


subject to the Department for 
Culture, Media and Sport Se- 
lect Committee next week. 

In the past, Mr Cruickshank 
has argued that the regulation 
of broadcasting “content" and 
the means in which that content 
is delivered should be separat- 
ed. However, he appears to « 
have changed his mind. 

“The present regulatory 

structure is creaking, with over- . 

laps between regulators and \ 
rules which don’t quite map on 
to the new communications'^.? 
world," Mr Cruickshank said. 

He warned that a failure to 
simplify the structure would 
scare off investors and hamper 
the growth of new industries. 

. The one option we can’t take 
Is to let things drift," he said. 
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Why not get it over with; raise interest rates 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE SPLIT OVER 
INTEREST RATES, 
DANGERS IN THE • 
FOOTSIE AND 
WHY KINNOCK'S 
THREATS WILL COME 
TO NOUGHT 


ALL creatures with feathers are equal, but 
some are mare - equal than others. Ed- 
die George's casting vote on behalf of the 
Bank of Eland’s doves meant the hawks 
lost the argument in February, and pre- 
sumably in March as well, even though 
Mervyn King, the highly respected deputy 
governor, flew over to the other side. 

. Tb dose followers of Mr King’s work 
during his years as the Bank’s chief econ- 
omist, and now deputy governor designate, 
tbe surprise was that be bad ever found, 
himself on the ckrvish side 6f the argument 
in the first place. He was the architect of 
inflation targeting and has as good a daixn 
as any individual to tbe success of infla- 
tion policy over the past five years. If his 
economics team at the Bank - which has 
been erring on the optimistic side in its 
forecasts -predicted inflation rising above 
target within two years, he could always 
be expected to favour higher interest 
rates. 

Mb- Kin g, and a majority of the profes- 
sional economists on the co mmitt ee, see 
tbe inflation target as their overriding pri- 
ority. The bankers - joined by DeArrne 
Julius, an economist from business - are 
giving more weight to other factors, Eke the 

pain being snffered inrfnRtiy ay man. 

ufacturing sector grinds to a hal t 

This is a judgement on ^ch com- 
mentators are just as divided as the MPC, 
and it is a genuinely difficult call because 
tbe economy is so self evidently past its 
peak. Undoubtedly tbe economy is cool- 
ing. The question fc how fast it s slowing, 

which k miirfi mm rtiffimh tn an<xrer than 


whether it i$ slowing. 

It is an open secret around Whitehall 
that one outsider, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, wishes tbe Bank would raise 
rates one more time and get it over with, 
rather than prolonging tbe uncertainty. A 
quarter point increase would do little di- 
rect harm to businesses csrhomebuyas and 
might do a lot of indirect good if it suc- 
ceeded in persuading the financial mar- 
ketsthal UK rates would -dmib no farther. 

As fixings stand, foe MFC’s flock of 
dithering doves is malting it harder for the 
Chancellor to justify las daim that tbe days 
of boom and bust are decisively over. Our 
gentle feathered friends in Threadneedle 
Street would sfiD rather take long-term 
rids with inflation than risk short-term un- ' 
popularity .with manufacturers. 

The problem with 
the FTSE 100 

THE ELEVATION of Compass, the 
contract catering group, to the FTSE100, . 
is a better choice of constituent than an- 
other hank, but the fact r emains that the 
index has become a curiously unrepre- 
sentative and quite dangerous yardstick of 
stock market behaviour and activity. Bank- 
ing and other financial services already ac- 
count for more than 30 per cent of the 
index, and with Northern Rock hovering 
on the brink of inclusion, that looks, des- 
tined to rise even further. 

Pharmaceuticals account for another 
12.5 per cent of the index. What with all 


that consolidation, privatisation and con- 
version, the Tbp 100 have come to repre- 
sent more than three-quarters of the 
value of the entire stock market. In Itself, 
this is indicative of a worrying imbalance 
in the UK economy. One of Britain’s 
biggest economic weaknesses is that 
though it has its fair share of leading worid 
class companies, it is deficient in small to 
medium sized enterprise. There can be no 
more graphic an illustration of this failing 
that tbe FTSE 100. Tbe size of the index 
and the dominance of just two sectors is 
also distorting investment patterns. 

As a result, the time may have come 
for FTSE International, which runs these 
things, to have a bit of a rethink and look 
at ways of modifying tbe monster they have 
created. In spite of a recent return to form 
by the mid-caps, the gap between the Pre- 
mier division of companies and the rest 
continues to widen. With so many tracker 
funds now in operation, promotion to the 
blue-chip ranks now provides a rocket 
boost not all the constituents deserve. Con- 
versely, relegation is an ever more painful 
experience - worse even than a Premier 
League football chib faring all that Sky TV 
moneywhen they plunge into Nationwide 
obscurity. 

The whole thing is in any case turning 
into a self-perpetualing spiraL Since Fbot- 
sie performs better than the market as a 
whole, more and more investors are turn- 
ing from active fond management to 
FISE 100 trackers. As a consequence more 
and m ore money gets pushed into the 
FTSE. This is not mere intellectual con- 


jecture. There’s plenty of evidence of ft. 
Wfe may even be witnessing an investment 
bubble in the making. 

FTSE International says the index was 

set up to represent the largest companies. 
Tbe index therefore simply reflects what 
is going on in tbe real economy. Industries 
thatare consofidatiqg, fike banks and phar- 
maceuticals, become more si gnifican t 
constituents, while others that are following 
the demerger trend, like conglomerates 
and retailers, drop out 

All the same, there is plainly cause for 
concern here. The boffin fund managers, 
brokers and actuarial consultants who 
make up tbe indices committee should put 
some wet towels on their heads and do 
some thinking. 

Hot air over 
open skies 

THE EUROPEAN Transport Commis- 
sioner, NeD Kinnock, has been engaged 
in a dogfight with member states for the 
last three years over their right to sign bi- 
lateral “open sloes” agreements with the 
US governing transatlantic air services. 

The Commission believes that Europe 
gives too much away and gets too little in 
return each time ooeof these deals is agreed. 
Overly dominant US carriers get yet more 
access to Europe while their own skies, the 
higgpa single aviation market in the world, 
remain dosed to European carriers. 

Let us negotiate European Union-wide 
agreements on behalf of all member 


stales and we win fly bade from the US with 
a much better deal, goes the Kinnock ar- 
gument 

A growing number of member states 
do not agree. They regard decisions about 
who may takeoff and land from their hub 
airports- a highly lucrative right - as the 
province of national governments. Mr Kin- 
nock retorts that since Europe is now a sin- 
gle aviation market it should negotiate as 
one. 

The reality, however, is that it rema ins 
a market carved up by flag carrying airlines 
from each member state, all of whom guard 
their temtotyfieiarfy. Side by side with each 
new open skies bilateral comes an alliance 
pact between the relevant European flag 
carrier and one of the big US airlines. 

Mr Kinnock has now run out of patience 
and has sent a “reasoned” opinion to, the 
UK and seven other member stales ruling 
that such agreements infringe EU law. The 
member states have two months to study 
the ruling before Mr Kinnock drags them 
off to the European Court of Justice. 

Unfortunately, both he and ibey know 
that it will take at least three years before 
the court delivers its verdict, by which time 
the horse wfli almost certainly have bolt- 
ed. The UK, for instance, is on the point 
of signing an open skies pact with the US 
which is tied to approval of the British Air- 
ways-American Airlines alliance. This will 
allow five mo re US carriers into Heathrow 
but only one new UK carrier across the 
Atlantic. Mr Kinnock knows he is running 
out of time. He’s making a lot of noise but 
probably to not much effect. 


IMF performs U-turn over 
Indonesian currency board 


By Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 


THE INTERNATIONAL 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
effected a sharp policy U-turn 
over Indonesia, softening its 
condftkms for providing aid and 
lifting objections to the for- 
mation of acurrency board that 
would peg the Indonesian 
rupiah to the US dollar. The 
poBcy change emerged from re- 
marks by Stanley t£e 

IMF’s deputy managing direo-' 
tor, just hours after President 
Suharto had been elected for 
a seventh five-year term amid 
continuing unrest in Indonesia. 

“There is reason far flexi- 
bility,” Mr Fischer told a news 
conference in Washington, 
stressing that the IMF was 
“mindful of the potential tragic 
consequences of events taking 
place in Indonesia” and the 
“major humanitarian problems 
that could be arising there” He 
said that a currency board 
could work, perhaps in six 
months’ time u if the right con- 
ditions are met”. 

Mr Fischer’s remarks ap- 
peared to pave the way for the 
IMF to roveise its dedrion to de- 
lay the next tranche of aid for 
Indonesia. It had announced 
only last week that a $3bn 
(Ll.SIbn) payment initially 
scheduled for nrid-Maich would 
be delayed at least until April 

The shift in policy could not 
have been made without the en- 
dorsement of the US Treasury, 
which is the main contributor 
to the IMF and has led calk for 

thorough economic reforms in 
Indonesia as a condition for 



President Suharto's plans to peg the rupiah have been ba ck ed by an US economist 


international aid. The content 
and tone of Mr Fischer’s re- 
marks contrasted with the 
fierce warnings against stub- 
bornness and backsliding that 
have emanated from Vfash- 
ington in recent weeks. 

Mr Fischer’s remarks also 
defused a vejy embarrassing dis- 
agreement between a body of 
opinion that included the US 
administration and the IMF 
and one of Washington’s m ain 
South-east Asian allies and a 


senior US academic economist 
who is retained by President 
Suharto as economic adviser. 
The economist, Steve Hanke 
from Johns Hopkins University, 
strongly supported tbe forma- 
tion of a currency board as a 
means of stabilising the In- 
donesian currency and ener- 
getically argued bis view in the 
US media. 

The IMF bad objected to 
the proposal from the time it 
was first proposed by President 


Suharto a month ago, saying 
that Indonesia was not yet 
read; for a rigid currency 
regime. 

The rupiah rose on in- 
ternational currency markets 
yesterday foil owing the more 
conciliatoiy tone from the 
IMF. A high-level Indonesian 
economic delegation is ex- 
pected in Washington shortly 
to discuss international assis- 
tance with IMF and US 
officials. 


Rentokil on alert 
for an acquisition 


By Andrew rate* 


RENTOKIL Initial, the busi- 
ness services group, yesterday 
said that it was o« the tocrtc-out 

for a substantial acquisition 

after onw again reachfog its tar- 
get of 20 percent earnings and 
profits growth in 1997. 

Sir Give Thompson, the 
group’s chief executive sauk 
“Now the acquisition of BE i 
has been integrated we have the 
management 

management capacity to 
consider other opportunities. 
Wc also have the finances, gen- 
erating £3Hlm of cash per an- 
num which means w c wH 
payingoff our debts within two 

3W °Aaoh 5 is believe that Ren- 
tokilhasISS.lheScMuh^“ 
services group, m its sigh 
Rentokil is abo bcI,e ^?_? 

have tuna sikieniteover Com- 
pass, the catering s«wp. 

ever the recent nse in its share 

price, which saw the group 
burst into the FtSE lOO )^ 
terttoy. makes an imminent bra 
-•-gty unlikely. 


Sir Clive said he has more 
than £40Qm to spend and was 
interested in expanding Ren- 
loldl's hygiene, personnel and 
property services divisions 
through acquisitions m North 

America and Europe. 

The economic turmoil in 
Asia took its tofl on Reotokfl’s 
bu sin ess in the region, causing 
profits to slip by 0.6 per cent to 
£5 &9m, and the group is now 
unlikely to seek acquisitions in 
the area. 

Asked if Rentokil can sustain 
the 20 per cent growth rate that 
has been the hallmark of its per- 
formance over the last 1 6 years, 
Sir CSve said; “I believe we can 

beat th « target for the neat three. 

or four years at leasL If we can’t, 

it will not be for want of trying. 

Rentokil announced a 31 per 
cent rise in profits to £41 7 m 
despite the impact of the strong 
1 « tv- Afimntmr aim Sfliu 


pouna - 

of 3.0fip* up fr° m ™ 1 

Nevertheless the results *?- 
appointed the market and the 

shares slipped 5p to 308p. 
Investment column, page 26 


Watchdog looks out 
for millennium bug 


By Lea Paterson 


THE NEW financial services 
watchdqg wiS today wain mem- 
ber firms that failure to. prepare 
for the year 2000 could lead to 
their licences being revoked. 

Michael Foot, recently ap- 
pointed as head of financial su- 
pervision at the Financial 

Services Authority (FSA), will 
tell a conference on Best Prac- 
tice for Financial Institutions 
that the job of the FSA is to 
“protect investors from losses 
caused by inadequate prepa- 
ration for the year 2000”. 

. However, Mr Foot will add 
that the FSA is uot there to 
“solve other people’s IT prob- 
lems”. He will say; “The buck 
must stop with the boards, the 
chief executives, top manage- 
ment generally, and those run- 
ning small organisations.... 
Senior executives need to ac- 
cept and take very seriously 
their responsibility ” 

The FSA will require mem- 
ber firms to give it regular re- 


year 2000 compliance. If a 


member firm’s progress is nor 
up to scratch, the watchdog will, 
in the first instance, require an 
independent body to assess the 
firm’s compliance status. 

If the problem is serious, the 
FSA will then take farther 
steps to ensure that neither in- 
vestors, nor the integrity of 
tbe markets, are put at risk. Mr 
Foot will teD the conference: If 
we are satisfied that stronger 
action is justified to achieve our 
regulatory objectives ... the 
FSA has powers available to It, 
for example to restrict a firm’s 
activity to take on business, to 
. stop doing business altogether 
or to transfer its business to an- 
other firm. “ 

Mr Foot will also caution 
firms whidi believe they are year 
2000 compliant against over- 
’ confidence. “Such firms should 
adopt a watching brief and be 
prepared to revisit their plans.” 
Nine regulatory bodies - 
mdudmg the banking supervi- 
sion department at the Bank of 
England and the Personal In- 
vestment Authority -wffl be in- 
. tegrated into the FSA 


Schroders tries to play down bid rumours 


By Lea Paterson 


SCHRODERS, one of tbe few 
remaining independent UK in- 
vestment banks, yesterday tried 
to play down the takeover speo 
ulation that has swirled around 
the stock in recent months. 

Speaking at the presentation ' 
of the group’s annual results. 
Win Bischoff Schroders' chair- 
man, said; “This business suits 
us very weH. We think we can 
go forward under the same in- 
dependent ownership.' We 
don’t believe we need to merge 
with anyone, either in invest- 
ment banking or asset man- 
agement.” /- 

Mr BischofF said the bank 
had received no formal take- 


over offers. However, he did 
hint at informal offers, saying: 
“People talk to us and tell us 
bow wonderful our business is 
-which, I suppose, is an implied 
approach.” 

The bank also made at- 
tempts to counter recent criti- 
cism of its fund management 
arm. David Salisbury, head of 
asset management, said: “We 
do not believe we are faring 
market share.” He added 
Schroders Had maintaine d its 
position as. the leading UK 
fund manager. 

On TUesday, the Combined 
Actuarial Performance Ser- 
vices winch analyses 

performance in the fund man- 
agement Industry, criticised 


the big four fand managers - 
Schroders, Gartmore, PDFM 
and MAM - for underperfor- 
mance during 1997. Thken to- 
gether, tbe faux firms produced 
returns of 14.9 per cent, com- 
pared with the industry average 
for discretionary funds of 15.6 
percent 

Schroders unvefled pre-tax 
profits for the year to Decem- 
ber of £245m, an increase of just 
3 per cent. Before Asian pro- 
visions, however, pre-tax prof- 
its were £277m, an increase of 
16 per cent. 

Tbebank posted Asian pro- 
visions of £32m, of which £24m 
rep resented provisions against 
exposure on banking and trad- 
ing books. Schroders said it had 


been “very prudent” and hoped 
that it would not have to make 
further provisions. 

The remaining Asian pro- 
visions - totalling £Sm - rep- 
resented* the costs incurred 
when Schroders rescaled its 
Asian businesses earlier this 
year, a move which cost 220 em- 
ployees their jobs. 

Peter Sedgwick, deputy 
chair man and head of invest- 
ment banking, said he did not 
anticipate any further restruc- 
turing of Asian investment 
banking. He said: “We felt we 
should take one look and take 
one hard hit.” 

Schroders* shares finished 
the day down 63p at' 2332p. 

Investment column, page 26 
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Rentokil stays on 
its 20% target 


SO “Mr 20 per cent" has done it again. 
Clive Thompson, chief executive of 
Rentokil Initial, has managed to 
achieve yet another year of 20 per cent 
growth in profits and earning* per 
share. That sort of increase has seen 
the group expand from a company 
worth just £150m to one approaching 
£9bn over the last 16 years. 

With this sort of track record, it is 
perhaps harsh to criticise the group's 
prospects. However, the problem with 
setting such a demanding target is that 
everybody is wailing for you to fail and 
a number of City analysts harbour 
doubts that Rentokil can keep it up. 

While that in itself is nothing new, 
Rentokil did only just reach its self- 
imposed earnings target last year and 
without the use of tax losses it inher- 
ited from its acquisition of BET in 1996 
it would probably have missed its goal. 

Runtokil's existing businesses that 
were not merged with any of BET’S 
operations continued to show double- 
digil sales growth. However, like-for- 
like sales at those that were joined 
together fell 5 per cent. 

Rentokil believes there is much 
scope for improvement and that sales 
growth should still show double-digit 
figures this year. A rise in margins, as 
Rentoki] drags BET profits up to its 
own historic high levels, should allow 
the group to achieve an organic rise in 
aiming ?; of. say. IS per cent. Add in the 
benefits of a likely stream of bolt-on 
acquisitions and Sir Clive believes the 
20 per cent target is in reach this year 
and for several years to come. 

However, the feeling persists that 
Rentokil needs another big acquisition, 
and soon, to ensure its share price con- 
tinues to rise. After all even Rentokil 
is ready to admit that no company can 
grow on its own at 20 per cent for ever. 

RentokQ is certainly out there look- 
ing for another large purchase. ISS, the 
Scandinavian cleaning group. Compass 
the caterer and Securicor have all been 
mentioned. If it can find the right deal 
its share price could motor again. The 
danger is that the search could over- 
shadow its operating performance. 

Rentokil's profits rose 31 per cent 
to £417m. However, analysts had ex- 
pected a bit more, underestimating the 
damaging impact of sterling, and the 
shares slipped 5p to 308p. 

Greig Middleton forecasts current- 
year profits of around £5 05m, putting 
the shares on a prospective price-earn- 
ings ratio of 25. Rentokil should hold 


Rentokil Initial: At a glance 

Market value: ffl-Mm, store price 3Q8p (-5p) 

Tbmover (£bn) 0.59 0.72 

Pre-tax profits 

Earnings per share (p) as 5.9 

Divhi^ds parstew. 








0.86 


2.34 


2.87 


s. ;::x- 

7.1 8.6 103 


Operating profit 

Em 

200 


150 


100 -I 


50 


□ 1996 

01997 



■ . . , 




□ 



Lii^ 

r fc’r. 


Hygiene 


Personnel 

services 


Pest 

control 


Property 

services 


Security 

services 


Transport 


Rentokil Initial vs FTSE 100 


160 







60 




1993 
Source: Qtfssteem 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


on to its premium rating bul until it can 
pull off another bid deal the ni ggling 
doubts will remain, which are likely to 
limit the progress of its shares. Hold. 


Aegis finds itself 
a prime position 


IN just a few years, media buying has 
gone from being the dull bit of ad- 
vertising to a growth industry in its own 
right. Crispin Davis, the chief execu- 
tive of Aegis, is fond of pointing out 
that whereas 20 years ago an adver- 
tiser could reach 30 per cent of the 
population by placing an ad in Coro- 
nation Street , matters are now more 
complex. 

Fhced with a proliferation of me- 
dia outlets - an explosion of television 
channels, a growing number of mag- 
azines, not to mention the internet - 


pl anning and placing a media cam- 
paign has become an important skill 

Compared to the global advertis- 
ing and media giants, tho ugh, media 
buying is still a fairly small industry. 
Aegis is the world’s third-largest 
player, yet is capitalised at just £589m. 
So It has some way to go before it car- 
ries as much clout as the companies 
it buys from. 

Mr Davis, however, insists that 
there is no virtue in becoming large for 
the sake of iL Rather, his emphasis is 
on offering value-added services - 
basically providing research and data 
to help companies choose the best place 
for their advertising. That strategy is 
already working gross margins last year 
improved from 5.2 to 5.6.per cent, and 
have further to go. 

Currencies and exceptional items 
clouded Aegis’s 1997 results, but strip 
those out and profits rose by 28 percent 
on a 21 per cent rise in. turnover. 
Helped by new business wins, bolt-on 
acquisitions and a market forecast to 


grow by 7 per cent, this year should 
offer more of the same. A deal with 
Zenith, the media guying business 
jointly owned by Saatdii & Saatehi and 
Cordiant, could happen but Aegis cer- 
tainly doesn’t need it 

In a sector where much of the talk 
of growth prospects is hype, Aegis is 
churning out consistent growth. Pan- 
in ure Gordon, the stockbroker, fore- 
casts profits of £49.5m which puts the 
shares, down R5p yesterday at 71.5p, 
on a forward pfe ratio of 20. Good value. 


Bid hopes buoy 
up Schraders 


THREE themes have cropped up over 
and over during this year’s banking 
season - the Asian crisis, lacklustre 
investment banking and consolida- 
tion prospects. And Schrodexs, one of 
the few re maining independent UK 
merchant banks, yesterday proved to 
be no exception to the rule. 

Schrodexs announced a 3 per cent 
rise in pre tax profits to £245m for the 
year to December. It posted Asian pro- 
visions to the tune of £32m -more than 
expected. On the investment banking 
side, profits were slightly down on last 
year. And, as for as mergers go, the 
h ank repeated its commitment to an 
independent future. 

So if Schroders* results don’t mark 
it out from the banking crowd, why is 
it running at a forward pfo of mare than 
20 - high even for pricey financial stocks? 

Firstly, although the investment 
banking business is hardly going great 
guns, it bas not — nnlflrft some — been 
a disaster. Second, investment banking 
accounts for less than half of Schrodexs 
profits. The remainder comes from its 
hmgpc ning f nnd management b usiness. 
This hadagood year last year and looks 
set for more of the same. 

Thirdly, the share price is buoyed up 
by consolidation hopes. Many sector 
watchers believe that, irrespective of 
Schroders 1 public position, it is only a 
matter of time before it succumbs. And 
finally, many of the shares are held by 
the Schroders’ family and the bank’s 
employees. So institutions are typically 
keen to get their hands on the stock - 
even at today’s heady prices. 

■ The shares dosed down 3 per cent 
at 2332p, due to a mixture of profit 
taking and the Asian provisions. The 
consolidation hopes and the illiquidity 
of the stock mr»ans the bull run'jgn ^ 
Schroders’ shares may not be at ae«B&- j 
just yet, although those in for the longer 
term would do better to look elsewhere. 


Tl ready for £600m 
war chest spree 


TI GROUP, the engineering 
company, yesterday said it was 
prepared to spend its £60fim 
war chest on bolt-on buys and 
was already in talks with three 
of 12 potential targets. 

Sir Christopher Lewinton, 
IT chairman, said: “There are 
12 acquisition opportunities. It 
takes a lot of time to persuade 
them to be a w illin g seller ... 
at the right price. Wc are in dis- 
cussions \rith three of them.” 

The move comes at a time 
when some industry analysts 
fear TTs core businesses may 
be running out of steam and in 
need of a big deal to stoke up 
profitability. 

TI chiefs spelt out Their 
acquisition strategy after re- 
porting underlying pre-tax 
profits of £220.6m for 1997, at 
the lower-end of expectations 
and down from £232.2m in 
1996. 

Despite the group's expan- 
sion p lans and reports that 
1998 trading had started well 
- the order book was up 10-15 
per cent on 1997 - traders 
remained unimpressed. TTs 
share price foil sharply, to 
close at 51 lp, down 34p. 

Michael Angle, TI finance 
director, said proceeds from 


recent disposals would put the 
group in a good position to 
fond deals. “We will be cash 
positive and with debt we 
could spend up to £600m, he 
said. 

The main focus for acqui- 
sitions will be in TI Group s 
Bundy unit, which makes flu- 
id carrying systems for Cars and 

refrigerators and John Crane, 

the s ea tin g systems-maker. 

Industry analysts recently 
speculated oo a major spend- 
ing spree to shore up the 
group’s flagging share price 
performance, which hit a two- 
year low of430pin January af- 
ter falling from a ° f 
690.5p last October. 

Nick Cunningham, the 
Salomon Smith Barney analyst, 
said in a recent analysis that 
the group could afford to 
spend up to £700m on a deal. 
“Invested in acquisitions this 
could add more than 20 per 
cent to a full year’s earnings — 
but finding acquisitions mil not 
be easy,” be stud. 

TI bosses said most of their 
deals wfll be bolt-on buys to en- 
hance current operations but 
added that they would not 
rule out a deal as big as £400m. 

The 1997 results themselves 


held no surprises for analysts. 
Sales rose 6 per cent to 
£l.S7bn and the total divi- 
dend wasup 10 percent to 15.9 

per share. 

The group said its exposure 
to the continued strength of 

sterling had a “significant ef- 
fort on the translation of re- 
sults" but not on currency 
transactions because the group 
has manufacturing operations 

across the world. 

On the fall-out frpni the 
economic turbulence in Asia. 
TI said there was no material 
effect on results. At present 10 
per cent of its sales come from 
the Asia-Pacific region, but in- 
terests are focused in the rel- 
atively stable economies of 
China. India and Japan as 
well as the more volatile 

Korea. . 

S umming up the divisional 
performance, TI said the John 
Crane unit had performed 
well in tough markets. Bundy 
shone in the automotive mar- 
ket which was buoyant in the 
United States, but witnessed 
volatility elsewhere. 

The * Dowty divisions 
“continued to benefit from 
strong growth in aerospace 
markets", the company said. 


Parkland’s former chief serves £600,000 writ 


By Michael Harrison 


THE FORMER executiye 
chairman of Parkland, the 
Yorkshire-based textiles group, 
yesterday served a writ against 
the company claiming 
£600,000 damages after being 
ousted from the job in a board- 
room coup in January. 

Bryan Lodder is suing Park-, 
land for breach of contract. He 
was on a two-year contract 
worth £304,000 a year. He is 
also seeking to retain share 
options in the company. 

Mr Lodder was asked to re- 
sign as chairman »nd chief 
executive five days after the 
Jttpaip had reported disap- 
-pamting half- -year -results. The 
group turned in a loss of £3 .7m 
after exceptional items, large- 


ly restructuring costs which 
followed a £16m investment in 
a new high-technology dyeing 
and finishing plant in 
Nottingham. 

When Mr Lodder took over 
as chief executive the compa- 
ny was losing more than £3fcn 
a year. He subsequently turned 
it around into profits of more 
than £3m a year until this 
year's setback. 

The board claimed that he 
had been asked to resign be- 
cause “his plans for the future 
were unrealistic and we lost 
confidence in him”. 

However, since his depar- 
ture, Parkland shares have 
continued to plummet, falling 
from a high of 187.5p in 
September to a dose of 106-5p 
last night. 


Institutional investors arc 
also understood to be con- 
cerned at Mr Lodder’s treat- 
ment and the lack of any 
obvious succession plan at 
Parkland. 

The company is 24 pur cent 
owned by the Hanson family, 
one of whom. Paul Hanson, sits 
on the board as deputy chair- 
man. John Hanson was chief 
executive until he recruited Mr 
Lodder into the company, Mr 
Hanson then left to run 
Greenwoods, a chain of small, 
menswear shops owned by his 
father-in-law. 

The chairman of Green- 
woods, a 64-year-old textiles 
director called John Jack- 
son, has taken over tem- 
porarily as chief executive 
of Parkland. 
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Coats Viyella rules 
out disposals as 
profits slump 


By Nigel Cope 

Gty Correspondent 


COATS VIYELLA, the under- 
performing textiles group, yes- 
terday confirmed plans to press 
ahead with a demerger of its 
do thing and home furnishings 
business this year and ruled out 
the sale of any of its key units. 

The group, which issued a 
profits warning last December, 
said headline pre-tax profits 
tumbled to £52. 9m in 1997 
from £833m a year earlier. 
One-off items wiped a further 
£19.6m off profits and the com- 
pany cut its total dividend to 
47p per share from 83p in 1996. 

Michael Ost, the chief ex- 
ecutive, quashed speculation 
that the group could sell part of 
the Viyella business earmarked 
for demerger. The division in- 
cludes fashion chain Jaeger, 
Donna household textiles and 
a contract doth mg business 
which is a large supplier; to 
Marks and Spencer. 

“People want to buy bits of 
our business all the time. But I 
tensharetoktereftfenotintheg 
interests to sen significant parts 
of the group now,* Mr Ost said. 
“Why? Because we are at the 
bottom of our performance 
cycle and a sale would be 
crystallising shareholder loss.” 

Coats Viyella said its 1997 
results were disappointing and 


added that none of its operat- 
ing divisions had performed to 
their full potential 

Mr Ost detected some signs 
of improvement so for this year, 
saying trading in both arms of 
the company was “nicely 
ahead" of the first two months 
of last year. He said he hoped 
the dividend cut would prove to 
be a one-off adjustment. 

The company said it had suf- 
fered from the effects of the 
economic slowdown in Brazil 
while the strength of sterling 
had reduced operating profit by 
almost £20m. 

Coats’ shares, which have 
languished bekjw 90p since the 
profit warning late last year, 
closed down 0-5p at 86p. 

Sir David Alliance, the 
chairman, said be believed the 
planned demerger; winch share- 
holders will vote on later this 
year,^ would help the group to re- 
alise its potential 

Post-demerger, Coats wili 
incorporate the group’s largest 
division, which supplies thread 
to the dothnyj footwear and au- 
tomotive industries as well as 
threads and yams for domestic 
sewing. It will also indude apre- ■ 
cisioa engineering business. 

There are plans for a second 
demerger of the engineering 
arm, which could be span affby 
the middle of next year. 

-Reuter 


Germany predicts economic 
turnaround this year 

The German economy is expected to grow by between 25 
and 3 per cent this year and unemployment is set to decline, 
according to the government's annual report issued yester- 
day. “The worst is behind us," declared Gunter Rexrodt, the 
economics minister. “The turnaround in the labour market 
is increasingly visible." It forecast average unemployment for 
the current year would be around 4.4 millio n, and the un- 
employment rate would be 11.5 per cent, up by 0.1 per cent 
on last year. Altogether, the government expects 200,000 new 
jobs wfll be created. This is not the first time the government 
has spotted the green shoots recovery in the jobs market, only 
to be contradicted by another bout of unforeseen frost. With 
six months to go to the elections. Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
has extra reasons to project optimism this time. 

SBC seeks new bond boss 

The Swiss Bank Corporation (SBC) has unsuccessfully tried 
to poach Edson Mitchell head of global markets at Deutsche 


after SBC appointed Ajidrew Siciliano to the role. SBC wanted 
to split Mr Skiliano’sjob in two. The news came as SBC nnH 
its merger partoer UBS reported firllyear results. The two banks 
made a combined loss of 472m Swhs francs (£193m) in 1997 

after restructuring charges of SFtTbn. Both banks were hit by 

poor trading performances and the Asian crisis. 1 

Hanson sells off crane arm 


| COMPANY RESULTS 
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Reports of Rolls sale denied 

Vickers, the parent of Rolls-Royce Motor i ^ 
day said it had not made a decjSon m ***» yester- 
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woman said, resoondinp tn a ,. a Vickers spokes- 

man tabloid 
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Second liners close the gap on blue chips 
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MARKET REPORT AS blue chips struggled io hit 

another peak the rest of the 
stock market was in much 
more heady form, with second 
and .third liners striding con- 
fidently to record levels. 

Footsie's gain was a mod- 
est 13 points to 53293; the 
mid caps index jumped 30 to 
DEREK PAIN 5,316.8 and the small caps in- 

dex rose 12.4.to 2323.4p. 

— — ..... The market’s under card 

has this year convincingly 
moved to narrow the huge gap 
which the long blue-chip bull 
run had opened up. 

Many fund managers, 
trooping back into equities 
after building their cash 
hoards, have decided blue 
chips have become too ex- 
pensive and the real bargains 
hirk in the rest of the market 
The latest Merrill Lynch 
survey among fund managers 
recorded a sharp increase, 
from 15 per cent to 38 per cent, 
in the number of managers 
preferring mid cap slock s 
Merrill Lynch’s Trevor 
Greetham believes “medium- 


sized companies tend to he 
more sensitive to the domes- 
tic economy than their larger 
Footsie cousins*. 

The quarterly Footsie re- 
vision resulted in Compass, the 

contract caterer, gaining mem- 
bership with Misys, the com- 
puter group, just missing out 

Relegated Drams finned l_5p 

to 491-5p. 

Seven companies joined 
the supporting mid cap index, 
including consultant WS 
Allans and chemical group 
Yule Catto. Among the casu- 
alties were Pcrwetsareen and 
Body Shop. 

As is so often the case, in- 
vestors had already discounted 
the latest changes and even 
someoftbeac^ustmeiitswbkh 
will be made in the next few 
months. 

Takeovers should mean at 
least two mid cap changes be- 
fore June, prompting the 
shares topping the reserve list 
to reach new peaks, Engineer 
Meggitt firmed (L5p to 18Z5p; 
Business Post rose 25p to 


792J5p with market research 
group Taylor Nelson resting at 
100.75p. 

Compass, up 2p to 950p, 
was hefcjed by Remokfl InitiaTs 
expansionist mood. Chief ex- 
ecutive Sir Clive Thompson 
hinted the environmental and 
business support group might 

he ready tr> mount smrrfhflr ma- 

jor takeover. 

Its last big deal was the 
£2bn acquisition of BET near- 
ly two years ago. Compass, as 
well as Secmicor and a Dan- 
ish group, JSS, have been ru- 
moured to be in Rentokirs 
sights. Securicor improved 
Z7pto3835p. 

The l,100p SG Securities 
target price for Kingfisher 
has almost been reached with 
the shares up 42p to l,Q72p. 
Great Universal Stores, bid- 
ding for Argos, fell 6_5p to 
785p, as Goldman Sachs of- 
fered around 6 million shares. 

Best performing blue chip, 
reflecting its profit upgrading, 
was British Energy with a 24p 
gain to 494p. Bass, with Gold- 


man forecasting l,250p, 

frothed up 50p to l,050p. 

, Cable & Wireless, ahead of 
an analysts' dinner, hardened 
245 p to 676p and Tbte & Lyle 
was little changed at 525p 
after Dresdner Kieinwort 
Benson trimmed its profits 
estimates from £24 lm to 
£234m. It cut its forecast last 
month. 

Not for the; first time the 
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Standard Chartered hanking 
group was the hot takeover tip. 
The shares climbed 235p to 
890p with rumours swirling 
Barclays, or Lloyds TSB, 
would today roQ out a l,300p 
to I,450p bid. In January Stan- 
dard's shares were down to 
543p. 

Norwich Union succumbed 
to profit taking after its results 

and its failure to produce a 
special dividend, faffing 285p 
to 4S13p. Schraders, flying 
high on bid hopes, fell 63pto 
2332p as chairman Win 
BiscboffafBnned bisintaititMi 
to _ re main independent and 
added: “A number of people 
have come to tell us how 
wonderful they think we are 
but no, we’ve received no firm 
offers.” 

After Tliesday’s o rder- 
dhiven tradn^amfoson,BFB, 
the building materials group, 
traded at 355p. an alleged foil 
from 400p. 

Aberdeen Asset Manage- 
ment, on the smaller cap 
awakening and the heady bid 


climate among financial com- 
panies, rose 4Jp to 109p; the 

price is up from 90p this year. 

Car dealers again moved 
up a gear. Gowrings, with fig- 
ures ft^kwed by a presentation 

next week, motored lOp to 
1323p. a high. 

Merrill Lynch was in a 
bearish mood downgrading 
chemical group Brent In- 
ternational, off 2p to 124p, to 
sell. It also put reduce signs 
over HP Bulmer, the cider 
group unchanged at 335p, and 
Energis. up 33-5p to 5303p. 

CrestaCare, a health 
group, put on 135p to 28.75p 
following, it is thought, in- 

vestment meetings in Scotland- 
Hard-pressed TOaverley Min- 
ing rose 4.5p to Ifipon talk of 
a cash injection.Tbree years 
ago the shares were 132p. 

Independent Insurance 
continued to strengthen on its 
results, up another 122-5p to 
15175p and pub chain JD 
Wetberspoon rose 25p to 
3265p in response to its 
figures. 


TAKING STO CK • 

XTE, formerly Cementoae, 
returns to market on TYiesday, 
haring raised £38m through 
a placing and open offer and 
taken over, in a £65m deal a 
business or ganising exhibi- 
tions in the former Soviet 
Union. 

The cash call was made at 
473p; there are hopes the 
shares will start trading at 

62p. 

HE represents the market 
comeback of Laurie Lewis, 
founder of Blenheim, the 
exhibition business taken 
over by United News & 

Media. 

Middlesex, the metals group 
with extensive interests in the 
former Soviet Union, held at 
4.75p. Talks continue with 
Reo Gazprom, the oil giant, 
to buy a stake, initially 15 per 
cent, in the company. 

The bolding is likely to be 
eventually lifted to 25 per 
cent. Middlesex, run by 
Masoud Alikhani, is doe to 
announce profits in the next 
two months. They could 
emerge nt around £6m, down 
from £8m. 
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Why squeezing the rich helps poll 
ratings more than the Exchequer 



Conspicuous consumption: A tax on 'status goods’ could hit UK firms like.RoUs-Aoyce 



DIANE 

COYLE 


ON CLOSING 
UP TAX 
LOOPHOLES 


WEALTH is seriously out of 
fashion. The tide turned earlier 
this decade, partly in reaction to 
the conspicuous excesses of the 
late 1980s. The Nineties have 
been a decade of downshifting, 
saving not spending, pensions 
rather than Porsches. Two 
American economists proposed 
a couple of years ago, a special 
consumption tax on luxury items 
to pay for public services for the 
poor, arguing that wasteful 
expenditure ought to be 
discouraged by the tax system. 

And the Labour Party 
milked fat cats - to mix 
metaphors - for all they were 
worth in the run-up to last 
year’s election, profiting from 
general resentment about the 
extent to which the lucky few 
were pulling away from the 
rest. That accumulated resent- 
ment, along with a spot of em- 
barrassment over Geoffrey 
Robinson's finan cial arrange- 
ments, is the political fuel 
driving the Chancellor’s ex- 
pected crackdown on tax avoid- 
ance in next week's Budget. 

On the face of it, the rich 
present an irresistible target 
lake the argument about spend- 
ing on luxury goods like expen- 
sive cars and designer clothes. 
Ever since Thorstein Veblen 
first analysed the phenomenon 
of conspicuous consumption, it 
has been understood that some 
goods command a higher price 
because of their status rather 
than their intrinsic value. Rolex 


watches are not necessarily 
better at idling the time than Ear 
cheaper watches, and many 
would argue that they don’t 
even look any nicer. But they cer- 
tainly flaunt their owner’s wealth. 

The economist Paul King- 
man has recently pointed out 
that status goods like this rep- 
resent a market failure. The rea- 
son is that there is an externality 
involved in my purchase of a 
Rolls-Royce or a Rolex or, the 
latest hot fashion item, a pair of 
Gucci slingbacks. I reduce the 
value existing owners of these 
items derive from theirs by re- 
ducing the scarcity value. This 
is why status goods are either ex- 
tremely expensive, so that they 
can be rationed by price, or fall 
out of fashion very quickly, as 
the herd catches up with the 
trend-setters. A few, like Vhn 
Gogh paintings, are rationed by 
genuine scarcity but, in general, 
conspicuous consumption cre- 
ates a form of congestion. It is 
just like traffic congestion where 
every extra car on the roads 
makes the use of a earless valu- 
able and more expensive for 
those already driving. 

In other words, the rich 
engage in an arms race of con- 
spicuous consumption that eats 
up resources in a way that is not 
only frivolous but actually re- 
duces well-being for others. 
Professor Krugman suggests 
we might want to encourage the 
status-seekers to do something 
else, like give their money to 
charily or the arts, or even 
work less and spend more time 
with their family. Thxrng their 
conspicuous purchases heavily 
might be another way of 
discouraging their welfare- 
reducing activity. 

Another policy option, and 
the one on Gordon Brown's 
agenda, is making very sure the 
wealthy pay all the taxes they 
ought to anyway. Tax avoidance 
is perfectly legal, but most peo- 
ple who are not doing it think 
it shouldn't be allowed. Public 
fervour about “missing WKons" 
in tax revenue is easily whipped 
up. Some wQd estimates put the 
amount gone astray from the 
government’s coffers at as much 
as £100bn, when total tax rev- 
enues are just over £300bn. 


There is no shadow of a 
doubt that wealthy individuals 
and businesses alike go out of 
their way not to pay unnecessary 
tax. After all, the rich are dif- 
ferent; they have accountants. 
But the policy debate ought to 
recognise that lax avoidance is 
the other side of the coin of gov- 
ernment attempts to shape peo- 
ple’s behaviour. For every tax 
break eventually becomes a tax 
loophole. 1 They just seemed a 
reaDy good idea when they were 
introduced. 

All the big tax reliefs many 
of us enjoy fall into this category 
- mortgage interest relief, profit 
related pay, Peps and Tessas. To 
list them is to see how govern- 
ments end up seeing all these 
attempts to achieve desirable 
outcomes such as harder work 
or more saving as loopholes that 
are costing too much in forgone 
revenue and need plugging. 

The same is true of less ob- 
vious tax breaks too. When 
business expansion schemes 
could invest in property they be- 
came a hugely popular way for 
relatively well-off people to 
shelter some of their savings 
from tax. And consider the 
Chancellor’s introduction of 
superior allowances for Invest- 
ment in the film industry. For 
most rich people this is not an 
attractive tax ^eltexrbecause it 
involves a big risk of losing all 


the money if the film flops. But 
for a company which might 
think about investing in films 
anyway, and for which losses 
could prove useful to reduce its 
other tax liabilities, it is a 
dream tax break. As Fox 
Searchlight, a Rupert Murdoch 
company which funded The 
Full Monty, discovered, the film 
might even make a huge profit 
The rumoured increased al- 
lowances for investment in 
small high-technology firms 
will turn out to be the same kind 

of break. 

But does this mean such tax 
incentives are misguided? Not 
necessarily. A thriving economy 
does need thriving small and 
growing businesses in cutting- 
edge industries. It is an unfor- 
tunate but unavoidable fact that 
entrepreneurs are the kind of 
people who will devote much 
ingenuity to avoiding paying 
taxes they can legally avoid. 
After all, it is the desire to make 
money that makes them entre- 
preneurs in the first place. But 
this does not mean that we 
should cot want entrepreneurs. 
They are essential to the health 
of the economy. If the govern- 
ment thinks we want more in- 
vestment m certain sped^ 
a special tax break is a sensible 
way of erjcouragingiL After all, 
they can always be revoked later. 

Corporate avoidance of taxes 


is another matter because some 
companies do exploit both the 
difficulty for the revenue 
authorities of keeping track of 
internal transactions which cross 
national borders and the in- 
creasing competition between 
countries to attract investment. 
There has been a bit of a race 
downwards in corporation tax 
rates over the past decade or so 
-good if ft boosts investment in 
total, but not so good if it sim- 
ply deprives one country of in- 
vestment and relocates it in 
another. This is a problem that 
member governments of the 
OECD are trying to tackle 
collectively. 

As for a ronsumption tax on 
status goods, this would have an 
economic downside. It would 
reduce sales of luxury goods, 
some of which are made in 
Britain - Rolls-Royce cars, 
Vivienne Westwood dresses. 
Mulberry bags. Given that the 
economic harm from con- 
spicuous consumption affects 
only the wealthy, a cost-benefit 
analysis might show the envy- 
adjusted national interest, 
giving a higher weight to the 
masses tharr to fat cats and 
other rich people, would be 
maximised by simply letting 
those who want to chase status 
get oa with it - as lopg as they 
pay their fairdiare of the-other 
taxes. 


PEOPLE & 
BUSINESS 


JOHN 

WILLCOCK 



CHURCH’S Shoes, the Northampton-based 
cobbler to those who can nearly afford hand- 
made shoes but not quite, is celebrating its 
125 lh anniversary. 

And what better way to celebrate than 
produce some new shoes? Church’s is bringing 
out three classic brogues, named after the 
three fo unding Church brothers — William, 
Alfred and Thomas. 

The shoes will be produced in a limited run 
of 3,000 in total, and made out of “only the 
finest selected skins”. They’ll even be num- 
bered and have their own cleaning kits. 

Over 2,000 of the birthday pairs have been 
sold, pretty impressive considering they cost 
a toe-curling £395 a shot 

The company is still chaired by one of the 
founding family, John Church, who is a great 
great grandson of one of the trio. 

And just to show it is still a go-ahead con- 
cern, Chinch's has just sold 8,000 pairs of smart 
brown boat shoes to the Royal Navy, to replace 
the sailors’ traditional ocean-going black 
plimsolls. 

EIXICyiTBERNERD, boss of Chelsfield and 
doyen of property developers, has got a new 
role, chairman of the South Bank Centre, Lon- 
don's premier arts complex. 

Mr Bemerd, the wheeler-dealer with a 
huge house in London's posh Eaton Square, 
go the job this week when Sir Brian Corby 
resigned over the Arts Council’s scrapping of 
a £75m grant for the South Bank. 

The grant was needed for a huge refur- 
bishment of the complex, which indudes the 
Royal Festival Hall and the National Theatre. 

The scheme featured a vast glass roof designed 

by Sir Richard Rogers. 

Mr Bemerd usually spends his time cook- 
ing up property schemes like the office and 
bold complex in Paddington which will exploit 
the new, fast rail link to Heathrow Airport 

Whether he can handle the luwies of the 
South Bank is another matter. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Ian Hay Davison, 
who fa as won the accountant’s top accolade ~ 
the 1998 Founding Sextette* Centenary Award. 


Not that Mr Hay Davison fa the Wwl of 

Sd-stf London ta chief «•» 
Sfc has also acted ns a DTI Mj into 
dtcSronchousc companies and headed two 
Price Commission investigations. 
^M^Xdaythat 
es into new ownership, lei s remunbir that 
ft was Mr Hay Davison who, :is the former 
head of Newspaper Publishing, the paper’s 
Sr did^Tueh to engineer the previous 
Ship deal with the Mirror Group. ^ 
Indeed, if you were to spend much ume 

Asssssffsssss. 

od Ttoiwl and had dowered pomoHlm 10 
booL But that would be churlish. 

There is one job that has eluded Mr Huy 
Davison so far, lhat of chief executive uf the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants, the bot£ 

that gave him this weeks »«***■» 
Colqubouu has stood down, and the post c 
being re-designated secretary general 

b _ _ . . _ r-v d... lonnhc :il mV 



he says. He adds tnai ms v«sw. — * — ICA 
are well known, that the president s powers 
should be beefed up so that he. not the sec- 
retariat. actually runs the P&ee. 

As one former president of the ICA on».e 
put it; "About the only thing the president 
deddes at the Institute is what goes on the 
menus." 

YESTERDAY was National No Smoking 
Day, which didn’t put the Fair Cigarette Thx 
Campaign off from claiming that “tax rises on 
tobacco hit the poor harder than the rich . 

The Rut Cigarette Tax Campaign fa funded 
by the Tobacco Manufacturers' Association. 
The campaign’s claim causes me great con- 
cern. Is Eddie George, a famous puffer of 
multiple packets of fags per day, secretly 
■groaning under the weight of tobacco taxes ! 
And how about poor old Ken Clarke, Prince 
of the PanateUas? 

Lord Cairns, chairman of BAT fa another 
unrepentant smoker, not to mention mast of 
the directors of Imperial Tobacco. Victor Rice, 
chief executive officer of Lucas Varity, is 
another unreconstructed puffer who is obvi- 
ously only one step a way from the bailiffs 
because of his nicotine addiction. 

CSFB’s tactic of putting “golden handcuffs" 
on key BZW staff when ft bought the equi- 
ties and corporate finance divisions of the 
Barclays' investment bank subsidiary is hav- 
ing an impact. 

Co mmerzb ank has just poached Marik 
Khan, an old BZW han d, from CSFB to be 
its first Global Head of Equity Capital Mar- 
kets. Right at the end of the press an- 
nouncement Commerzbank notes: 'As one of 
BZWs key employees. Mark Ehan is expected 
to be kept out of the market for several months 
before being able to join Commerzbank." 

. Nevermind. I’m sure Mr Ebon has plenty 
of gardening to catch up on. 
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Racing 


A PLUNGE on Imperial Cud 
outsider Ruhhahunish caus* 
his odds to tumble from 50-1 to 
yesterday. 

But doubts were raised last 
night over whether the seven- 
year-old wil] even line up at 
bandown on Saturday. 

Ruhhahunish was trained 
on the Flat by Peter Chapple- 
Hyam. He later finished third 
g V” 6 W <** Champion 
Hurdle but more recently has 
been at the stables of James 
Bennett. The gelding has since 
switched to another small yard, 
that of Martin Bosley, after fin- 
ishing unplaced in two outings 
this jump season. 

Ladbrokes also reported a 
big gamble on the horse, from 
40-1 to 8-1. But the Bosley sta- 
ble said they were mystified. 
Sara Bosley, the trainer’s wife, 
said; “Td love to know who's 
been backing him. 

“We don’t gamble and Mar- 
tin has been invited over to 
France today to play golf and 
knows nothing about it And 


ish gamble is Imperial riddle 


Rubhahunish is not 100 per cent 
certain to run. We've got one 
horse in the yard a little off- 
colour and we win have to wait 
and see the results of a scope 
and a blood-test. 

“He has been working very 
well and we were very lucky to 
get him. He has got ability but 
he has run two stinking races 
and I don't know how anyone 
seeing those can think that they 
are being clever by ba eking 
him," she added 

Rubhahunish is 61b out of 
the handicap for the for the 
£30,G00-added Imperial Cup 
and will only reach the handi- 
cap proper if top-weights 
Cadougold and Star Rage are 
not declared tomorrow. 

Also available at 8-1 with 
Ladbrokes for Saturday's race 


is Alabang, confirmed a runner 
yesterday. 

■ The seven-year-old will be 
attempting to end a frustrating 
run of placed efforts. After a 
promis in g second at Wetherby 
tbeJuEe f^mutrfw - trsTneri geld- 
ing looked a likely future win- 
ner but in his two subsequent 
starts at Saadonn and Eempton 
be failed to go through with his 
effort. ‘ 

“Well, he runs at San dawn 
bat 1 don’t know how he should 
be ridden,” the trainer’s father 
Maurice Camacho said. “He 
just comes there cantering but 
doesn’t find anything off the bri- 
dle." 

Graham Bradley rode Ala- 
bang in the Lanzarote Handi- 
cap Hurdle at Kemp ton last 
time when, after appearing to 


have the race sewn up, the 
combination failed to get to 
Shahrur on the run-in and were 
beaten four lengths. 

“Graham rides turn again on 
Saturday and TO have to have 
a word with him as to how to 
ride the horse,” Camacho said. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Champagne Friend 
(Towcester 3.40) - 
N& Steeple Jack 
(Towcester 4. 10) 

“Brad seems to think we are rid- 
ing him properly but Z don’t 
know, maybe be needs to be in 
front sooner." • 

If successful on Saturday 
Alabang may go for the £50,000 
bonus put op by Sunderiands 
bookmaking firm for the horse 


who wins the Imperial Cup 
and follows up in any race at 
next week’s Cheltenham Festi- 
val 

“We would have to go for it 
although I would have consid- 
erable reservations about run- 
ning a horse like Alabang too 
quick," he added. “His mam 
aims after Saturday are Aintree 
and the Swinton [at Haydock cn 
2 May].” 

In the ante-post market for 
the Cheltenham Festival, Space 
Trucker was the focus of atten- 
tion yesterday. Coral reported 
laying Space Thicker to lose 
“more than £70,000” in the 
Arkle Ttopby (Novice) Chase 
and cat the Irish-trained horse’s 
price from 16-1 to 12-1. 

Space Thicker has foiled to 
jump fences with ary great flu- 


ency but warmed up for Tues- 
day’s race with & work-out at the 
Curragh yesterday under big- 
race jockey Norman 
Williamson. 

Jessica Harrington, the geld- 
ing’s trainer, was pleased with- 
the schooling session and hopes 
the ground will not be too soft 
at Cheltenham. "Space Truck- 
er jumped very well," she said. 

little drier ground would be 
a help but at least it’s the first 

race on the chase course and we 

should have the best of the 
ground." 

A year ago Space Thicker 
was third in the Champion 
Hurdle but is unraced since oc- 
cupying the same place Dard- 
jmi on soft going at 
Leopardstown last December. 

There were no moves in the 


Savill steps into Lord Wakeham’s shoes as member of Tote Board 


PETER SAVILL was yesterday 
appointed by Home Secretary 
Jack Straw to serve as the 
British Horseradng Board’s 
nominee on the Horserace Tb- 
talisator Board. 


He takes up his two-year ap- 
pointment on 1 April and, as a 
member of the Board, will re- 
ceive a salary of £8^78 a year 
for one to two days’ work a 
month. 


Savill, 50, who is a well- 
known owner, is the president 
of the Racehorse Owners’ As- 
sociation and a director of the 
BHB. 

The Tbte Board has a chair- 


man and seven members. Five 
are part-time non-executive 
members, the other two are ex- 
ecutive members. 

The chairman and all the 

members of the Board are ap- 


pointed by the Home Secre- 
tary. Savill takes over from 
Lord \5hkeham who recently re- 
signed from the BHB after be- 
ing unable to agree with its 
future strategy. 


Cheltenham Gold Cup betting 

de s pite outsider Strong Promise 

working in plearing fashion at 
Newmarket yesterday. 

Chris Kinane, assistant to 
trainer Geoff Hubbard, said: “I 
rode b™ in a gallop with one 
of our other horses over nine 
furlongs on what was surpris- 
ingly good ground and he 
worked very well So, God will- 
ing, it’s all systems go for Chel- 
tenham now." 

Following an encouraging 
reappearance when a five- 
length second to One Man in 
Ascot's Comet Chase last 
month Strong Promise was 
beaten by Go Ballistic when 
odds-on at Win canton two 
weeks later. 

Norman Williamson felt that 
the seven-year-old was not fit 
enough at Wincanton but it is 
more likely that Strong Promise 
did not stay the trip of three 
miles and one furlong. If the lat- 
ter is true, his stamina will cer- 
tainly expire in the Gold Cup. 

The Grey Monk, a more > 
credible Gold Cup contender, 
wlD a racecourse gallop be- j 
tween races at Ayr today. ! 


Jet lag proves 
an advantage 
for McManus 


1 Results S 

F : — ? : 

BANGOR 

1.50: 1. KADOU NOMANTAIS (.1 A Ur. 

|| Wincanton | 


Carthy) 4-7 tar. 2. Grand Gousiar 14-1 ; 3. 
Beaty Non 8-1 11 ran.27|rk (OSTmiaxl 
Upper LanOoumV Tola; SM60; tvn. E2.T1 
C13Q DF: cm CSF: £838 Tno: £1110. 

2.20: 1. AGHAWADDA GOLD (G 
today) 14 1»r, Z ThmaR 9-1 : 3. Damien's 
Owfce 3-1 9 ran. dst n (T fata fadcssto) 
TWk £130; cm Clift ElSO DF: EUO CSF: 
£5.13 THo: £150. Wt Adventure Prrwm 
2-50: 1. CENTAUH EXPRESS (T Bey) 
7-2; 2. Avantl Express B-13 for, 3. Slss- 
Ing hurst Flyer Tt-l 6 ran. ShHxL dot. (A 
Streeter, UttoMoter) Tote: £490; £2A0, CtVt 
DF: earn CSF: SS70. 

220: 1. HOOOWMKER (C UBWtiyn) 8-1 ; 

2. Just Ona Question K)-l; & Mot Leader 
7-2. 10 ran. 11-4 lav Seymcirewift (piled 
upl & & (W Junta, Bridgnorth) Tbte: EltflO; 
cua caoa evm df: oaaa csf: C7&2Q 
THcast C303 l 2Q. Tea ES7B0L 

150:1. PARSONS BOY (A DattSi) 14-1; 
i 2. Do Rightly XKl; 3. Foxtrot Raoso 4-1 
f 6 ran. 8-ntav Wishing Wtism(fel) 2^10. 
lG RfchardA GrayBtaks) Ifo £1020; £220 
E42Q DF: £2840 CSF: CR2K 

A20: 1. HR BUSKER (Mr C J B Bartow) 
evens tar, 2. Highway Ftve 5-1 ; 1 Finch's 
Gam 4-1 s ran. ’A. aht hd. (P Morris Tbte: 
EtBO: EI3CL ClBQ DF: ES0Q CSF: £*Bl 
150:1. PALLADIUM BOY (APMoCoy) 
7-S far, l Murray’s MPfcn 5-1; l&haslli 
12-1 17 ran. a ’A. (M Pip* WNfogton)fala: 
£490: CLIO £17tX £200. £1flU DF: £235a 
CS=: E20K TMcast EW106 Mfc BWant Out- 
burst 

Ptncapot £6850. Ouadpot £3440. 

Place 6: fieaia. Ptsoa 5: £5704. 

CATTERICK 

2D0: 1. FASSAN (R Genitty) 54 for; 2. 
Honeyschoice *1; 1 Rush 4-v 21 ran. 
ft hd. (M HBimjnl Mddehstia ads: £2fi0; 
£15U K5Q CtflO. DF: £21401 CSFi E2&3& 
i Tho: £7240. . _ . 

1 130: 1. NICOLA'S PRINCESS (R Mo 

Groth) 7-1: 1 FMtorby UtdyS* 3. Count 
at Pandora 5-1 13 ran. 7-2 tor Sq^re DeeL 
tt hd. (H Atari* Co Outran) Tbtac EB90; 
E34U £170. £250. DF: £2490. CSF; C3W 
Trio: £6110 Msrabsts WM nxrei . 

100: 1. HARFDECEMT (P Mvsn) 7-1 2 
Stags FrtflM 14-1; 1 Gypsy Raoa 7-1 10 
ran. h -10 for CutM Hops (MQ. 8 A (Ms 
M Rmsfot SatortU lMK C3B0; £UU £280 
£270 DF: £H2Q CSF: £4441 THo: £3850 
NR: Tweedswood. 

230: 1, CRABBIE’S PRIDE (Richard 
Guest) 7-4 tar; 2 Up R in TM: 2 Vfocsr 
Font 33-t IS ran. a 3'/r (Ms S Sfttttv Bh- 
fltey) TotK £250; £130 C2BQ G6Jtt DR 
£1540 CSF; £2Sa Tbced: £5«36, Tta Not 
won. 

4.00: 1. HILTONSTOWN LASS (M R 
Waltord) KM; 2 DsnsgaU 7-2; 2 Royal 
Banker «-l 9 ran. 10-TI tar Moving Out 
(puled up) H 14. (T Watford. Sherrrtf Mil- 
ton) Tta£tt«;£l4aC2ro£1.TODF: C17SG 
CSF: £4703 Tno: £6060 Mfc todto Rock. 

430: 1. CAUERNOY (J Burks) 3-1: 2 
Flat ■ftp KM; 2 Apache Raider 9-1 11 ran. 
n- tttm Lord Fortune (uraseted ndefl. DtsL 

1 V.. p Lanfti Seehousea). Ifate: £320; £220, 

1 £2.70 £150 DP. £2650 CSF: £3367. Tlfc- 

aa. C239BB Tno: £5230. NR: Absokite Fol- 
ly, Gaia Force 

200:1. TWENTY WINKS (LWyer)S-i; 
2. Inch Why 5-1; 2 CastlaMR tor 14-1 8 
ran. 2-1 fw Headmssfor (4ft)- TVs "2. (J 
Qum Mahon). IbtK £570; Cltt £130 
£240 DF: £2050 CSF: EV9& Trio: E8U0 
NRs. Galway. Ktaeggan 
Jackpot: D469030 (part woa pool of 
E020TTD to Wncamon today) 

Placepoc Cffi40 Qurtppt £»SX 
Place 6. £20340 Pfoee 2 £14931 
SOUTHWELL 
1.40: 1- BUSTOPHER JONES (C 
Loryther) &-i ; 1 Aldwych ArrowJI-2; 2 Pro- 
taras Bay O-t 12 ran. 7-4tawkftcn Vh- 

DF^062Q CSF: £5745 Tncast CWTDlTHo: 

2 L»StKnirftl8-i:3.Batty*JB»igd5M 

12 ran. M^s^)^ft ^ara 
cun CIBO £1170 
Thcasr £86237 Tro: £27750 
(Ml was 

ftAi 4 appBtt to hoard prfcss o«F a««> 
bon lOp oi the pound _ - 

2.40: 1. FILIAL tK Fa ten) 7 ’ z ; _ 2 : 
Onaapai i-2t^2PrixdeClenT|ooitfrT 

non DF: £170. CSF. £5« w- wwaia 

“wfi. krystalm« 

Marti *-1:2 Dhrtns Mfoe rg- l.l Bt ^red 
7.2 fav. 14 ran. i 1 tt D Barren) TWs: 
£980: £400 £W» 

<VU3H liicsst.' C36427 Tho. £34730 1« ft- 

Si4 * s ^ T S^S a %22 

Ctaa DF nCGtfO CSF: C02.« recasc 

**: 2. Ron Udgw M 

favour «-l 11 

Wa: ttW. Kr* n* £36° DF £S* cs-. 

£1MB Tire £13570 i 

4A0C 1. SHFS AGO* IJ 
KuatDRV KB Kit* a-2. 3. MdP 

7-r Jt fW MM ^^ranraiODR 
MK«rayl 1MK P »W £°S SvCTQ 

3.10: 1. SOflWOAR 
BSM OB HM 

P1«.» CtWJ PW. 5 
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RAQNG SERVICES 

0891 261 + 



HYPERION 

2^0 Sol Music 420 CMstn 

2- 50 Bongers Moor 450 Palaca Parade 

3- 20 MILLCROFT RIVIERA (nap) &20 tenus 

3^0 Alka International . ' • . , • 

GOING: Good 

aR^ht-hand. galopkig couraa ffor-ki at 200yds. 

aCause is fE uf town on B3081 ThniplBComba stsfian (service tram London, WMsioa) 
4m ADMSSION: ktarabera SO (JUrfar Members, 17»>22 years. £B5Q; '&tfcrsafe £9; 
Coins (end cere to course) £4. (UndeMBs tree (nto el endrausa) GAR PARK: Rea 
•LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 37-BO (»L7%) P MchoOs 30-143 (Z1K) J GWord 15-72 
(203%) Mrs J Ptmen 14-63 pB2») ft After 14-f» (02%) P Hobbe M-tn (123%) 
•LEADING JOCKEYSE R Dnwoody 26-04 ^1 K) A P McCoy 20-V6 (»K) C Mauds 
T1-78 (U5%) G Bradfoy MB (23.1%) R Fanwit fr6l (ttJiy, A Magtdra 8-57 (14%) 
•FAVOUWTES: 171-442 087*) 

BUNKBtED RHSTTBIE: AavssMtse (450) ■ - 

|o on I SEAVWGTON MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS F)(Dfvl) S2J000 
I I added 2m Penalty Value C1JOO 

1 4 B8tUNBUIE(5t))(k1jdBini0VDMptxLTNBl)CBRxfo5115 GBrafoy 

2 064U6 JKXfiqpifohmqj'ackSltS SMcfWI 

3 FM>PC6 HLE8TONE(21){Rtt<«NA«ta6115_ _MGrtBNl(7) 

4 lUXEDOPOflON (Ft66) (CFC Jstocn) CJlckiai5T1 9 BPouil 

5 MUHASSU.(F14Q(RWMfo^KMagan5T1G ASSatti 

6 . P HKNAICSNS , H0yp^(JBmfflBfoiah8B)CEaartn6Tl 6_ Altapfoe 

7 4 PROSPECTOR'S COVE (m(Basca n Raarg)JF8SPB 5 11 5 RDwmoocty 

8 550*5 80LMU8ttpq(n»06PftnasattytJwqg , ng — APMeCoy 

9 TM g WBgp^g a^ 1fofo(M)MtlMit»0B5115 W Merton 

tl 5W COUFSrp6)PWkachaQCMIcrMl71tO : — 6 Upton 

a ME8HU«iaL(Mqph>EMVe«fox9»toEEnBfoxt8l10 DMSfp) 

* S0LDB7S SONG (F51^ (Ms P R Stoder) R hbdgmS tl 0 JHsifc(7) 

fl 000 TWZMErrEpqpMgmsIPWhuimieilO PHsdsyp) 

14 ?* MAJANY («0 (Jrhn WSe and Ffotanj M Chamon 4 OBjraa 

B 0 K*flL(USA)(ra)(MRPsra£JBrtao»4t>Tl H BMcfotar (7) 

« F NBM(ffl){11typ*»6nsylPHot*B4*-B Q'toney 

V 3 SPY KNOLL {M) (1J KDsc^bJ PHsdjar 4 1171 —Blfefoa 

« 90 TaEnKUSCTfMajtylUCtN«*))CBmM4«6 B take 

• (9 “ 

BETTlta: 3-1 SMMrefo 10030 BwfaBk*. 6-1 8py Kara, 7-1 Alafo* 8-1 KsiAIO-IPuupre- 
toTs Cere. Tkw PraficL 14-1 MuhaMfl, Mtasd OpMoa, 16-1 Jrefc, KML 20-1 Mofoks Nepties; 
1nMu*« Titm.11 1 nlhin 

W7:WMaft5n5RJot»BOo2-1|lto*f)l*hofo»917rao...- ---..ri.r.vrr. ^.v I 

FORM GUIDE 1 

BOtON BLLE, etair staying hanrScepper or the Bel far BlWsttA marie a phasing de- - 
but ewar hurdas as Hcnlngdon hi January: MNng forth ol 13 to Dswn Lsadw. and he 
ahcsJd knpmra auMctenty to vdn fth. He may went a longer trip h flma Sol Mi^e has 
eMo stuped as ftnutfr he might »nrerkanebhfurtheOeMttnB when ffthofie to Be- 
nakrn over ooursa and cManoe (Jack *ft* lenuths tack In shth) He had run wel be- 
hind Dawn Peasant * Qatar and Lord Jhn at CbapMow befcra that and being back on 
an aaxfo airtaoa wN haty Mm Spy KnoB. a 3QpD0gna p uchai a f i an M c h aal Sfcxjfo 
ahowsd soma pnanlN on Mb hurdMg dabut whan third to KftgKfown Dte it Fbntwal In 
early DaoanftK A Ctiaalarwfeaiar on tfo foal Mart for Stcuta, ha Mioidd scare mar tu^ 
des before fong. Abafany was atso t«eM on the net Ml dd betfor than on Ne taadfog 
debut what forth to PapuafoWfocfoor foatBme. Pruapadorfo Cow dd not dapaba^ 
ty on Ns fatfdea debut 'nhen fourth to Tissue OtLiee BtPturaptan but a iTottrrx^yi1t*ii- 

plgad FtenButraflkreshtoaornaHiiigtofod win Sol Male. EafranchltekwMlated 
ott whan tafog at the last The Rendi Furart ChaBaftan race on his Isxdfog bow ft 
Nowfoerand wfl appreetaa the dap In das&Tbne Project has shown afaBty both starts 
over tfobar and can wforaeaa. selection: BEFLtJ BLLE 

| 0 c 0 | BROADSTONE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 
|^»OU| 2m 5f Penalty Value £3^69 

1 «21 BBMStSI«0R(«q(CD)pB'B*ndw^PM1sfo7nB-_ MrJTterexJR 

2 262-U3 BIWUiesm«p«^(fottcO^MaHIWtf4ai12 OedXM 

3 ty STR4TUS (781) (DadraUcrtr® Sysrems} R AharBTi 2 SPreal 

4 SOP 10PPBBUDp4)(foaRESkxiaiJMcCcnnodi»9tt2 8WUI 

5 -1PSB VTTAtMN p7) (C? (lertftd NS ffoKfoXankm Vferar$ Ms J f%r*n 9 11 2 — Dlsafo 

6 tm SPRING m5S (13) P J M RjWQ B^«4 8 1) tl WMnfco 

BETTMG: 4* Bangvs Mom 7-2 VRma, 1M Sprti* «Ma. 14-1 SMs, 9M fonwrtto 
W: Fii Of Bounce 6 11 1 T Oeseonfoe (» 33-1 (R Hodge^ * wn 

FORM GUIDE 

Wfor good seconds to Wee Wnu end Qrfor Melts ei Sendcwm wWng potrfor BENQERS 

MOOR fostWed odcfe-cn status over course and dBftncA beatfog the teodertyddden Jnv 
myS Owe 22 lengths. AWiough he contlnualy went to his Wt he jumped ewDenou^i 
andthwicoiid be Hie OeoarretectoTaoekiet t* rnain rivet*, who are mnkftg their chae- 
tifl cfohuta. The dear pick of Bangers Mocrts opponents ria VBwan, ^folded a W»- 
reek nowcetf randfcap hurdle by a neck tram Line OT OonvaMi n Decsnfoec fte pee 

a dstanoe deer. He has twice been wel beehei sncB cxd has atuftaa werfenoea 


Sght^woU SMua stowed some abBy on Ns stogie previous ran owrhurdn at New- 
bury ewer two yean agn but bumpar wfaner Spring ll ebs, who flntshed nxnenup to 
Cotory TbnyJn ki the tfoyfog handcap hurda on Ms card laK yarn makes more ap- 
ped. he cm strip fittar for Nt recant ChepNmvnn belfod Bufona Bay: 

Sataetfoic BENQB1S MOOR 

| 7 f on | ‘WINCANTON LOGISTICS’ HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
|o.«g||| ebjoo added 2m 5f Penalty Value £5,638 

1 P2P65 DSWYNUTpT) (D) Jirt iCoPawarKXjrjU^ Pffchds9C0_Jlr JTtzzndS 

2 -BMP GAflKWN (4Q (0) (Honear Hsst-Treaknert) N Hnknon BUB NARqwfof 

8 FS333 LMlQNR0CXSmm0F)(nieHanUBfoedan4PMdr3ieil4_ltlks«eao4 

4 V425U MBTBt ORUH (7N (D) (ttalcotn Bfohda) M WAdnson 9 3 3 WMKdBn 

5 0-1101 mjCB0FrtftCB*(13)(D) (JotrCXrtB)RAIncr7D4 ATbomkw • 

6 WSI- COUKTmBALANrap53MIDBwMDmtoi4JUcCDinifoTIB2 SHdM 

■6dKknd a 

BETTORS: 45 WHaoS (Mat, 74 Untoe ffocfo B-1 Gsnh, 8-1 HWa Draw, 1M Cowfobd- 


W. Bow B BdruOl 9 B 0 G tofoy Bfl (Ms 8 Nod) 9 rai 
. FORM GtflDE 

Mfl. I CROFT RIVERA may not hew had much to bed when switched to a handcap 
rha a n at Hampton Nat tima. but he Impre s sed ti baatti gChemenforame by a very eaiy 
14 lenuftsa«LrajBBd6foarxrwfo Just tW4fc to can* wi be dtffoit to treat Const- 
ant Union Rocka Is the Bwlyctangar end hod no eaty chance at the weights when tavouto 
and a wal-baalsn tNrd to Jbber Tha Kbbar in a course and datanca oondtkxw chan 
last tana He had previously rwi wel In thW to Speaker Wtalherl h Doncaaterfe Great 
IbrkshireQwBAWtiera Dm nwfoaaaprdiil tax LWon Rocks tWahadalorifl way in front 
of Mister Drum when lusierup to Oafis Rsgeta at Sandown In December aid goes ott 
a 2t> lower mark. Gernwfo. who nofched a fouMImar In novics cornpany last season, had 
run modi bettor behind Pottefb Gala at Doncaster before hfo poor effort there last time 
and the rattan to a dnrfor tfo diodd hefo Ctarrynat, aMtatamM to Union Rodfo naedb 
to anprnvn Ha fonpha whto ConNariretanca hea not run since Hortng by a wide mar- 
ghat Southwel bat March. Sdredten: I1CH0FT RMBtA 

|q c ft | TOMMY WALUS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 
JJU I added 2m Penalty Value £3^74 

1 -B20 DBCS (19) (CJ3) (T ChBppet T Cury, D Ntrtfo) P Mchds B 11 10 LCunnfoi(5) 

2 IP-10 HMJONA(«5(D)(teZSart)CUortak8119 Dflile^ir 

3 (83204 HARBETHOUSE0FR)(22)ffl(CAhWtxxinJROa*en5118 APretMr 

4 15531 MBHT DANCE (2q (Herecant Untcal Offices Assocefcn] KMorgni 6 1) 9 A5Sri!h 

5 T22M0 SECRET SQN1CE (O) (t^ (The Hdb to The Vdt Gangl C Bared 6 10 13 BFfofoc 

6 -32S5 ALKAftTERMAI1ON*L(*0)(D}{PBdTb«Htey) MiPfoeTSteyBIDB XAbpun(3) 

7 55642 FSnuRNO(4B)(CI^p|IFfch)PRd]ttB5 HGMDIhap) 

-rdseforad- 

BEnwa M Onre, 5-1 Mka totarmdoad, 7-2 Hdona, 1M foghl Denre, 7-1 Famfoo, 5-1 Hre- 
btfjtooift, ti-1 Sflcnt Sirrict ' * . . • 

J9BC NvftmStaightBII 6 APMsCoy tl-Bfor(U PW4 tai 
FORM GtHDE 

HALONA. auccoesM on her fort two darts thh season at Wlkdre; makfog aL again at- 
tempted tanNuontag tactic* re Chetanham but fotxid M Percy and UOpera a neck and 
ftree langftetto good. Thai was alO a good effort and the mare fa worth another chance 
oN Die same mark. Dinaa codd foiah only a 2Dfongft ftim (eewad) to GutBax fo a Chep- 
stow novica hurdta afor lis course and dstanca handcapwfo horn H^i to The Ckxrda 
He also won a novics hude hare to November aid has Mary chance to record a third 
oouree and dsMnce win. Alta Mamsttanal la *b htfiar than whan accrfog aady h a 
fotewumar Htydock race on soft grouxl He want on to nai wal ^akwt bvtarm Manfono 
at Tfoaiton and waa not dagracad to fifth ta Qu tto ridge at Chetlanhem last foie, ao an- 
othergood ahow is Bady. Secret Service has yet to dfoe for hfo preeent kainsr but is 
down to a good mertt Mott Dence Is My to tehe on Haiona ua> front attar Improving 
to bed Down The Ytod at Mortal Ftosan Nat time Softer ground would haty (forbat Horn, 
whlo ttfo ie a dgnMcent atap tp ki cfoee tor FOmifbio after Me aecond at 20 to African 
SmatLudoiK Satactlon: HALONA 

| A O ft l DICK WOODHOUSE HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £2,000 
added 3m If 110yds Penalty Value £1,480 

1 2TO- NODRMU WONDER G9B) (DAMtor^ RBews 11 H7 KrRBeda{7) 

2 WP2 S0I6-T0Y (P2Q (John Seym) J Scfos 2B7. UreLBKMtad(7) 

3 322-11 C«SM(P2S pRV#ttw)L«*r7BC Ik JO Moore (7) 

4 UP-RI 0nBKWBt(P5)(0J Cartr) OOartarO GO Ur A Honeytad (I) 

5 B3S3- yOUMBRAra(ftq(DMd>bung)UaAfoifigD!aO UrHGlBfor(7) 

-Sdadand- 

ETnNS: 4-5 Nodora Wander 3-1 Ctaa, 5-1 Sorae-Tby, 8-1 VtKtqg Brava, 33-1 OltarlliMr 
‘ RB7. fining CqMG 12 OlfeLJdbnS (1)6-1 (MIHcfoylBran 
FORMQUDR 

Once a usefti htader, NOOFORM WONDER took foie to gat going ai paeiHo-pakaa 
last seaaon but wotaid ip wimfog tetr fom on the trot, namely two pobDi and two hwiter 
chases at Bengal He knpr eased making most tar thoee lest two whs end should be able 
to kaap up the good node if reasonably straight far this mom. CNm fas a fitness ad- 
vartsge cw Nodtare Vfandar after two polnMo-pcfot successes ihis season, but the 
eerier ground is not realy in hto favour end he tends to find Ittle In front The TZ-year-okts 
Some-lby aid \bung Brave could make a race of it wBh Modform Yltander at thek best, 
but they seem on the downpsds now. Setectkm: NOOFORM W0M3ER 


I T cn 'l SPARKFORD HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2^00 
**■^1 added 2m Bf Penalty value £2248 

1 445323 DRAAN (29) (MsPB&oens|MPIpe5120 APHcCoyS 

2 1-345 fEW LEAF (1^ (UaDJHjed DfonddfoBl1 13 RDoiaoady 

a mysd nnni — jlswwb 

4 -ZPfl WAUBra DESTINY (to(CO)(CWkkhdQCl60id 6 11 4 SHdM 

5 604SI4 PONTEVBXU(m^P^(fosPALBuda)KlfogBn5Tr3 ASSnttB 

6 -€F55D PERSUN SWORD PR (Ftxri Ffom IfofojjDNdntan 12 111 DODitacdl(7) 

7 243P1 MLACEMRADE(USA)(C9(D)$5feM'foof(Jd) AHotbsSIl 1 AThomtaD 

8 04660 HAIBfTOOH (USA) (1^ FiedCcdcnJ tksAfforsnS n 1 CMaudaB 

9 -405PQ RAIBUNBSAUfcq(QJJnre)GBd*gGBg Jftoet 

BHJR4P WMAHAM)(54{BJURMBRyBlBe6 TDasccnbe 

. 11 MSR LANCSt(USA)(F3^(JaftFtoc^JfteicefiB5 AUaguke 

, T? SOU® BRUSH WITH FA1E(3^(J&BGS±e& S ans Ltd Prtcbbs 8 D4 GTbnnejr 

-a moo VBCtXJNTTUUyp)P)tCFCJretecrtCJad<acnO«3_ MnSJbdson 

14 5822D COajRaWTAHTfFH) (42) (B P JaneaJ RBatorB 02 PHofoy 

B 31 PltP NORMANS CONUMC8) (71) (BcnerealVIMBLhhB 148 Kr048 til W Heston 

« 605 MJBYTWDSKDB(tS)(krfofod4 BRMien5D0 DSMUrffl 

V MW LBAHAtE OATS (T7) (A Barm) A Barow B B 0 LOawdrep) 

« 40PR) H3imGBiER06rTYp1}9k>JHJB>e4CMedn7VO MRfcfork I 

• -650PO AAMASAKSA(Ffl)(7)(NMcrBfiBDdwtyffe1nentw|ANBiwatTte51)0JLjiiranceB 
20 2A-P0 Nd ENUtlO) {SLMkhag N IfohdB f>0 Q Upton 

-20dectarad- 

MhfownMgrkf<foSwMcraiw^linfmaBtt9e7l(MstorGMaostyae6AAMHt- 

nSst&b,tmarSnuBsL 

BETTVIG: 7-2 WdareDofoK 4-1 NewUd. 6-1 Wsce Rvark. 152 DWren, 10-1 Ruby IboSboee, 
Pootovada, 12-1 I todhto oh , 14-1 Vtocrefo T1% 15-1 Defor Btonc, Redflw San, 20-1 Crwor 
BaRtoA Bneh Wfo Rene, fok 25-1 Paratei Swonl, Aawnaksa, 551 oftars 
•97: Cotney foqun 5 9 11 T Dtaconba B-1 (R Hfogap) 20 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

RUBY TOO SHOES has doped as though there is better to come an her last two starts, 
Mailing sorarth at « to Motoum at Leicester and then fifth of t) to Swipty And Demand 
at LcigAskL She was not given a hard tone on etfter occasion The stop 131 to two and 
three-quarter rules ahoiAd suit Rod H M ma rtb mere and she mokee acme appeal having 
oot into her Ural handcap with JuttlOM. P ala ce Peradenxt rice off a BtoW^ier mark 
hevfog botoan Cambo by a cornfockig aeren lengths hi a Wlnttoar sating handcap tor 
Ifo tat success; but fta runec-up booetod the form whan going one bettor BUburcee- 
tor neod Dma. beating Dfoeae nine lengths, with Vteoount Tldty two end a hefl lengths 
belaid in fted. Dhaan has owe been beaten only about a length in thid to Peefoga to 
Ascot (stabtomale Dmisr Bfonewai bahta) and can again go cioee daepito top wetohL 
tHUfafe Destiny had Ranfating Sam and Coeur Btolant wel behaid when scortog over 
coina and detance h January and foamwd up off an 8b higwr mark at LingliekL beat- 
tag North End Lady etc lengths, He is 6b higher agaii but must be feared in ha current 
form P o nto ved ra is rurasngw— enough to be tandvedta the firsthand a longer hfowB 
help New Leaf, a onepacsd fifth of « to Green Cmsader at Haydock (2m ^ last tkne 
onHsmtuntohurdfog. Selection: RUBY TWO SHOES 

[c'^SEAVTfkSTON MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS F) (Dlv IF) 

| O^Uj £2.000 added 2m Penalty VMue £1^00 

1 0 BEANO SCfS 7 ! (T19) (A Rtzgeakfi tbs S Wfosra 5 IT 5 JFTUty 

2 C8 GttilAR (USA) (12R (AJKDn^AtXmSIl 5 SUcHeti 

3 5030- HAZAAF (USA) (48Z) )J D Eggekr^ M Kettb 9 11 5 DGNtaghw 

4 82344 MMUS(l4titPButab5ftlfoTtySBlltanwqDNchabonSliG AUsyire 

5 0 LAMaCARAN(8Q(annSMuy)TR3slar51tS A P McCoy 

6 4203 SHARK (21 ) (MJ tanner) Kltogsn 511 5 ASfotik 

7 SDWLIQHrWAUZER (F148) (MmEE Iti) K O nd p raB r S 11 5 Dfoehy 

8 00 REBARntGIDNRKpfl)(TTBRx»mPartnaBMp)RSrT«i5115 XMzpna(3) 

9 OF AMDNCLFF(7q(DMBnU3JKtag5110 WtowHon 

V 9653 CIWAWMaUBmiaAfoi^refoatEjN&tolMfiltO A Thorton 


DGNtaghw 

JUbyto 

A P McCoy 
-ASfotik 
— D Lathy 
:Abpwnn 
.Wttsretan 
AThorfon 

PHeUey 

-RBeBsmy 


a 0- (2AS8KAL JOKBt pD3) (ThORBrirg) RAtawSII 0 PHeUey 

V 0 LEGAL ROMANCE (27) yCtdgjTkk 5 HO RBstamy 

B 0 ALAKDAR (CAIfl fltq (tbs Judft ktandoncN R Ctanplan 4 TO 11 BPCeel 

14 55 GBIZBOURG(21)(BRpgurExllacNra9ROa*an4DD MARqtoNd 

B 54 PREM831 BAY (12) [E M TJiomicn) P htatts 4 B11 RDoneoedy 

B SB0flSIAR{F7q(tinyPrfc^DBuchel4D1I DJBuriM 

V 00 "niiOTHYtfflDRGEfH) (TbeoWaddngb^ G BBtfog4 till B Fenton 

B F0ftCEDfWC(FR)(F53S) (TMhWy+Uitason)MRpe4D6 .CMuto 

-lldactored- 

BETTMGtU ItoHB, 72 Premier Bs* 4-1 lannkwsn. 5-1 Race Dfvin, 8-1 Sheric, 10-1 Gtebovg. 
1« Cbramoo Ctob. 20-1 AtoUn CtssNeal Mitt, 25-1 Grab; HazatL 33-1 otfore 
W. IhMad 4 0 11 R Jofraon 9-1 (Lady Marias) V ran 
FORM GUIDE 

lamus has been canNstont without wising wer hudes so ter, lest time finishing fourth 
to Senatom over coins and cfistanca He shotid again nai wel. but ftare are a couple 
of tatoreettag ones agatast him Martin Pipe tatrodUces Force DMna, a dual wtanar on 
the Fbt ta ftsnce over the rnvnmet He codd wel be good onougb- but Tbny McCoy rides 
LAM4KARAN tor Tim Forster: TKs Shardart gekfing was a UEofo stoyer on the Flat In 
France for Mata de Royor-Diaxe as a ftree-yeeroU but was wel beaten on his debut for 
Th) Forster at Ludlow In December when looking to need the run. Ha dearly has plenty 
ofabfoy and Is worth a n other chance. Premier By has been e shade dbappotafog from 
two starts over ttaberfor Ph$> Hobbs but is taking a big chop In ciass after finishing a 
wet-beaten fourth of five to FatalstB ta a Grade IWo juverde hurdto at Kennpion He had 
smart handcap form on the Flat for Peter Hants and should not be written off yet Shark 
had Gknbourg three and a half lengths behind In fifth when third to dead-haaiare Sayeh 
and Llrnelsb* *' “taunton, but this looks tougiec. Selection: LAftitKARAN 


Towcester 


HYPERION 

2.10 Quiet Moments 2.40 Boots Madden 

3.10 Nessun Doro (nb) 3.40 Over The Glen 

4.10 KHmlngton 4.40 Avoster 

GOING: Soft (hspectkxj 7em) ^ 

HRglBftand undulattag ctaaO. ffow-ta of MOyd 

#Oou»eteonA5SE<rftowaBu»sefvl»fremNortfT8or^to^ 
tlon ADMISSION: Mambera £tt 'Wtereafc £8: Couw £& CAR 

pahkz run. 

jeUAEMa-mAMEM: Dlticholeon 30^70 (42S%)KBid^ IMS 
018%) T Forster 11-73 (B.7%1 Mr* J Plbnan 841 P2%) 

14-3B (205%) APMoCoir £0%) WMereton.B-W 

WFAVOURITCS: 1B6-04 (382%) 

BLWOERB) FIRST TIME: Weaver Square ftf) September 
areeae Msored) 040) 


Ire 4 7T1-HOUGHT0N CONDITIONAL JOC^YS 
[2-1 OJ NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS ^ 

£2£00 added 3m 

» BOUT LEAP p) P H fobfor 6 ttO 


% B0U> LEAP B7) PRYAtter 600 JTforeae 

1 mj, RAlUrCZTTra NUMB Dll— — RThonSon 

\ Sis SraBOT3U«(M)NCatid*'^7 — Mtm 

■ ^ orn*L^FtWS0LFf PS MxMJanetSII BJtidMfEfcaanwi 

J mmj y m wr pa ugpWk 7b2 __-Jt Hubert Bj 

B M MARBtE g1)W toe N 4X1*710 1 8- -DCerey 


7 40560 COIEONBUSH(<7)JlbBQn5Vt) GSMppto 

8 5030 auETM0NBfrS(73)PIArity5D8 LAspel 

9 -H5213 BOJTH WEST EXPRESS (SO) DVtifo BBS RMreeey 

-D0P8PPP WEAVBtSaUARE(17)PBKta9TI2 M Drews B 

tl DRIPOO BQ1DORAN (SO) T Gealhaad 7 Ol LSUhn 

S4-BP5TJ ORPHAN SPA (7) GM£out 700 RStrebofew 

B3POPF 8HAIVPBM (M) IVMfomBOO EHutiMOd 

14 01X190 LIXD (45) RLeeB DO GSDwtik 

B 9*6 BALCfHAHRYp2) PWHmofiSOO OBwiowsY 

BPP5LP3 CUimXAlP YOUTH BlltoCCmw7O0MHIfo^rexiB 
V IKW ALLraRO PFOiCE (7) RDkfchBOQ HKNghtoyP) 

-17 dMfmd- 

MMnu» vntyM: JDa. Rue fwxficap wefeMc Sharp PWm ftf 73b. Ltio 9a 
f 2b BaO/bmr M 1 0h Ctntototoed fouta tof Ob, Abgm Pita M 5b 
BETTMfe 7-2 Bs to Specs, 5-1 OWW Moewnts, 6-1 HHtorbto,7-1 BtR- 
dcran, 9-1 Qweay, 1M Saab WM ExpnM, LMe, Mm Bwtahw, 1M 
BaM Leap, 14-1 Wtarer Square, Sbwp Ptow. 25-1 OtMrs 


1 JOHN WEBBER MEMORIAL NOVICE 
j CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2ra6f 

B001SHADDBI(5qifinVVMBm81tO II INI— mini 

RAMALLAH (9) (CU)(BF) MnH Rrtgt 911 O JOufoty 

saur PET (23) CPcgscn flirt) NBwtisy 

A VSSE TO ORDER (2ft Ite P WhUa 7 It 3 _K Ifobwt pi 

FA8H10N HAXH1(2q IkslUdOafl Tl 3 L Harare 

FtnNBGUtiei(C)DMfitai7D3 RJofmoo 

GLACIAL KMQ (71) KBhtapSIt 3 R Grams 

JUNGLEnNGpG)ffi7) AJWkcnlll 9 VSMtoty 

HAN OF TIE NATCH (28) Ms JFfown 8 h 3 Rfkret 

TSTOH THOMAS 99) Ms PRctemn BUS PMde 

nUBONSmEMMsCBcMBBreiOOO HSmna 

-lldedmd- 


Carlisle 


HYPERION 

9 no Vital Issue 2.30 Super Sandy 3-00 Astro 
52.' UM imp 4.00 R.M«lo 4.30 Dor- 
lin Castle s.00 Gus Cunningham 

GOING: MMj re-rt, of asoydB. 

sssssbsrsssi&'s: 


gfBSSSwffS^ 


pi witt ncM nn>- 

goo] 

1 ‘added - ADetttl 

3 "S5 S5S^Utei==^3S: 


1 4-tSJF 

2 »» 

3 WOO 

4 06060 
6 55FPD 

6 -5F483 

7 PS -OP 

8 0P8PIP 

9 ms 

O 04IP 
fl MM 


7 Pfr^U SPRWQI£ATaWBI(n)RMai5113 BHredtaa 

8 11-44 VItALBSUE(t2)(D)jJOIH81ia PCWbHty 

-8dect«B(l- 

BETTWQ: 5-13 Vfoltoaue, 4-1 HreetHyec 134 hnestUbe, 12-1 Nto- 
uraTWmt.14-1 Ur Wat, 20-1 Moratory, 33-I Springhe ■&«, 50-1 Dnr 
The Bon 

| 0 on! DERWENT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4J»0 added 2m 

1 22302 JACK THIS 02) M»K!MgnflCD_ RGuaH 

2 640 HANireGGSffl(I9mHHmrenl7lin RGmfiiy 

3 33450 ttARUNGTOHD (5^ (□) MsJJadta 3 DTI Stoytar(2) 

4 ZOOM StFHtSAMJTpam FNtoi RUB XJohnsm 

5 5P230 POTATO MAN (5)89001 -CD 6 ADcftita 

6 660005 WrtlNIMDUaALXpqCGaMg-DO RS^ple 

-ttitlnd- 

BETTMGiMWffiffGBBIlMMOSfowStoxty^l jMkYtota.KPeto- 
lo Ha* 14-1 Uy Ifan ta Dradrik, 50-1 HwCn^red 

[o nftl BOB MILLIGAN DIAMOND BIRTHDAY 
l J - W l NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 
added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 12332 BLBCO Wgl p2) (D) M f^nrrerd 6 11 8 IkCBanrS 

2 4 Cn7mN(U)MtoLABd8112 _DltoM(7) 

3 05 DSHNCrmAM*raBfl2-_-~ - .8 Storey 

4 0M86 ourae BRIGADE WFVfoton 6 11 2_ ^Bltonfog 

5 PGM ASTRO LINES (flg FUL<pfy4 B O __PCretwry 

-Sdaotind- 

BETTVa Ml Atom Itaea. 64 ffitoboww; KM CMem, 12-1 OuMne 
Brigade, 23-1 Dtsttod 


BETTMG: 64 RMHi, 52 Boots Madden, 4-1 Flytog Ocnnet; 6-1 lien 
Of The Htoch, 8-1 SSy PN. 14-1 FeehiOR Make; 20-1 often 

|q ml ROYAL MAIL HANDICAP HURDLE 
l J ' 1U l (CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m 

1 5034-0 flAiamBt psWRHaBtoTttO PMde 

2 -CWJ TURHIi. HOUSE (73) (D)W 1*45*00 61112 NtHbraeon 

3 20C1 IBSUNDQRO(7)(D)Sltelar611seei3 C Webb (3) 

4 4/5 O- COAST AtiPC (577) WlBF)PBerer i6P6.WWbiflin gn B 

5 4D53B HWFTHOWE GLBi (15) {CD) J Long 11135 JtrSDreemR 

6 <N8V G(2DWni(USA}(702)(D)M8UJoneB6tt4 RJofoeae 

7 43220 PODf AHANBiAA pQ (D) M Bertie 6 V 4fo^foWdtol (Q 

8 084R52 CONE ON P91NY pi) (D)DfondDt>7 VS CUereelyn 

-Sdedwed- 

BETIUiG: 5-1 Neseue Dam 74 Oome On Pbbdk 5-1 Paly A gw ra tree , 
S-1 -M Home, 61 QaUtomONnBBBfo 12-1 COMMtog. w-i Heeftama 
Glen 

eJ?T HOECHST ROUSSEL PANACUR E3.F. 

■ W r WH' NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS Dl £3.750 
added mares 2m 5t 

1 P3MP BANN YEW (31) CBmti»7V7 U Bray (7) 

2 SBID2 CHA*MGNEnU9O(2B}00Nel7V7 VSkttey 

3 54P CHATMTHESOX(59)CBnxtaB V7 G Brace (7) 

4 P CURRACLOE RD9 (24) C IdOlodi 5 V 7 JRKraWWpl 

5 0564 GLBflN(K)NTMdanDWNB6V7 C U ewe tyn 

8 2D LUCYGLmBB(t2) (S)Tfaator8V7 RJahntao 

7 F3224 0VERTHEGLSl(<7) JGftedS V7 PMde 

8 00060 RB)GRAyEWOLF(M} KBWwp5 V7 H Greene 

9 Q/P6-P HBJRWBt (HM)CDtwra7 V7. JCitioty 

V 3D4P4 5B»IMMH BHmEP4JOaieB7V7J Ure ti ftireu aY 


if 00 5TBVHOMC(zqOSherwod5V7 ^JAUcCeifty 

B 6DOD4 1T€8HZDpi)Jftnwn7V7 — JGatdeUnp) 

V OtY WaLSHOO(1657)DWMbVV7 RUeeeayfQ 

-I3dectared- 

BETTWttM Lucy GSttore. fl-1 Champagne Mend, 7-2 Over The Gten, 
7-1 Setphoofc, 12-1 September Breeze, Snm, 1*-1 Chat In The Bat, 
Bam Vtow 20-1 often 

4 * Trel HARTFORD HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 

■ lu l D) £5,000 added 3m If 

1 1-1 FB nuSNGTONpQ JGHxdSTl V PMde 

2 -33443 TEXAN BABY (aa) (7) N TettevDatos 8 It 5 .CUereeflyn 

3 FPP3LP BALQ’D0UGAN{10)(CD)RUtora)VV8 SCurneV 

4 5B4P3 G01DPIGBM (?) (D)B Mmiel 9 VO UrSDuackB) 

5 1F40Z2 8TES J l£ JACK (43) K Bkhop 11 1) 0 PGraeoeB 

-Sdeetorad- 

MHberareaVhc 10*. 7)ue horefcap Mjcfft: GaVPfgton 9sr Wta, SBepto 
JbokMflb 

BETTTNe 11-6 KfodopHt TM ■Boren Baby; 4-1 Saeple Jar*. 7-1 Grrid 
Ptyeen. 16-1 BeH ydo upen 

2reT BROUGHTON HUNTER CHASE (CLASS 

■ W 1 H) £2,000 added 3m If 

1 P2FP1 AVOSTAHp)(C£0MnCBatoy11 122 Mr B Prtiock (V 

2 W31 UIOOfCMUSrOPHBt(Pt2) GJ"Bny BB2JlrG'6rTy p) 
3 3363 OaCHAPBMYps)0)MaDlmarS1l2MrW1UWlgH(7}B 
4 F2-330 tE3Wtt(P2S)l*»CG«jwB71 BJ#ACtWrt»Jone»{7) 
5 /POPP SraABUTY(l)(C)RCBebyeilCJ«raWre»MdWW(7) 
-Sdeckead- 

BETTimfc «-6 Aareetac M. Lucky a»t«tqnhe^ 5-1 Cete fte pflnim 6-1 Me- 
dene, 14-1 Sheer AldRy 


Ire rerel BXNBURGH WOOLLEN MILL NOVICE 
3 - 30 l CHASE (CLASSQ£7JX»BddBd2n«1K)ydS 

1 -3TCF BU»rrtiP(U6A]m{D)GHMoaeB11'C — JCeMpwa 

2 222221 BREBPRAV 04) 9R lkeSSmlBi711 B Rfoeel 

3 #46F ALWAYS A PAUPB1 (35) 5 PCwOdi 9 n £ PCerbeny 

4 4S3P96 SMPBI(qFI*taaghBll2 JSnppk 

6 \BBSf T0RU5SM(9D)FMrphy71l2 BKirttog 

6 44832 ABFIHtOWEpmtP? HJClracnBVR KJohneon 

-Gdaetorad- 

BEnWtt&— niapt WL54BtoMtep.W-iaAra;ia-lA»Bay«APau- 
po* 2M Aide llmakw 25-1 fame Spa 

w " re re l WAVER CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) E3JKW 
added 2m if 

1 F22144 RAU£G»p£}fCD)PNteto»91IV__JjB(itoan 

2 3MJ03 /UKAHCEEASrpSMBodsSnS RlfeOAB 

6 -231 Ds PALACE OF GOLD pi) LLraga Bit 1 WDmsfogffl 

4 3S52F AMBIDetTROUS (F22) (D) (BF) EAblonSflO Flaefay 

5 -V2FF EIE»IALCnYM(D)GnU«b7VV BHanfagp) 

6 SB01F rafALHABS(KQ(D)DtbCeii7V7 EQfogbn 

7 22505 CURRBfTSPSCH(2qUraSfofo7V4 — .GFRyaiffl 

8 80645 JUMBO STAR W(CQJ Han BV3 LCnopwg 

9 002223 ONE STOP (19) U BraciS VO STbiforP) 

V (I-PP6 T3PTH) (2V (D) J hforas V V 0 GLee 

-lOdedread- 

AUnun Mtgtt- iflst. Due randtop naSte One Stop 9ar7fc 'hnpudaa 

ra 

HETT1HG:>irtolWfll°,7-ePetBOBOtGetH*-1 AB iMrtenmn* , lag Jura- 
bo Sn; B-1 One Stop. B-1 AdranceEa^ 10-1 BmAIHabeeiz 12-1 Bra- 

ad Otn u-l cunrt fooacfo 66-1 itapkd 


m rere l GOLDEN PHEASANT YOUNGERS 

^ ,OU l HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS DJ £5,000 
added 3m 2f 

1 (HOG 8EnERTtitE$AHEAD((){D).GnchBHb WSpBQ 

_NHomxdreH 

2 2WPU (SUM BOY (C) Ms J GooMoer 0 Tl fi D Storey 

3 F5334 PET51 (31) (C) D VWtiara V V 1 BHMng 

4 340-22 PORLM CASTLE (91) (D)(BF) L lingo 10 VO ASoppia 

5 5S44 FAJBEYGLEN{30) JJONelll VO RtfeGnthO) 

-Sdoctorad- 

tfiraun awglc TOsL Bus laoOap ffongy Gtin « 5b 
8ETTINQ: 7-4 DoritaCtrte, 3-1 Bettor r«n*#Abood, 7-2 Peto^ 4-1 Cetidh ! 
Boy: 6-1 FanwyOton 

|e not UDDB - WATER INTERMEDIATE OPEN 
|q.UU| WH Fjjyj RACE (CLASS H) £1,500 
added 2m If 

1 1 8USCUIMHGHANPQ)(S]j)M3MFteteimr6Tl 11 GLoo 

2 0 HECXLEV DAHC3 ^7) W McKeown 6 11 4_ JLDrbbh 

3 AOSSNARIis SSa«iS114, NGoact 

« fp STSLRIGG(2^ MsAhtaiSDoSI) 4 HrL%Bple(7) 

6 23 SUHTHYNE SPECIAL p4) Llmg)61l 4. R Supple 

6 TARRYTOWN u htonrondS u 4 H Gentry 

-Bdadwed- 

BETTIN&&m0Bre&ex)tagfn,54StetibyHSpKtaLlO-1Ttoiylowi I 

12-1 Rooan^ w-1 foddoy Draew, 33-1 Steel Rig 


Snooker 


ALAN McMANUS announced 
his return as a title contender 
by trouncing Ronnie O’Sullivan 
5-1 for a place in the quarter- 
finals of the Thailand Masters 
in Bangkok yesterday. 

McManus was back to his 
best and needed only 82 min- 
utes to prevent O'Sullivan, the 
winner of last month's Regal 
Scottish Open, joining the se- 
lect band of players to win 
badk-LO-baCk ranking events. 

“I’ve not played consistent- 
ly for a year or two now," said 
the Scot, who has failed to lift 
a trophy since the 1996 Thailand 
Masters. “When you get used to 
playing in semi-finals and finals 
it isn’t much fun getting 
knocked out early on. There’s 
no doubt in my mind I can still 
compete at the highest leveL” 

McManus has turned jet lag 
to advantage by putting in hours 
of practice in the early hours of 
the day. “I played for a couple 
of hours from five o'clock this 
morning and all the practice has 
definitely helped." 

McManus, successful in only 
three of his previous nine meet- 
ings with O’Sullivan, was in 
control through most of the 
match, only surrendering the 
initiative in the third frame. He 
mused a routine pink into the 
middle pocket and gave O’Sul- 
livan the chance to put togeth- 
er a break of 65, which allowed 
him to reduce the deficit to 2-1. 

Results, Digest, page 31 

Morgan keeps 
the flag flying 


Badminton 


KELLY MORGAN, the Welsh 
woman who had to leave Britain 
to make ends meet became the 
only British singles player to 
reach the third round of the All- 
England Championships in 
Bi rmingham yesterday. 

The 22-year-old Morgan, 
who had spells with clubs in 
Denmark and in France, over- 
whelmed the Malaysian teenag- 
er Law Pei Pei, 11-0, 11-4. 

Morgan, who has been able to 
return to Cardiff since financial 
help from Lottery funding a year 
ago, showed that her fitness and 
confidence have improved dra- 
matically. There was only one 
brief period early in the second 
game, when Law Pei Pei, the 
Malaysian Commonwealth 
medal hopeful, led 3-0. that Mor- 
gan appeared in danger. 

"I was pleased with how 1 
played and just hope 2 can 
play even better next time," said 
Morgan, whose next opponent 
is the top seed Gong Zhichao, 
of China. 

The leading British men's 
singles challenger, Darren Hall, 
was beaten 15-11, 15-1 by the 
Malaysian Wong Choong Harm 
in the second round. Hall led 
10-7 in the first game before a 
run of errors let in the young 
left-hander and his pace of at- 
tack proved too much for the 
nine-times English champion. 

Results, Digest, page 31 

Offiah one try 
from history 


Rugby League 


MARTIN OFFIAH, the Lon- 
don Broncos winger, is planning 
to continue playing into the 
mfllennhnn and is set to become 
the third leading try-scorer of aQ 
time. He is enjoying his game so 
much that he is already consid- 
ering extending his career 
beyond his 33rd birthday. 

Offiah, who goes into Sun- 
day’s SQk Cut Challenge Cup 
quarter-final with Hull KR at Tim 
Stoop needing just one more uy 
to move into joint fourth in the 
all-time list - equalling the for- 
mer Wakefield, Hunslet, Brad- 
ford and Featherstone player 
Eric Batten's tally of 443 tries- 
signed a new two-year deal with 
the Broncos at the end of last 
season. 

That followed his decision to 
end his rugby union commit- 
ments with Bedford and en- 
abled him to enjoy his first 
break from rugby since the 
summer of 1995. Offiah said: U I 
signed a new two-year contract 
at the end of last season and 1 
thought that would have to be 
iL But the way I feel now I can't 
really see myself retiring at the 
end of next season." 

The former Great Britain 
forward Lee Crooks has been 
confirmed as the new coach of 
Keighley while Phil Hassan, 
the Leeds three quarter, has 
completed a loan move to Sal- 
ford Reds. 
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They fail to understand that football is nothing without passion 

■ • . ivinm'r Ifliceinho re* 


FOR years, I have had a secret am- 
bition in life. It isn’t to sail around 
the world, pilot a jet, shoot a bole 
in one or hit a winning streak in Las 

Vegas. It’s to bang some of football s 
legislative heads together. 

This earnest desre surfaced again 

last week with the announcement tty 
Fife, football’s world governing body, 
that a foul tackle delivered from be- 
hind in the World Cup finals would 
result in instant dismi ssal. Get it mar- 
ginally wroi g through an angle of 180 
degrees and you’re oft 

You coh' have to ponder the edid 

for a moment to infer what it implies 
a game ultimately without physical 
o ■" tact, in no dme all challenges for 
the ball are effectively to be sup- 
pressed. 


That is where the interpretation 
of the laws against foul play now 
stands, and a very rocky stance it is, 
and will remain so as long as there 
are people, often highly intelligent 
types, who believe that patting a Boot 

ip k detrimental to the enter tainment 

When compulsory cautions for fouls 
from behind were introduced at the 
World Cup finals in the United 
States four years ago, Fife’s polity re- 
sulted in a ludicrous proliferation of 
yellow cards, depleted teams and a 
betrayal of principles important to 
football's global development 
Nobody in their right mind con- 
dones violent play and there is 
dearly room for more intelligent in- 
terception, but some of the most 
thrillin g football in World Cup his- 


tory was made possible by ruthless 
ads of intervention. 

Tlte orange glow of Dutch foot- 
ball in the 1974 finals would not have 
been possible without the aggression 
of two militant midfielders, Johan 
Neeskens and WIm Van Hanegem, 
who could be relied on to regain 
possession- Gereon, die mainspring 
of Brazil’s brilliant attacking surges 
in the 1970 finals, had to be ap- 
proached with the utmost care and 
anyone who attempted to intimidate 
Fele was asking for trouble. 

After many years of devoted re- 
search, and in common with people 
involved more directly in the game, 

I Still have no dear idea of Fife pol- 
icy beyond it’s relentless exploitation 
of commercial possibilities. 



KEN JONES 


On tihe face of it, you might sup- 
pose that nothing Fife attempts is 
more commendable dian malring p» 
easier for the artist But we should 
not forget that the greatest attack- 
ers in history have turned adhesive 
attention to their advantage. “If I 
could reach back and feel the mark- 


er I knew he was in too dose, mak- 
ing it easier for me to spin off him,” 
Denis Law said in his heyday. Get- 
ting tight with Law carried other 
penalties too, all of them painful. 

Whal prompted this empathy for 
the man in possession? The imag- 
ined perceptions of a new audience 
or the belief that football must be 
tailored to the demands of its trie- 
vision paymasters? 

The due to football's fixture lies, 
I suspect, in the growjqg and perhaps 
irreversible conviction of its gov- 
erning body that tackling should d&- 
appeaxfrotn the agenda. 

Doubtless, plenty of people who 
follow the game today, some in my 
trade, would see this as a big step 
■ in the right direction. What they fail 


to understand is that foot bail is noth' 

ing without passion. There is more 
to it than virtuosity although any old 
timer will tell you that there is as 

nnich art in iacklfog as there b m a 

body swerve. . . 

Some years ago I watched a 
march in the Uefe Cup between Tot- 
tenham and a team from the then 


me. Both played possession football 
ro the point of boredom. The game 

can get like that if teams don’t con- 
test the ban at every available op- 
portunity. 


has provided some memorable mo- 
ments in football. Bobby Moores 
thunderous challenge (perhaps du- 
bious in today’s dimate) on Brazil's 


muscular right «r feeonho 
Lins a terrific i 
World Cup finals. 
tv to admire Franco • Barest* 

forceful defending for Milan and 
Italy. Nobby Slileft aggr^'n was 
vital to England's success in the 1*6 

World CUP- ^ 

The thought that they and oth- 
er notable defenders from the past 
would quicklv incur Fife s wrath rt 
they were turning out today sug gP** 
that the game’s popularity w at n* 

from muddled thinking. 

Doubtless, coaches ore giving a 
great deal of thought to the impli- 
cation of Fifa's directive. They had 
better make learning how to Cope 
with the loss of one, even tw men 
an urgent priority. 


High stakes in Atherton’s big challenge 


By Derek Pringle 

in Bridgetown, Barbados 

AS SPORTS psychologists are 
fond of reminding us, happy 
memories play a crucial part in 
sporting success. Yet if the edicts 
of science can sometimes fall 
down in the minds of the scep- 
tical, this is one theory that 
Michael Atherton and his team 
will be hoping to prove beyond 
doubt. 

Trailing 2-1 with two Tfests left 
to play, the captain knows that 
only a repeat of England's stir- 
ring victory at the Kensington 
Oval four years ago can keep his 
ade in with a chance of securing 
one of cricket's holy grails: win- 
ning a series in the Caribbean. 

For Atherton, and in par- 
ticular any aspirations he may 
have of continuing as England 
captain, the match is even more 
cnksaL The Lancashire man has 
had many sticky moments in his 
career as skipper, but none will 
have appeared quite as stark as 
the one facing him over the next 
few days. Win and both he and 
England have a goad chance of 
Surviving the series. Lose and he 

will almost certainly resign, 
perhaps renouncing his lead- 
ership of the ooe-day squad, too. 

This tour will complete a 
four-year cyde for Atherton, 
who, although somewhat 
eclipsed by Alec Stewart’s two 
brilliant hundreds here in 
Bridgetown, also played a major 
role in England's win with a fine 
inningsof 85. On that occasion, 
the England captain was among 
the runs generally, something 
that has not happened so far this 
tour, though he is not alone in 
that respect and Graham Thor- 
pe is also overdue some runs. 

As he did in New Zealand 
last winter, it is a shortfall that 
Atherton has tried to sort out by 
spending time in the nets rather 
than in the middle against Bar- 
bados. It is a decision that has 
not escaped criticism and right- 
ly so, though with his parents 
and girlfriend here at various 
times over the last week, that 



Double digits: Alec Stewart, the scorer of two htmdreds in Bri dg e to wn in 1994, dons die wicleetkeepkig gloves in preparation for the crucial fifth Test' Photograph: David Ashdown 


criticism has tended to be hys- 
terical rather than objective. 

And yet if the omens per- 
haps look promising once again 
for a repeat of four years ago - 
potentially seven of that side 
could also play again this time 
- the circumstances differ vast- 
ly. With the series at stake, Eng- 
land cannot afford to lose, 
something they had already 
conceded by the time Barbados 
had come round last time. 

“There is no doubt that this 
is a crunch match for us,” said 
Atherton yesterday. “It will be 
nice to be back at the ground 
and we are definitely feeling 
positive.” 


Acknowledging the huge 
influx of England supporters 
that now tend to appear for the 
Barbados Tfest, Atherton said: 
*Tm sure the great support we 
got last time wffl be repeated.” 
It was a sentiment later echoed 
by Stewart, who reckoned that 
the atmosphere when he and 
Atherton last walked out to bat 
here was “almost better than a 
home game” 

What is not likely to be 
repeated, however, unless Stew- 
art is given the gloves in place 
of Jack Russell, is the two-spin- 
ner role tried in Georgetown. In- 
stead, AiuiyC^ddidc will return, 
probabfyra place of PhflTufndJ, 


whose five wideets in the last 
three "tests has been overhauled 
by Robert Croft in one match.. 

For the first time in the 
series, the pitch looks as if it has 
been lovingly prepared -what 
Stewart calls “a proper Test 
wicket” - with grass cuttings 
rolled well into a so far smooth 
surface. But if England’s bats- 
men may well feel like emitting 
a-sigb of relief their bowlers may 
not be so pleased, and local pun- 
dits are already predicting a dou- 
ble century from Brian Lara. 

Even so, the new ball will 
bounce steeply and whichever 
side dominates the opening 
skirmishes -either by bat or ball 


-could well go on to control the 
course of the match. Bat if this 
suggests grittfly contested 
beginnings, think again, and 
with the big hitting Philo Wd- 
lace and the expansive Clayton 
Lambert set to open the batting 
for tbe "West Indies, the first few 
oveis will be anything but dull. 

Even so, with both sides' 
bowlers so far reliant upon 
generous help from the pitch- 
es, many feel that the game 
could well be a draw. History is 
against fins outcome and the last 
(haw on firs ground came when 

■ Pakistan played here in 1977. 

If there is a pattern that re- 
cent history upholds, it is that 


the team winning the toss has 
a habit of putting their oppo- 
nents in, mair^ with dire con- 
sequences. In' fact since 1986, 
captains winning cfae toss have 
seen fit to put the opposition in 
10 times, a ploy that has yield- 
ed only a single success despite 
the help this pitch is believed to 
provide pace bowlers with on 
fiie first morning. 

Wherever tbe toss fells, Eng- 
land and their c apfam badly - 
need to - win this game. 
Persuaded against his better 
judgement to continue as cap- 
tain five months ago, Atherton 
knows he must resurrect the 
spirit and level of England's per- 


formance here in 1994 if he is 
to extend his tenure. 

With tbe series not yet 
decided and West Indies, par- 
ticularly Curtly Ambrose and 
Courtney Walsh, far from com- 
placent, it may be the greatest 
test of his captaincy. It is cer- 
tainty the most pressing, and the 
next few days will see if the great 
survivor can add some belated 
gknyto his longevity by winning 
here and taking the series into 
the final Tfest in Antigua. 

Wnt Mm tJromJi P WUaca, C I 
B Lara (capg^ CfiancierpaU. C h ...... 

Adams. D WfcTTts Ambrose, N 

Md^aan. D Ramnsn* CWateh. R Hakfer. 
I Mop 


Partying 
Pakistan 
pair sent 
home 


PAKISTAN have sen! two fast 
bowlers, Shoaib Akhiar and 
FazaJ-e-Akbar. home from their 
tour to South Africa for disci- 
plinary reasons. 

The team made the decision 
yesterday after Pakistan suffered 
an embarrassing 259-run defeat 
to South Africa at the third Test 
in Port Elizabeth on Tuesday. 

Hie captain, Rashid Lulif. 
blamed the defeat on a lack of 
commitment by the team’s 
senior players and came down 
hard on them behind closed 
doors. Some players, including 
senior members, were 
caugh t partying until the early 
hours of the morning during the 
third Tfest. 

“We have decided to send 
back Shoaib Akhtar and Rtzal- 
e-Afcbar back home on (he 
next available flight,” Rashid 
said. “We will not be replacing 
them. 

“We have to set an example 
at some time, or else Pakistan 
cricket is never going to be the 
disciplined force it should be in 
world cricket ^ 

“Fhave made it dear to the 
senior players, enough is 
enough. I want total commit- 
ment and discipline during a 
match on the field, and if that 
is lacking, then there is no 
shortage of talent back home." 

Shoaib was dropped from his 
maiden tour with the senior 
team to Canada, after being re- 
ported for drunken behaviour 
on Pakistan's A team tour of 
England. 

India's victory over Aus- 
tralia in the first Test in Madras 
has caused controversy, with the 
South African match referee 
Petervan den Merwe asking for 
a video review of Rajcsh 
Cbauhan’s bowling action. Pv 

The action of the off-spinner 
was given the all-clear recent- 
ly from the International Crick- 
et Council. 


Another black day as Henman is beaten again 


Tennis 


TIM HENMAN is facing a 
new crisis after going out of the 
Champions’ Cup in Indian 
Wells, California, in the first 
round on Tuesday. 

The British No 2 appeared 
to have regained his touch af- 
ter a dismal run when he 
reached the quarter-finals of 
the recent Guardian Direct 
Cup in Battersea. But the world 


No 19 will have to go back to 
the drawing board after slump- 
ing 6-3, 6-4 to the Zimbabwean 
qualifier Wayne Black, a play- 
er ranked 60 places below him. 

“I need a bettergame plan,” 
Henman said. “How many 
times did Z come to the net Sin- 
gle digit number. And when did 
I start? 6-3, 5-2 down. I need to 
be able to change my tactics.” 

Ffete Sampras celebrated his 
100th consecutive week at the 
top of the rankings by cruising 


into third round with a 6-L, 7-5 
victory over Todd Martin. The 
defending champion, Michael 
Chang, withdrew from tbe event 
with a sprained left knee. 

Steffi Gra£ who has con- 
firmed her entry for tire Direct 

I .ini» TiKii nnvy. Oiampr in nship s 

at Eastbourne the week before 
Wimbledon, continued her 
comeback in style 'Mien die 
beat Natasha Zvereva 6-3, 6-0 to 
reach the semi-finals of the 
Evert Cup, also at Indian We 0s. 
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Winger Evans hangs up his Test boots 


Rugby Union 


IEUAN EVANS, the Wales 
and lions wing, has retired 
from international rugby after 
an outstanding 11-year Tfest 
career. 

“There comes a tune when 
your body and mind cries out 
enough is enough,” Evans, who 
is 34 next week, said. “There 
comes a time when logic, not 
emotion, dictate your future 
plans and to turn my back on 
this game wiD leave a huge void. 

“International rugby has had 
a massive influence on my life. 
But to fulfil both dub and 
country training commitments 


Wales 


NEIL JENKINS has been giv- 
en a dean bin of health and is 
set to be named today by Whies 
to play at stand-off against Ire- 
land in their Five Nations’ 
Championship match at Lans- 
downe Road on Saturday week. 

In last Saturday's 19-13 vic- 
tory aver Scotland at Wembley, 
Jenkins was forced off after 29 
minutes witii a gash near his eye 
amid fears of more serious 
damage. But, after two X-rays, 
the Wales coach, Kevin 
Bowring, has been told that the 
goal-kicker is fit to resume 
immediately: 

“Neil has been given die all- 
dear by the medical staff;” tbe 


was simply too much of a bur- 
den. One had to go and it was 
international rugby.” 

Evans, who crossed the line 
a record 33 times in 72 ap- 
pearances for^ Wiles, has played 
only .once for his country since 
March 1997 - against Italy five 
weeks ago - ewing to a combi- 
nation of injuries and Lions 
commitments. Durirr* his career 
he has suffered five shoulder 
dislocations, a broken ieg and 
dislocated ankle. 

‘Tve been putting ray body 
under greater pressure as the 
years have moved on. Recov- ■ 
ering from injury has been an 
increasing problem,” said 
Evans, who last summer left 


Llanelli after 14 years to join 
Batted have already stated that 
I wouldn't be part of the Wales 
summer tour to South Africa 
and with only two champi- 
onship matches Jeff it would be 
unfair to everyone concerned to 
attempt to carry on." 

Evans will play for Bath for 
another 18 months and then call 
it a day. “I don’t think coach- 
ing is for me,” he said. “Once 
I’ve put my boots away, that wfli 
be it.” 

Kevin Bowring, the Wdes 
coach, said: “leuan will be sore- 
ly mimed. I always had enor- 
mousrespeaforhimasaplayer 
and a person. He has had an in- 
credible international career 


and, but for injury, would have 
had 102 caps. His absence will 
leave a big hole.” 

Gerald Davies, one of the 
Welsh rugby greats, said: “leuan 
would have shone in any gener- 
ation ofWWsb rugby. He had an 
athlete’s pace and could play off 
his feeL As captam he did every- 
thing possible to sustain his 
country's proud reputation.” 
Evans, who made his in- 
temarional debut against France 
in 1987, captained Wales a 
record 28 times and led them to 
the 1994 Five Nations title. His 
33 tries puts him fifth on rugby 
union’s all-time list behind David 
Campese, Rory Underwood, 
Serge Blanco and John Kirwaa. 



' Evans ‘Enough is enough' 


Awarded an MBE in 1996 
Evans was three times a Liom 
tourist - Australia (1989). New 
(1993) and Soutfc 
Africa (1997) - making sever 
test appearances for the side. 


as kicker Jenkins receives all-clear 


POnzypriddiugfcyarfaiinBtrator, 

Eddie Jones, said 

“He is suffering from noth- 
ing more than the cut and 
some bruising and be has been 
told he can play this weekend 
when we face Neath in the 
semi-finals of the WRU Chal- 
lenge Ttopby. . 

“However, we are unhkety to 
play Neil as he won’t be having 
the stitches out until the week- 
end but he will certainly be fit 
for the international." . 

With Jenkins declared fit, 
Bowring is tikety to torn his at- 
tentions to the pack where he 
does have opticus for change. 
The Swansea prop. Chris An- 


dony has been in fine form for 
his dub and Wiles A and must 
be pushing David Young hard 
for the tigfathead role, 
Anthony has yet to start a 
match for %les after four ap- 
pearances as a replacement but 
the 21 -year-old is such an out- 
standing prospect his chance 
should come sooner radierthan 
later. 

- Scott Qumnefl, too, could 
well make tbe starting fine-op 
this lime, the Richmond No 8 
.craning on as a replacement at. 
Wembley. If Qumnefl. is back in 
favour it could be at the esqxase 
of Rob Appkyard with Colin 
Charvisswfrchiijgfrorn No 8 to 


flanker. 

Waiie Anderson, sacked last 
month as the London Irish 
coach, has swapped one strug- 
gling team for another by 
returning to his former dub 
Dungannon. 

The former Ireland cap- 
tam, a cult figure at Stevenson 
Park for almost 20 years, has 


clear of relegation from Dfvi- 
sran One of the AiMreiand 


Anderson has joined the 
coaching staff until the end of 
the season, but that only co m . 
prises matches against Old 


Crescent and CIc 
Dungannon must 
any chance of sun 

rogty’s top tier. 
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Pressure hits new 
pitch for Gascoigne 


JUDGED by his wedding garh 
Paul Gascoigne always fancied 
himself as royalty so it is peitaps 
appropriate that he finds him- 
self being courted by Palace. 

Bu t Crystal Palace seem 
il destined for relegation from the 
Premiership and while Gas- 
coigne has a nationwide appeal 
the attraction is unlik ely to be 
mutual. While even the most 
humble of the First Division the- 
atres may be better than some 
he has trod in Scotland, the 
thought of his undoubted if 
flickering talent being cast into 
the Nationwide hurly-burly is 
not an edifying one. Paul Mer- 
son may be starring in football’s 
repertory but Georgi Kinkladze 
has been restricted to cameo 
roles, thus the apparent loan 
deal rather than a full, perma- 
nent transfer. 

jj,. Gascoigne must be feeling 

" very vulnerable at present. 
Footballers are never at their, 
best when injured - he has a 
hamstring problem - and the 
discovery that he is not wanted 
by his club will hardly help. For 
all his ebullience, Gascoigne's 
confidence can be fragile and it 
will have come as a shock to dis- 
cover that Rangers, though 
struggling to retain the Pre- 
miership title, are prepared to 
let him go before the season's 
end. 

It would appear this decision 
has been taken as much by the 
board and the future manager, 
Dick Advocaat, as by the cur- 
rent one. Whiter Smith. Advo- 
caat clearly does not want 


Now the England midfielder is not wanted at 
Rangers he must choose a new dub carefully. 
Glenn Moore considers the possibilities 


Gascoigne and the board thus 
feel the prospect of a deal for 
a 30-year-old with a history 
of injury and unpredictable 
behaviour, is too good to turn 
down. 

They may not be the only 
ones to feel Gascoigne would be 
over-priced. His wages will not 
be cbeap, dot the insurance pre- 
miums on his fitness. Any fee 
wfll be dead money - there is no 
real prospect of being able to 
sell him on in a few years’ time. 

It is possible to see the at- 
traction for Palace. His acqui- 
sition would certainly raise the 
profile of the club -and the ap- 
parently headline-loving Mark 
Goldberg- and it should make 
the team better. Whether the 
move is good for Gascoigne is 
another matter. He needs 
games to make the World Cup 
(poor form, injury and suspen- 
sion have reduced him to com- 
pleting just four of Rangers’ last 
16 games), but playing for a 
poor Palace side will not do him 
much good this season. It also 
brings the problems of a Lon- 
don lifestyle. 

Palace’s chances of landin g 
Gascoigne permanently surety 
rest on whether they can also at- 
tract Terry Venables. The pair 
have a natural rapport, even if 
Glenn Hoddle has hinted, none 
too subtly, that Venables “in- 


dulgence" of his occasionally 
wayward star did Gascoigne 
nofevouis. 

Derby, Middlesbrough and 
Newcastle United have also 
been mentioned. The romantic 
choice is Newcastle - especial- 
ly as Gascoigne would be eligi- 
ble for the EA Cup. Gascoigne 
may seem an unlikely addition 
to Kenny Dalglish's dull 
Roundheads, but the Newcas- 
tle manager did try to sign 
Gascoigne for Liverpool from 
Newcastle in 1988. Then the 
problem was money, Liverpool 
could not afford the £2m fee 
and, although Gascoigne want- 
ed to go to Anfield, Dalglish 
said he would have to wait a 
year. Gascoigne went to Spurs 
instead. 

That was a decade ago, 
though, and Gascoigne’s inabil- 
ity to avoid trouble was not then 
obvious. Playing for either New- 
castle or Middlesbrough would 
bring him back to the North-east 
which might ease his peace of 
mind or, more Hkety, see him in- 
volved in one scrape after an- 
other - especially if he chose 
Boro in preference to Newcas- 
tle. ft he did go to Mi ddlesbro u gh 
he would be building up to the 
World Cup with First Division 
football (and no guarantee of 
promotion), but could play in the 
Coca-Cola Cup finaL 



Rangers? Palace? Newcastle? Raul Gascoigne^ prime concern is playing for England in France 


Derby, under the guidance 
of Jim Smith, are an interesting 
prospect. Smith may have the 
personality to bring the best 
from Gascoigne, who could 
rise to the challenge of taming 


an attractive and promising 
polyglot side into real chal- 
lengers. 

Hoddle will obviously be in- 
terested in Gascoigne's decision. 
Hoddle has repeatedly stressed 


his faith in Gascoigne but if he 
is not playing and playing weQ, 
it will be bard to pick him for 
the World Cup. As it is, his in- 
jury makes Him a doubtful 
starter for the friendly in 


Photograph: Craig Haficett 

Switzerland on 25 March, leav- 
ing just three international 
matches until the finals. 

Any move must be soon - 
the transfer deadline is 26 
March. 


ft 


Berger and Liverpool set for parting of the ways City have March 

sale to trim squad 


LIVERPOOCS Patrick Berger 
has been given permission to % 
home to Prague tomorrow. It 
means the Czech Republic in- 
ternational is out of contention 
for the match at Tottenham on 
Saturday and il is the clearest 
indication that the forward may 
have played his last game for the 
Anfield club. 

1 Berger refused to be substi- 
tute last weekend against Bolton, 
and then had a meeting with the 
manager, Roy Evans, over his de- 
mand to be allowed to join his 
countryman Karel Poborsky at 
Bcnfica, who are managed by the 
former Liverpool manager, 
Graeme Souness. 

Evans was upset by Berger’s 
reaction and left the former 
Borussia Dortmund player to 


decide for himself whether he 
was available for the game at 
White Hart Lane. 

Berger said: “I am going to 
leave on Friday to go to Prague 
to see my family. Everything 
now is in the hands of my 
agent, he is looking after every, 
thing and I wfll be on standby 
at batnem Prague for the green 
light? anything happens.” 

Berger desperately wants to 
join Benfica, although Roma 
and several Spanish dubs are 
monitoring the situation. 

Berger said: “Benfica would 
be my first choice. My wife is 
friends with KareTs wife and she 
has told us how good it is to live 
in Lisbon." 

The problem for Berger is 
that Benfica have serious fi- 


nancial problems. The dob is 
aiming to raise money with a 
stock market flotation in the 
summer, and have been unable 
to pay the bulk of the fee to Man- 
chester United for Poborsky. 

Souness has been trying to 
sell players to help raise some 
cash to meet Liverpool's £4ra val- 
uation of Beigflc, 
themfromT’ 
after the European Champi- 
onships in England when the 
Czechs reached the finaL 

Benfica have got to the last 
day of March to complete the 
deal because that is when the 
Portuguese transfer system clos- 
es for signing non-EC players. 

If the deal cannot be com- 
pleted by then, Berger will 
have to wait until the summer 


or leave to join another dub. 

After the Spurs game, Liv- 
erpool do not have a Premier- 
ship match for a fortnight 
because of internationals, and 
Berger has been given a nine- 
day break in Prague. 

He said: “I have talked to 
Roy Evans and he understands 
.hehasbeenhelp- 
’:uo problems with 
him on a personal basis. We are 
still friends. 

“I have talked to the Liver- 
pool players who know Graeme 
Souness, like Jamie Redknapp, 
Steve McManaman and Robbie 
Fowler, who have worked un- 
der him and they have told me 
be is OK." 

Evans said earlier in the 
week that Berger could not 


leave “on the cheap", but he ac- 
cepted that the player would be 
allowed to leave after the cir- 
cumstances of last weekend's re- 
quest not to be on the bench 
against Bolton. 

“I only want players who 
want to play for this dub and we 
are looking for firm offers," 
Evans said. - 

Berger joined Liverpool less 
than two years ago for £3 .5m 
and Liverpool want their mon- 
ey back, at least 
# The former goalkeeper Berta- 
lan Bicskei wfll be coach of 
Hungary Cor the next four years, 
it was reported yesterday. The 
presidium of the Hungarian 
football federation elected the 
53-year-old by secret ballot yes- 
terday to replace Janos Csank. 


Gregory determined to keep Staunton at Villa 


THE Aston Villa manager, 
I John Gregory, wfll uy to con- 
vince Steve Staunton to sign a 
new contract by persuading the 
/ defender that the club can pro- 
vide him with success. 

Staunton could secure a lu- 
crative deal at the end of the 
season when he can quit VDIa 
on a free transfer under the 
Bosnian ruling. 

However, Gregory is des- 
perate to hold on to Staunton 
and has two months to show the 
29-year-old Republic of Ire- 
land international that Villa are 
beading in the right direction. 

Gregory said: “I’ve only 
been back two weeks but it has 
only taken two games to remind 
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me what a great player Steve is. 
You could see the difference he 
made when he came on as a 
substitute after injury against 
Atletico Madrid in the Uefa 
Cup last week. He is a world- 
class distributor of the balL 

“To be honest, I would be 
devastated if Steve Staunton de- 
cided to leave Aston Villa. He's 
a player I rate realty highly. I've 
had a brief chat with him since 
I came back but I will do what- 
ever I can to keep him. 

“It's not just about money. 
Steve wants to be at a club that 
wins things which was some- 
thing he was used to during his 
days at Liverpool. We’ve got to 
convince Steve in the next few 
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weeks that we are heading in the 
right direction - and we've got 
to be thinking of bringing in top 
international players. 

“I don’t know what his de- 
cision wfll be but it will take a 
very big club to prise him away 
from us." 

Villa are believed to have 
offered Staunton a contract 
which would make him the 
highest paid player qi the dub 
but he has been frustrated by a 
domestic season of under- 
achievement, with early exits 
from the Coca-Cola and FA 
Cups and a battle against rele- 
gation. 

The Ipswich Town striker 
David Johnson boosted his 
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The Ulsterman Ray Close, banned 
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tle brdn scan three years ago, wi 
chaBenge Denmark^ I nte rnational 
Boxing Organisation super-mkt- 
daweight champion. Mads Larsen, on 
20 March n Copenhageri 
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growing reputation as one of the 
most promising young strikers 
outside the Premiership with a 
man-of-thc-match performance 
for the Football League’s Un- 
der-21 side in a goalless draw 
against their Italian Scrie A 
counterparts. 

Johnson timed the moment 
at which to shine to perfection, 
with the impressive crowd of 
6^58 at Charlton Athletic's Val- 
ley ground including the Eng- 
land coaching assistant, John 
Gorman, and the technical con- 
sultant, Jimmy Annfield. 

The Jamaican-born former 
Manchester United youth play- 
er had the two best chances to 
break the deadlock in an oth- 


Cycling 

PARIS-WCE RACE Socond i 
6m to Mown): IT! 

Zrtrwi Saec 2 F More 
U FtenH m ten 4 J Smi (Ais) BtatM: 
SC Cop «fcff>] Cotdo a! sarno oma Ttert 
•toga (1844km, Nmn to VWiyt 1 T 
Steate (BaO 5hr8n*i 43MC 2 A Titfrffl (Bd): 
3 S Curacy (Aug 4 F Uorawn (ft) 6 C 
Capate (ftV Laadtng ovaraD stondins: 1 F 
VbndHrbraudto (BeO Mapal Sr TSnii 3fi98c 
* L Jaiabart (ft) ONC& 3 8 Boacacto (9w«J 
FBattna; 4 Lama (Swtt) Foateta. 
TIRRENOWNBADCO RACE M 


:Fs(dsno 

a 6 P Casagrande (tt) al Kama *n& Ovar- 
:1 BaUut3,327S0:2Wc?Mtowi. +2NC 
3 Mb +4: 4 Soreraan aft. 

Football 

TWo Gahgham players have been 
foedbythaFOomalA s sodafionfal- 
bwfng an Inddant st a Netionwide 
League game against Luton h De- 
cember. iffy Onoura, who was fined 
£150, and anon Ratotffe (EDO) ware 
both Sound gitity of making improp- 
er gestures. 

The Tamorrts Scottish C 143 ftfth-round 



I nwr be played on wfechasday 18 
March 


Today’s fixtures 


Football 

RYMAN LEAGUE FU11 Kanban Cup 
fourth round: Borehani Wood v Yeactog 

POD. 

Cricket 


Other sports 

BADMINTON: AU-EnBtend C h Bf npte na hpa 
(Btortngharrg. 

BOX3NQ: WMd Boons Card Sght-vml- 
(Bnwl g ht ch aB KhnalKp; Shea NaaryJUr- 
•rpacS hoklert » Andy HoSgsn 
(Lwerpool) (Stanfey Part. Uwpo^). 


erwise uninspiring goalless 
draw, but was denied on both oc- 
casions by good reaction saves 
from the Italian goalkeeper 
Christian Abbiati, of Monza. 

The representative side’s 
manager. Alan Cmbishley, said: 
“At least one or two of the play- 
ers have out of the game with 
[tying colours. David Johnson 
caught the eye. He is a delight 
to work with, he’s very bubbly 
and he’s on top of his game at 
the moment" 

Johnson, 21, has scored 24 
goals so far this season, with 
most coming during Ipswich’s 
recent Fust Division promotion 
push after his move from Bury 
last November. 


Wlganhavera-slgnedtheirtormerap- 
pranttoa the defender Nel WHtwonh 
on a free transfer from K3mamock. 
REPUS LIC OF IRELAND SQUAD ffttend- 
ly v Czech RapidiBc, Otomouc, 29 March] : 
Ghran (NsncasdaL A Kalfy (SheHteld Lffefl, 
Cor ffottanhanil Kama (aaekfauniL Cun- 
iKnDtiam (Wkrtetatont 

Hana (tae 

(Wrexha nj . 

M 

it Farrafly (Evwtont C I 
□atop (Oertiyi Outer {toider 
ly wsnoorft Khm (Wotawj, 
Kamedy (Uvsrpooll SdT (Btaekbumi I 
bn (What Brommcht 
REPUBLIC OT IRELAND UKDEH-Z1 
SQUAD (Frlandly <r Czach RepuMc, 
Omcwlce, 24 llandi): OTkamor rHuddor- 

" r (Wasi Hemt Wantal (Sfacfc- 

ibttortng. WWUa (Quaan% 
, Fbtan {CfySaJ Pafacei Brat- 
dwrijart KeKeawar 
... Mahon (TisnmaG), 
i (Luton). Armstrong (Brighton), Nr> 
", Shaerin 

. .... n). Inman (Pa- 

NATIONWIDE RX3TBAU. LEAGUE Pta*- 
i Batura: Sat 4 April: Cbeartr Park 
i«Wah«. 

MTB1NATIONAL FRiefDUT (Bums 
Alr^ Ag)antina2(Bfflaajta35Lopez8g 

Golf 

SAHARA CUP (Agadk Uor}: Africa 3 Eu- 
ropa 1. Datate WWbatow ®A) and M 
Uakrauna (Mot) bt R Rusael (Sco) and R 
Karisson (»wt 65 68; J Hawtes ®A) and 
Y S Hassari jUv) bt S Sbuvar (Goj and 
ACefa (Geri 68 70; C Roeca p) and TBfem 
(Den) bt C Vttfaaa SA) and N HwwIng&U 
BBSs: T Johrsarn (Z>rt and RMfesaals SQ 
to S Batatarcs (Sp) and M-A Jknenaz (So) 

69 71 


REPRESENTATIVES from 
more than 30 dubs attended 
Manchester City’s reserve 
match against Coventry City at 
Altrincham on Tbesday as Joe 
Royle launched a March sale 
to try to trim bis massive 
squad. 

The new Maine Road man- 
ager is desperate to shift a 
number of transfer-listed 
players before the 26 March 
deadline and is prepared to ac- 
cept reduced offers for several 
expensive signings or even allow 
them to be transferred without 
a fee. Royle was at the game to- 
gether with his assistant, Willie 
Donachie, to handle any po- 
tential deals. 

There were almost as many 
dub representatives as sup- 
porters mid it was standing room 
onty in the hatf- time refreshment 
room in the mam stand. 

‘'We are trying to move peo- 
ple on. There was a lot of peo- 
ple watching our reserves and 
we will see what develops from 
there,” Royle said. 

“I have sent a circular round 
dubs and we are prepared to 
make players very cbeap or as 
free transfers to help them on 
their way. We now must wait to 
see what happens.” 

The players on show that 
Royle wants to sell included 
Nigel Qough, Paul Beesley, Ja- 
son Van Blerk, Tony Vaughan, 
Geny Creaney. Neil Heaney, 
Tbny Scully and Martin Phillips. 

Managers there to watch 
them included West Bromwich’s 
Denis Smith, Ronnie Moore, of 


Rotherham, and the former 
City manager Brian Horton, 
now in charge at Brighton. 

Tranmere’s director of foot- 
ball, John King , and F ulham 

scout Jimmy Conway, plus rep- 
resentatives from Middles- 
brough, Sunderland. Cardiff. 
Carlisle. Millwall, Luton, Stock- 
port, Plymouth, Bury and Mats 
clesfield were also looking for 
bargains. 

The Coventry defender Liam 
Daish has suffered another in- 
jury setback and will be out of 
action for three more weeks. 

Daish had targeted a come- 
back in the reserves this week 
after five operations and 14 
months out of action with a 
damaged cruciate ligament in 
his left knee. But he had more 
surgery in Birmingham last 
night after injuring his other 
knee in training and wfll be put 
until the end of the month. 

“This is frustrating. The left 
knee now is fine and I was eye- 
ing up the possibility of a re- 
serve game in the neat week," 
be said. 

“This last 12 months has 
been a bit soul-destroying at 

times. 

“I can’t wait to start playing 
again but anything I get out of 
this season in that sense wfll be 
a bonus because it' s now going 
to be the start of April before 
I'm ready for any action. 

“It's next season that is going 
to be very big for me, when I wiD 
be wanting to make up for lost 
time, and I will work right 
thro ugh the summer." 



Evan (Luton). Armstrong (Brighh 
by (Aston VUL Crmn (Watos), : 
(Chefcea), Bayun (Wfest Ham). Inn 


l£4OQ0OO-ptoS 
i it Is beteved an arv 
Increasa of around E30QD00 Is 
needed to keep fflson afloat 
NHL.-Ba8tenSDekDftaNYtaBtoBa2Buf- 
Uo 2 (to) : PttototoHtai 2 Nwr Jeraay 2 tod; 
Los Angtosa 4 Phoenix a 

Rugby Union 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: Eas M0- 
tenote 40 Barbarians 50. 

Snooker 

THAILAND MASTKSI 
roumt A McMarwl 
(Eng) 5-1; J Permit t 
8-3 fK Doherty (M) to J1 

Sumo 

SPRING GRAM) TOURNAUBir (Osaka) 
Potato day (of 151: Hgorauri (won 2, lost 
3 tt AUnoatu 2-2); H e manosHma g-2) bt 
ffatecttdoid G-2): ■ Asanowata 


TbchnmaHa 


mKa C2-2) bt KOtonawaka &-S); Ko- 
toryu n-S) bTHttatortii 0-1); KotonteMd 
^W7bcitozi*TwM;MuajyameC2-?)bt 
Kab^B;WakanohanaH-0| btGanyuh-3); 


Musash^naru (3-^M AttTOST*™ (2-2);' 
boro p< 2 ) tt dfaefcai p-D: MtoHna (i-q 
bl1btenctf»na — 

Table tennis 

BJROPEAN WOMBfS LEAGtE PraoSer 



I(24)b» 
l to Matoourf fl* 

. . m C&45; , 

laNM fl-3); tanani (3-4 toi . 

(14; VStamc «a (1-9 to Aatiyorm 0-3: 


Ice hockey 
The futire of Basir 


Bison wfll 
be decided toniehk Basingstoke end 
Deane Counci wtaom the ftancNsa 
baBeve Superteegue be hockey is no 
longer viable, with the leisue aervloes 
co mm ittee Bely to recommen d do- 
sue because of calpplng tosses. The 
cound contributes S6JDQ0 per year 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

19 


The number of months’ oldest 
that Ed Gfdcfins, the farmer Eng- 
land A test bonder, wffl have 
nteed bv the tbne he joins Utor- 
w teks Wreh pee-eeeson totr to 
Sash Africa tala - t Ha manffiGfd- 
dhsr fkst-dass ben far ftdlng a 
drugs test expires on i Aprt. 


Tennis 

StBffi Graf Is to play in the Drect Line 
Insurance wcanenfe grass court tour- 
nament at Eastbourne in June. The 
seven-tones Wimbledon champion 
has Just- returned after eight months 
out with knee tnxtota 
COPENHAGSi tefSTOURNAMENTSh- 
gtaifatrouncfcKI 

STS- 
Tl" 

B! 

tewSWSCAefSCHAMPfONSCUPtoi- 
MonWto^CMn Stogies, fartauxbJ-M 
Qmtam WMPbftwaussis (Ausj 7-65^7 
7-6; TBiqvilJSwrt H RRanabarg (US) 66 
6-1 ; C Moya (Sp) b! G StaHord SAJ6-2 6-3; 
VSpodM(US)MJAV3oooSm646-l;W 
Sack (ZhflttT Henman (GS) 666^; S Drap- 
er (Aus) bt A GaKtand to) 84 46 M; S 


CRICKETLINE 

WEST INDIES 
V ENGLAND 




VERY LATEST 
NEWS & SCORES 


0930-161-567 


— THE OFFICIAl 5ERVICC OF THE 
CM GUSH CRICKET BOARD 


PS V put 
£l5m 
price tag 
on Stam 

By Rupert Metcalf 

JAAP STAM, widely regarded^ 
as one of the best centre-backs 
in Europe, could be on his way 
to Manchester United. 

However, if the 25-year-old 
IJutchmtematkjnalistojomthe 

Old Thafibrd playing pool, his.' 
dub, PSV Eindhoven, will have, 
to drop their asking [nice. 

The champions of the Neth- 
erlands want £15m for Stam, 
who is in the first year of a six- - 
year contract United's chair- 
man, Martin Edwards, said.-- 
"Vfc made an inquiry to PSV oil-- 
Tbesday and let's say there was _ 
a difference in valuation." 

United have also been 
linked with Roma's midfielder 
Francesco Totti, but Edwards^ 
denied that they had made an 
official inquiry. 

The Manchester Gty man- 
ager, Joe Royle, has told the for- . 
mer England forward Peter. 
Beardsley that he can return to'. 
Bolton Wanderers after his loan 
spell at Maine Road. 

T thanked Peter for his ef- 
forts, but with Georgi Kinldad- 
ze fit again we can’t play both ’ 
in the team." Royle said. “I also' 
need to create a loan vacancy 
for another player, and hope to' 
do something in that direction, 
soon.” West Ham’s midfield . 
schemer Ian Bishop is on . 
Royle’s list and could return oh 
loan for the rest of the season 
for his second spell at City. 

Royle has let the experi-' 
enccd centre-back Paul Beesley 
join West Bromwich on loan, 
while the left-back Jason van 
Blerk is talking to both West.. 
Bromwich and Wigan. Albion 
have also signed the former Liv- 
erpool defender Steve Nicol on 
loan from Sheffield Wednesday. 

Lincoln City have formally 
confirmed the sacking of their' 
manager, John Beck The an- 
nouncement came following a. 
board meeting between Beck, 
who was suspended last week, 
his legal adviser, and City's 
board of directors. . 

“This now cl ears, the. way for 
us to finalise a replacement for 
John Beck in the very near fu- 
ture, " Lincoln’s chairman, Johq 
Reames, said. “His dismissal fol- 
lows three very serious 
breaches of contract which we, 
as directors, felt left us no 
alternative course of action." . 

Stoke City's former Celtic 
defender, Mark McNally, could 
he on his way back to Scotland 
in a £60,000 move to Dundee 
United. 

The Republic of Ireland 
mana g er, Mick McCarthy, has 
included eight uncapped play- 
ers in bis 22-man squad for the 
friendly against the Czech Re- 
public in Olomouc on 25 March. 

The new faces are the de- 
fenders Stephen Carr (Totten- 
ham), Alan Maybury (Leeds) 
and Phfl Hardy (Wrexham), the 
midfielders Graham Kavanagh 
(Stoke), Mark Kinsella (Charl- 
ton) and Rory Delap (Derby)r 
as well as the teenage forwards 
Robbie Keane (Wolves) and 
Damien Duff (Blackburn). 

Keane and Duff are certain 
to phy at some stage of the game. 
McCarthy gave this promise as 
both players could have been in 
action against Greece in a Euro- 
pean Youth Qiampiooship qual- 
ifier on the same night 


Dco«Ja» (C£ Rap) bt A Barosategi (Sp) 64 1 !• 
1-0 rat; THbbs Ktal to J StaHanbeig (Aus) 

6-3 36 6-1; H Dreetaoi (Gal tt L Hwwtt - 
(AusJ B4 8-4 Second round P Sampras (Ug) 
to TMarfn ftJffl 6-1 7-5; P FWtef (Aurt « W 
ftmta(SM7-55-76-4,-BlMvacr iCz Ftepj™ 
tt Y Katanov 6-3 6*3; T Muster (AuQbtC 
PWna (ft) 4-6 6-3 64; N Kiefer (Gw) bl M 
Ytehngto n (US) 6-3 6-4 
Wm TOUR £V9TT CUP (Indtan WMs) Ste< 
gfca. thW round; J Kruger (3A) to A Coet- 
w (SA) 6«fr4 64; CtenSran (Sp) bt A 
Kt*ar*ovB iraa) 6-3 64: L Dawnpnrr (US) 
tt R Dragon* (tan) 6-2 6-2; V WBane (USi 
(Bo!) 64 S-l Qutetwflnal: S 
Oral (Ger) btN Wm (Bela) 6-3 6-0 






Henry Blofeld’s 
West Indies 
Update 

For the latest news, 
views and regular up 
dates call 
Henry Biofeld's 
cricket line on: 

0930 563 597 

— LZL. *F pei n»*e ifl nnc. 
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Graf comeback in full swing as she reaches last four 
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Out of the shadows: Steffi Graf strikes a forehand during her 6-3, 6-0 quarterfinal victory over Natasha Zvereva in the Evert Cup tournament In IrodBan WWIs* California, yesterday 


Photograph: AP 


Club owners threaten court action # 


Rugby Union 


By Chris Hewett 

NO MORE posturing, no more 
idle Ihreals. The final battle lines 
were drawn across England’s 
bloody rugby landscape yester- 
day as the big-time professional 
clubs, the Roundheads of the 
domestic game’s civil war. chal- 
lenged the Cavalier establish- 
ment of Twickenham in the 
only language late- 20th century 
sport appears to understand. 
Namely: “Make some conces- 
sions, or well see you in court”. 

The assault, both bold and 


articulate, was led by the two 
most successful club owners in 
the country. Sir John Hall, of 
Newcastle and Nigel Way, of 
Saracens. Tbgetber with Donald 
Kerr, the chairman of the Eng- 
lish Rugby Partnership, they 
launched their long-awaited 
“charter", a vision of the future 
that contradicts the Club Eng- 
land philosophy of Fran Cotton, 
the vioe-chairman of the Rugby 
Football Union, at almost every 
turn. If Cotton sticks to his 
guns - and there is no doubting 
his intentioa in that respect - the 
dubs will seek his bead on a 
High Court platter. 


Wray, perhaps the most 
thoughtful of the multi- 
millionaire owner-investors in- 
volved in Premiership rugby, 
said the fight was oa for the 
hearts and minds of the English 
sporting public. “If the RFU 
want dub rugby in this country 
to continue, they're going a 
fanny way about it," said the 
richest son of Old Millhillians 
RFC 

“I might turn it round the 
other way by saying if the RFU 
want to exterminate the dub 
game, they’re absolutely spot- 
on. The dubs are feeing a situ- 
ation in which their regulators. 
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ACROSS 

I Hunting dog circling 
lake, fine specimen (7) 

5 Normal well-worked 
day-pit (7) 

9 Block photograph? (5,2) 

10 Drink, eating spare trifle 

II So Ecstasy? Crack, re- 
portedly — and grass, I 
see (9) 

12 A character of some gal- 
lantry (5) 

13 Remove, discharge with- 
out hint of work (5) 

15 Heighten derelict garage 
for housing tank (9) 

17 First in race? That’s 
something of a horse, in 
endosed stable (9) 

19 Appear to have good 
round, approaching tee... 


22 ... in a match that’s all 
over (5) 

23 It’s not associated with 
current trends (9) ■ 

25 Pope's works I rate high 
among Saints (7) 

26 A train's stranded (7) 

27 Content of letters is nee 
of taunts (7) 

28 Knots in hard pines (7) 

DOWN 

1 Releases (as regards 
bonds) (7) 

2 A note after instrument's 
missed a tempo? (3,4) 

3 By word of mouth be- 
trays plants (5) 

4 Scorn a pure diet, in- 
clined to wallow 79) 

5 Element in The Restora- 
tion? (5) 


6 Trade in form of protec- 
tion (9) 

7 Strike artist with a fantas- 
tic idea (7) 

8 Transport fruit in bags 

14 tendered drunk (9) 

16 E^. act badly, getting 
reckless, and intrude (9) 

17 Jack in Police Depart- 
ment’s given commenda- 
tion (7) 

18 Bird, the foragmg kind, 

^ mound South (7) 

Tolstoys original tale 0 

21 Gets bored fed with com- 
mercial outbursts (7) 

23 Fish one hauled in from 
bottom (5) 

24 Best yam editor rejected 


” "® Bes faan Historic Newspapers. 01988 84037D. 


the Union, are also their direct 
competitors. It is crazy, a non- 
sense. They are asking us to 
buDd businesses on crumbling 
sand. 

“If the RFU would only 
drop their fixation with divisional 
rugby, which has bee® shewn to 
be a non-starter more times than 
any of us can remember, and 
allow the dubs to contract their 
players with international com- 
mitments folly protected, we 
might get somewhere. As it 
stands, though, the Cotton 
stance, if I can call it that, puts 
the dubs out of business. 

“Fran simply has to remove 


the dub element of his plan 
from the table. If he doesn’t, 1. 
can see us in court." 

While Wray, one of the Pre- 
miership doves, was more mili- 
tant than usual, his hawkish 
partner from Newcastle was 
characteristically up-front “It’s 
time we all came out and told 
people where we are going on 
this one,” Hall said. “We've all 
postured ourselves to a stand- 
still. Now it’s down to business. 

“We’ve taken Newcastle 
from an average crowd of 800 
to something dose to 5,000 - 
that’s what we’ve done, not 
Fran Cotton or the England Tfest 


team -and wen take our right 

to exist and prosper to whatever 

lengths we feel necessary. 

“We are going to get our 
rights through European legis- 
lation in two years anyway -we 
know that through the best 
legal advice - but we'd tike to 
be able to sort it now through 
honest, straightforward negoti- 
ation with the ruling body. If 
they don’t want to do it that way, 
fine. Well be here in two years’ 
time to do it the bard way." 

The charter establishes a 
number of principles that will 
be anathema to the current 
RFU hierarchy: the dubs want 


Gascoigne move ‘only a loan’ 


Football 


By Alan Nixon 

MEL STEIN, Paul Gascoigne’s 
solicitor, revealed yesterday 
that the Rangers player's pro- 
posed move to Crystal Palace 
was a loan arrangement until 
the end of the season. 

“If Palace go down, Paul 
would not be obliged to stay," 
Stein said. “Even if they stayed 
up he could leave. There would 
be an agreed option at a certain 

price, but it’s no more than that 
at the moment” 

The England midfielder had 
been touted as a £3m target for 
Palace and their prospective 
owner, Mark Goldberg. How- 
ever, Stein revealed last night 
that no transfer foe would 
chang e hands until the summ er 
and the player would only be 


with Palace for the rest of the 
season. 

“I've spoken to Mark Gold- 
berg on the phone a couple of 
times, but we have not talked 
terms. There’s no point as Paul 
might not fancy the dub or the 
set-up,” Stein added. 

Stein's revelation raises new 
questions about why Rangers 
are letting their man go without 
any guaranteed paymeat— and 
whether Palace have the mon- 
ey to buy him. 

Gascoigne is due in London 
next week to have a look at 
Palace, but he may need some 
convincing, Stein said: “Paul 
would like a bit more certainty. 
He asked me who is running the 
dub and that’s not particularly 
dear. I would anticipate there wffl 
be some other dubs coming in.” 

Stein met Middlesbrough’s 
manager, Bryan Robson, yes- 


terday and Everton could even 
become involved as news that 
Gascoigne* is available on loan 
spreads throughout the game. 

Meanwhile, Sasa Carrie’s 
£lm move to Seihurst Park, 
which appeared to have stalled 
a few days ago when an appli- 
cation for a work permit was 
rejected, may be back on. 

The Aston Villa manager, 
John Gregory, has revealed 
that he expects Palace to make 
a new attempt to secure a per- 
mit for the midfielder. 

“I think that Palace are mak- 
ing one more try,” Gregory 
said. Cuiric has only started 
three games for Villa this sea- 
son as well as losing his place 
in the Yugoslav national team. 
Both factors contributed to 
Palace failing in their initial at- 
tempt to secure a work permit. 

Glenn Moore, page 31 


Taylor frets over Fifa 


THE chairman of the Profes- 
sional Footballers’ Association, 
Gordon Thylor, has daimed 
Fife’s decision to outlaw the 
tackle from behind had both 
good and bad implications. 

Football's world governing 
body has insisted tackles from 
behind must be automatically 
punished by sending off players 
in the World Cup finals. 

“As a forward Td be de- 
lighted because it wffl encour- 
age more attacking and skilful 
play," Taylor said. “There will 


such I wouldn’t want to see the 
art of tackling go out of the 
game. From that point of view 
judgement is tempered. 
“You’ve got to remember 


tudate. But it seems to be a part 
of the process making life a lot 
harder for defenders and as 


° . 

defending. One of the qualities 

of the game is that you can think 
of greater ladders and defend- 
ers who spring to mind just as 
easily as great goalscoreis. 

“From the point of view 
that there’ll be less injuries it’ll 
make life a lot easier for for- 
wards. Certainly less knocks 
and less worries. 

“But it is a bit of a worry ing 
process that's m airing iif e even 
harder for defenders these days 


to operate as an “independent 
organisation” under the aus- 
pices of the Union and intend 
to negotiate their own broad- 
casting and sponsorship deals; 
they want to retain all leading 
players on club contracts; they 
want to set up a new European 
dub competition managed by 
the participants and expand 
the Premiership to accommo- 
date 14 teams; and they want to 
shift the Five Nations’ Cham- 
pionship to a new end-of-sea- 
son position in April and May. 


“What we have at the 
moment is a bad marriage,” said 
Kerr, a prominent figure at Har- 
lequins and an old hand in the 
dub-Union conflagration. “The 
Union wants total control while 
we want our freedom. Wc have 
enough capable businessmen on 
board now to make ir happen.” 
Cotton and company beg to 
differ, of course.' The men in 
wigs are already counting their 
prospective earnings. 

Evans’ Test retirement, 
page 30 


— with stricter refereeing, <lxf- 
forent interpretations and it’s be- 
coming difficult if not impossible 
for defenders to go through & 
season without missing games.” 

Thylor added that the new 
rule would take some time to 
adjust to for even the most ex- 
perienced. professional. 

“There is a natural inefina- 
tion for defenders no ma tter 
what position the ball is in that 
foqyTl attempt to win it," Ik said. 
“And it’sgoing to take a lot more 
judgement and patience and 
there’s going to be a period of 
adjustment which is go ing to be 
extremely hard for them." 

- Ken Jones, page 30 
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Our survey said.. 


An exit poll of IT executives attenefing 
our recent Network Computirg serrwiars 
revealed some interesting facts. 

For instance, 32% expect to implement 
Network Computing strategies within 
the next 32 months. 

For ful survey results and a copy of our 
executive briefing, 'Network Computing! 
the facts revealed*, can 0800 22 88-88. 
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